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1, PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND ITS MAIN COMMITTEES 

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan), Chairman of the Commiteee on Administration, Finance and 

Legal Matters said that his Committee had not yet completed its consideration of the 

ibem on the scale of assessment, but that he hoped that discussion could be concluded 

so as to allow a meeting of the Committee on Programme and Budget at which all dele-

gates could be present that afternoon at 4- p.m. 

Dr
0
 AUJALEU (France), Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, doubted 

whether it would be possible for such a meeting to be held that afternoon as the 

Committee on Programme and Budget had taken a decision not to hold an afternoon 

meeting^ on the understanding that the Committee on Administration, Finance and Lega]. 

Matters had not concluded consideration of the scale of assessment. 

At the suggestion of the CHAIRMAN, it was agreed that the Committee on Programme 

and Budget should meet the following morning, Wednesday, 12 May, at 10 a.m„, to 

discuss the budget ceiling, unless the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 

Matters had not completed its consideration of the scale of assessment. 

It was further agreed that the Chairman of the Working Party on International 

Quarantine should be invited to inform the General Committee, at its next meeting, of 

the progress of work of the Working Party. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the next plenary meeting of the Health Assembly might 

take place not on Thursday but on Friday, 14 May, in order to comply with the pro-

visions of Rule 51 of the Rules of Procedure regarding the submission of committee 

reports to the plenary meeting. He hoped that speedier progress would soon be made so 

that the Health Assembly could meet its closing date. 



2. ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD (continued) 

Equitable geographical distribution (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the General Committee had* postponed consideration of 

the proposal submitted by the Government of the Philippines on equitable geographical 

distribution in the membership of the Executive Board (document A7/3), to enable 

alternative proposals to be submitted. He called attention to the draft resolution 

submitted by Dr. Aujaleu (France) on equitable geographical distribution within the 

Executive Board (Annex 1). 

Mr. BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) suggested that, 

in the final paragraph of Dr. Aujaleu's draft resolution, the words "a most suitable 

opportunity" be amended to read "the most suitable opportunity". 

The CHAIRMAN, supported by Dr. MacCormack (Ireland), considered that the words 

"a more suitable opportunity" conveyed better the intention of the paragraph. 

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan) proposed the deletion of the second and fourth operative 

paragraphs. 

Dr. ANWAR (Indonesia) supported the suggestion to delete the fourth operative 

paragraph of the draft resolution. 

Dr. AUJALEU (France) was unable to accept that amendment as the deletion of 

the final paragraph would completely alter the intention of the proposal. 
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Mr. de ERICE y O'SHEA (Spain) supported the deletion of the second operative 

paragraph but agreed that it would be desirable to retain the final paragraph. He 

also agreed ith the minor drafting amendment to that paragraph submitted by the United 

Kingdom representative. Alternatively, the paragraph might be improved by referring 

to "a possible increase" and to "a more suitable opportunity". 

Dr. BRAGA (Brazil) proposed that the General Committee should draw up their list 

for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive 

Board on the basis of a draft resolution which would be distributed to the Committee 

immediately. (Annex 2). 

Dr. ANWAR (Indonesia) was unable to give his support to Dr. Braga's draft 

resolution as he considered it essential for the General Committee definitely to 

express an opinion on the desirability of equitable geographical distribution,, 

Dr. SAITA (Japan) supported the previous speaker!s remarks, although he apprec-

iated the spirit of the draft resolution submitted by Dr. Braga. 

Dr. MacCORMACK (Ireland) suggested that, in order to meet the point raised by 

Dr. Anwar, Dr. Braga's draft resolution might be amended by substituting the words 

"express its sympathy with" for the words "bear in mind" in the first operative 

paragraph. 

Dr. BRAGA (Brazil) accepted that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN called attention to the fact that the final paragraph of the draft 

resolution submitted by Dr. Aujaleu was out of order as it stood, as it prejudged the 

decision to be taken by the Health Assembly in respect of increasing the number of 



members of the Executive Board. He noted that the original proposal submitted by the 

Government of the Philippines on equitable geographical distribution had been made on 

the basis of the present number of members. 

Dr. AUJALEU (France) announced his intention to withdraw his draft resolution in 

favour of the proposal submitted by Dr. Braga in order to facilitate the work of the 

General Committee„ 

The CHAIRMAN ruled that, in accordance with Rule 61 of the Rules of Procedure, 

Dr. Aujaleu was precluded from withdrawing his motion since it had been amended,, 

Sir Claude COREA (Ceylon) and Ambassador HURTADO (Cuba) expressed support of 

the draft resolution submitted by Dr. Braga, as amended by Dr. MacCormack. 

