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1. OPENING OF SESSION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
OUVERTURE DE LA SESSION PAR LE PRESIDENT DE LA CINQUIEME ASSEMBLEE MONDIALE
DE LA SAME

The PRESIDENT: The opening session of the Sixth World Health Assembly is called

to order.

Ladies and gentlemen of the Assembly, I have a very sad announcement to make.

Our Burmese delegation, consisting of Dr. U Ba Maung, Port Health Officer, Rangoon,

and Dr. C.C. Po, Assistant Director of Health Services, Burma, have met their death

in an air crash near Calcutta. The following telegram has been received from the

Burmese Government:

BURMA DELEGATES PERISHED IN BOAC COMET CRASH CALCUTTA MAY SECOND STOP
DESPATCH SUBSTITUTE nELEGATES UNDER CONSIDERATION

This is most distressing news, and I am sure you will want me to express our

deepest sympathy to the Government of Burma and to the families of the deceased

delegates on behalf of the Assembly. I would suggest that we all stand in silence for

one minute to pay homage to them.

The Health Assembly stood in silence for one minute.

L'Assemblée de la Santé observe une minute de silence.

The PRESIDENT: Members of the Assembly, in accordance with Rules 74 and 75 of

the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, interpretation of the speeches

delivered in one of the official languages of the Organization will be given in English,

French and Spanish. The numbers on the control dial correspond to the languages se

follows: original speech, line 1; French interpretation, line 2; English interpretation

line 3; Spanish interpretation, line 5. Sound - recording machines will be used for
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verbatim reports of plenary meetings and delegates wishing to speak should come to the

platform. Delegates should not speak from the floor. If this procedure is followed,

then all observations can be recorded by the machines. Delegates are requested, before

delivering their speeches, to announce their name and country into the microphone.

On behalf of the Sixth World Health Assembly, it is my pleasure and privilege to

greet officially the distinguished personalities who have been invited and who have

accepted to attend the opening session. These personalities are: first,

Mr. Adrian Pelt, Director of the European Office of the United Nations and represent-

ative of the Secretary -General of the United Nations; secend, Mr. Rao, Assistant

Director- General of the International Labour Office; third, Mr. Swoboda, Secretary -

General of the World Meteorological Organization; fourth, Dr. G.J. van Heuven Goedhart,

High Commissioner of the United Nations for Refugees; fifth, Mr. E. Wyndham-White,

Executive Secretary of the Interim Commission of the International Trade Organization;

sixth, Mr. Burinsky, Deputy Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europ.;

seventh, Mr. Hugh Gibson, Director of the Inter -Governmental Committee for European

Migration.

Distinguished representatives of the Executive Board, Director- General -

Dr. Brock Chisholm - , members of the Secretariat, fellow delegates, honoured guests

and observers, ladies and gentlemen: it is my happy privilege to welcome you all as

we meet in this beautiful and hospitable Canton and City of Geneva for the Sixth

Health Assembly of the World Health Organization.

As we set ourselves to the tasks before us at this Assembly, we aré encouraged

to note that the year 1952 has been another year forward in the pursuit of the

objective of WHO. In his Annual Reports to the World Health Assembly and to the
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United Nations, the Director -General has given factual accounts about the work of WHO.

No significant statements were made characterizing what WHO has accomplished. Those

of us, however, who have gone through these Annual Reports carefully, could very well

have felt that the many kinds of work which WHO has done can themselves be real and

important accomplishments. It would not be necessary for me, I hope, to recount in

more detail what work has been done; the Director -General has carefully and completely

treated this in his Annual Reports, which are separately published in the Official

Records of the World Health Organization and circulated to all Members. When the

time of appraisal comes, it is certain that these accomplishments will be more manifest.

It is to be noted, furthermore, that the World Health Organization has not found

it necessary to deviate from its course of action in the pursuit of its objective.

