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Note presented by the delegation of Southern Rhodesia 

1. The Government of Southern Rhodesia requests that consideration be given 
to a postponement of the re-delineation of the southern boundary of the yellow-
fever endemic zone in Africa, pending the completion of investigations, now in 
train, to establish the presence or otherwise of yellow-fever virus maintained 
in jungle animals over long periods of time. 

2. All the evidence of the past occurrence of yellow fever south of the 
present southern boundary of the endemic zone in Africa is based on surveys 
of human immunity as measured by the mouse protection test. At no time has 
yellow fever occurred in clinical form in the territories of Northern Rhodesia, 
Nyasaland, Bechuanaland or Southern Rhodesia. All investigations to date on 
possible animal hosts have been negative. These investigations however, have 
not yet been completed and a team from the Virus Research Institute at 
Entebbe is visiting Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland in the near future to 
continue the field investigations. 

3. The revised delineation as recommended in the Report of the Committee on 
International Quarantine (WHO/IQ/13 page ^3 ) is based on the expediency which 
is clearly stated on page 19 of that Report.: It.is submitted that the yellow-
fever situation in Northern Rhodesia and Nyásaland is not such as to warrant 
action which is not in conformity with the accepted definition of a "yellow-
fever endemic zone". ,•;; 

By Sar the most important and substantial movements of population from 
Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland are to and fro migrating and seasonal movements 
across the borders of contiguous and neighbouring territories to the South. 
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These movements have gone on for many years and many thousands of persons are involved. 
The immunization against yellov fever of persons proceeding by air from Northern 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland to the Union of South Africa is the subject of arrangements 
between the health administrations concerned and these arrangements are working 
satisfactorily. 

5. If these arrangements be considered in the light of the following facts: 

(i) that no cases of yellow fever in humans have ever been diagnosed 
in the territories under consideration; 

(ii) that to date the activity of yellow-fever virus in jungle animals 
has never been proved; 

(iii) that there is no evidence of the maintenance of virus in jungle 
animals ; 

then the re-delineation юау be safely postponed without risk to those territories 
most immediately concerned. 

6. The Government of Southern Bhodesia submits that acceptance of the delineation 
of the southern boundary of the yellow-fever endemic zone as now recommended will give 
rise to serious restriction of inter-territorial travel by the application of 
quarantine restrictions which the situation does not warrant. The promulgation of 
the new constitution of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland has already resulted 
in the abolition of immigration, health and customs posts situated in the Rhodesias 
and Nyasaland, and within the boundaries of the Federation. The proposed delineation, 
if accepted, would necessarily mean the re-introduction of these posts on territorial 
boundaries inside the Federation with the re-introduction of restrictions to which 
would be added others not necessary hitherto. This will have a serious effect on 
the large scale movements to and fro across contiguous territorial boundaries referred 
to above. 

7. It is again emphasized that the hindrances to trade and travel which will result 
if this proposed delineation is accepted are not in accordance with the intention of 
the International Sanitary Regulations, and until the situation is clarified as the 
result of the completion of the investigations in hand, there is no call for an 
administrative measure based on expediency. 