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan) accepted the suggestion made earlier by Dr. Anwar to retain 

the second operative paragraph in Dr„ Aujaleu's draft resolution and to delete only 

the final paragraph. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the situation would be more accurately 

described if the words "that there should be within the Executive Board" in the second 

operative paragraph of Dr
c
 Aujaleu's draft resolution were amended to read "that it is 

desirable to have within the Executive Board". 

The CHAIRMAN first put to the vote the draft resolution submitted by Dr. Braga 

(incorporating Dr. MacCormack's amendment) as deemed by him to be the furthest removed 

from the original proposal, in accordance with Rule 60 of the Rules of Procedure. 

Decision: Dr. Braga»s draft resolution, as amended by Dr. MacCormack, was 
adopted by 9 votes to U, with one abstention. 



А7/ GC/Min/ 5 
page 6 

The CHi\IRI4vN invited the Committee to proceed with its list for the election of 

Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board, in accordance 

with Rule 8b of the Rules of Procedure. He proposed that a trial vote by secret 

ballot should first be taken, on the basis of the results of which voting would then 

take place for the list of nine Members to be transmitted to the Health .assembly. 

Subsequently, a further vote by secret ballot would be taken to establish the six 

Members which, in the Committee's opinion, would provide a balanced distribution of 

the Board as a whole. 

Dr. GaRCIA (Philippines) and Dr. EL-CH&TTI (Syria) requested that their 

respective countries should not be considered as possible nominees. 

The trial vote resulted in a list of 16 countries. 

A secret ballot was then taken to decide on the list of nine Member States to be 

transmitted to the Health Assembly, Dr, Garcia (Philippines) and Dr. El-Chatti (Syria) 

acting as tellers. The ballot resulted in the following countries being nominated: 

Saudi Arabia 
Chile 
Japan 
Union of South áfrica 
Burma 
Portugal 
France 
Cuba 

Spain 

A further vote by secret ballot was taken to recommend the six Members which, in 

the Committee's opinion, would provide if elected a balanced distribution of the 

Board as a whole, Dr. .anwar (Indonesia) taking the place of Dr, Garcia (Philippines) 

as teller. 
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as a result of the voting, the following six Members were recommended: 

Saudi Arabia 
Japan 
Union of South Africa 
Burr,га 
Chile 
Portugal 

The meeting rose at 2.25 p.m. 



ANNEX 1 

Draft resolution presented by Dr. Aujaleu 

The General Committee, 

Having studied document A7/3 deposited by the Government of the 

Republic of the Philippines on the subject of equitable geographical 

distribution in membership of the Executive Board, 

PROPOSES to the Seventh World Health Assembly the adoption of the 

following resolution: 

The Seventh World Health Assembly, 

Having examined the proposal presented by the Government of the 

Republic of the Philippines for the purpose of obtaining a clear and 

exact interpretation of the expression 'equitable geographical 

distribution' which figures in Article 2.b of the Constitution of the 

World Health Organization in connexion with the election of Members 

entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board, 

FINDS that certain inequalities exist, as between the various 

regions established by successive Assemblies, in the distribution 

of Members of the Executive Board; 

CONSIDERS that there should be within the Executive Board at 

least one Member from each of the above-mentioned regions; 

CONSIDERS that in the composition of the Executive Board the 

number of Member States attached to each of the said regions should_, 

inter alia, be taken into account; 

IS OF THE OPINION that an increase in the number of Members of 

the Executive Board would provide a most suitable opportunity to 

improve the geographical distribution of its Members. 



ANNEX 2 

Draft resolution presented by Dr. Braga 

The General Committee, 

Having considered the proposal made by the Government of the 

Philippines concerning the geographical distribution of the Members 

entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board, 

Taking note of the provisions of Rule 88 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Assembly, which does not provide an absolute 

method whereby a mathematical formula can be adhered to so as 

to ensure a predetermined geographical distribution, 

BELIEVES that at this time the General Committee can only bear 

in mind the request which has been made by the Government of the 

Philippines; and, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure 

governing the nominations, 

SUBMITS for the consideration of the Assembly the following 

nominations 


