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1. TRANSMISSION TO THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY OF THE THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON PROGRAMME AND BUDGET 

It was decided, due attention being paid to Rule 51 of the Rules of Procedure, 

to authorize the transmission to the Health Assembly of the third report of the 

Committee on Programme and Budget (document A7/21), which it had not been possible 

to circulate 24 hours beforehand, with a view to its consideration at the next 

plenary meeting, to be held that afternoon at 2.30 p.m. 

2. TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT FUTURE HEALTH ASSEMBLIES 

The CHAIRMAN invited the General Chairman of the Technical Discussions to make 

a statement to the Committee in respect of the future conduct of technical discussions 

at Health Assemblies. 

Dr. STAMPAR, General Chairman, Technical Discussions, called attention to the 

documents circulated following the technical discussions, comprising the report of 

technical discussions at the Seventh World Health Assembly, the opinions expressed 

by delegates in regard to technical discussions at future Health Assemblies, and the 

general conclusions and recommendations reached at the plenary meeting for technical 

discussions held on Wednesday, 12 May, together with a draft resolution thereon. 

The technical discussions had been attended by over a hundred participants. 

The general opinion had been that they had been satisfactorily organized and great 

interest had been shown in them. The recommendations for future technical 

discussions had been agreed upon unanimously, and the draft resolution had been 

proposed in order to allow sufficient time for the preparation of such discussions 



in future. He believed that the large number of participants in the technical 

discussions justified their submitting such a proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed his appreciation of the way in which the General Chairman 

had conducted the technical discussions at the present session, 

Dr„ MacCORMACK (Ireland) wished to emphasize a purely procedural point. He 

recalled that the technical discussions had an unofficial character and were attended 

by representatives in their personal capacity and outside the official timetable of 

Health Assembliesс Accordingly, although he subscribed most heartily to the terms 

of the draft resolution at present before the Committee, he submitted that the correct 

procedure would be for the Executive Board to study the subject of technical 

discussions, as had been the practice hitherto. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the plenary session of technical discussions had 
* 

recommended that the General Chairman should be appointed a year in advance. He 

pointed out the practical difficulties which might arise from the adoption of such a 

procedure: it was impossible to foresee the exact composition of delegations and 

there might be financial implications for the Organization. 

Dr, HYDE, representative of the Executive Boai-d, said that the information 

submitted by the plenary session of the technical discussions would be most valuable 

to the Executive Board for its further guidance in the matter, which,, in accordance 

with the terms of resolution WHA6<>óO, it would be required to study at its fourteenth 

session0 He called attention to Rule 11 of the Rules of Procedure, which provided 

that the Directqr~General should report to the Health Assembly on the financial 



implications, inter alia, of agenda items submitted to Health Assemblies before they 

were considered by Health Assemblies in plenary meeting. He therefore suggested 

that the draft resolution should be transmitted to the plenary session of the Health 

Assembly, with the amendment that the second operative paragraph should begin with 

the words» "REQUESTS the Executive Board and the Director-General". He also 

suggested that a further sub-paragraph might be included in the second operative 

paragraph, requesting the Executive Board to take into account the statement of 

general conclusions and recommendations submitted by the plenary session of the 

technical discussions. It would also in his view be desirable to refer more 

specifically to the time considered adequate for the discussions. 

Ambassador HURTADO (Cuba) considered that no real legal obstacles existed to 

accepting the proposals put forward by the General Chairman of the Technical 

Discussions, He accordingly suggested that the General Committee should note the 

report and transmit it to the plenary session of the Health Assembly with the 

recommendation to adopt the draft resolution included therein. He believed that the 

technical discussions were such an important part of Health Assemblies that the 

desirability of appointing a general chairman in advance outweighed the slight 

financial consideration involved. 

He emphasized the interest he had always felt in placing further stress on the 

technical aspects of the Yforld Health Organization's work. He would, for instance, 

following the present technical discussions, have welcomed the adoption of an 

administrative recommendation to Member States to the effect that rural health 

departments should be established by all public-health ministries. 



Dr. STAMPAR, in view of the comments made, wished to emphasize the fact that 

the conclusions submitted to the General Committee for its consideration had been 

arrived at unanimously by the considerable number of participants in the technical 

discussions. He felt that those recommendations should be most carefully borne in 

mind. Clearly, the time at present allowed for the technical discussions was 

neither adequate nor convenient. Furthermore, it had been deemed essential to 

appoint a general chairman a year in advance so that preparation could be made in 

the most satisfactory way possible,- he did not think that the financial consideration 

involved vras such as to invalidate that suggestion. In that connexion, it was 

important not to' underestimate the value of the technical discussions in improving 

the spirit of the World Health Organization. 

He did not question the,responsibility of the Executive Board and the Director-

General in technical discussions, but in his opinion the plenary session of the 

Health Assembly should take a decision in principle. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL noted that the General Committee .was called upon, in the 

first place, to transmit, following its approval, to the. plenary session of the 

Health Assembly the report of technical 'discussions at .the Seventh World Health 

Assembly. The Committee was further required to make a recommendation to the Health 

Assembly in respect of conduct of technical discussions at future Health Assemblies. 

Accordingly, he suggested that further discussion of the draft resolution should be 

postponed to a later meeting of the General Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN requested members to submit in writing, before Monday night if 

possible, their suggestions regarding future technical discussions, and announced 



that the Committee would continue its consideration of that item at its meeting of 

the following Tuesday, 18 May. 

Decision: The General Committee agreed to transmit the report of 
technical discussions to the Health Assembly. 

3o GENERAL REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

It was decided, following some discussion, that the Committee on Programme and 

Budget and the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters should both 

meet from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon, and from 2,30 p.m„ to 5.30 p.m., and the Working 

Party on International Quarantine from 5.30 p.m. to 7 p.m., on Saturday, 15 May. 

There would be no meeting of the General Committee. 

It was decided that both the main committees would meet twice on Monday, 17 May, 

at the same times, that the General Committee would meet at 12 noon, and that 

meetings of any sub-committee or working party which might be necessary should be 

held between 8.30 a.m. and.9.30 a.m. The Working Party on International Quarantine 

would meet at 5.30 p.m., if necessary. 

It vras further decided that a plenary meeting of the Health Assembly would be 

held on Tuesday, 18 May, at 2.30 p.m. 

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m. 