The work which it has charted to do is being carried on disinterestedly with militant

zeal within the framework of its Constitution. The health of the peoples of the

Member States is better today because of the Organization's strict and sustained

adherence to the principles which it declared to be "basic to the happiness, harmonious

relations and security of all peoples ". In discharging its functions under Article 2

of the Constitution, the World Health Organization is contributing greatly to the

promotion of world health.

But the work which has been done is only a back -drop to what is still to be done

to achieve the objective. There is still a marked disparity of development in

different countries in the promotion of health and control of diseases This situation

will continue to be a common danger until it can be greatly relieved or minimized,

This Assembly, therefore, is not faced with an easy task. There is an ever -

increasing magnitude of work to do; we become more conscious of the many problems
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involved, of the many needs of all peoples, of several unknowns to unravel,'of obstacles

to overcome, in order to attain for all peoples the highest possible level of health.

This Assembly will demand of us more wisdom and vision, greater sincerity and devotion

to the cause of world health. It is understandable that we have our own countries'

health interests to serve, but may I urge that we keep ourselves consciously and

constantly aware that the dangers of disease and ill- health anywhere are our common

dangers.

I should like to point out a few of the possible vulnerable factors which may

handicap the work of WHO.

The Director- General has called attention to the potential danger to the success

cf the Organization posed by the delay in the payment of the contributions of some

countries. The delegates to this Assembly can perhaps use their influence to urge

their respective governments to transmit their financial contributions to the World

Health Organization promptly and, may I add, faithfully, in order to prevent a slowing

down of WHO's programme of action.

Several of the activities of WHO have been planned on the strength of the

Technical Assistance funds which are to be made availahle to WHO from the Expanded

Programme of Technical Assistance. Some of these activities are now in actual

operation and others are due for implementation. Wte would view with very serious

concern for the workings of WHO any curtailment of these funds which caused them to

fall short of the requirements; it may even place WHO at a standstill. The proposed

regular programme and budget for 1954, which is practically at the same level as for

1953, does not provide for meeting all the urgent requests from governments. It is

obvious that unless governments increase their voluntary contributions to the 1954
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Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance the work of WHO will be retarded.

It is our earnest hope that, while we admit we may have differences of opinion

and may not be satisfied in some instances, we can all work cohesively together to keep

this Organization solid, strong, and enduring in its dedicated task of promoting and

protecting the health of all peoples, which is fundamental to the attainment of peace

and security. Thus, we reach nearer to our common objective.

Ladies and gentlement of the Assembly, it now seems certain that this Health

Assembly will be benefited for the last time by the services of Dr. Brock Chisholm

as Director -General. Those of us who have had the good fortune to have been

associated and to have worked closely with him will miss the warmth of his understanding

and cordiality and the contagiousness of his sincerity and devotion to duty. The

World Health Organization will lose the leadership of a most indefatigable worker,

whose supreme virtue has been the diligence and faithfulness with which he has executed

the functions of his high office. In the six and a half years during which he has

been identified with the World Health Organization, he has truly shown and demonstrated

himself to be the greatest exponent of the cause of world health.

I am sure we all have one good wish for Dr. Brock Chisholm. We all wish him

the kind of health he has worked so hard to give to all peoples - health at its

highest possible level.

With these remarks, ladies and gentlemen, it is now my solemn duty to declare

the session of the Sixth World Health Assembly officially open.
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2, ADDRESS BY THE REPRESENTA3TUE OF THE SECRETARY- GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
DISCOURS DU REPRESENTANT DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL DES NATIONS UNIES

The PRESIDENT r It is my pleasant privilege to request a few remarks from

the Director of the European Office of the United Nations and representative

of the Secretary -General of the United Nations, Mr, Adrian Pelt.

M. Adrian PELT, Directeur de l'Office européen des Nations Unies g

Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Directeur général, Messieurs, Le Secrétaire

général des Nations Unies a bien voulu me désigner comme son représentant, non

seulement pour vous souhaiter ce matin la bienvenue dans le Palais des Nations

au cours de cette séance d'ouverture de la sixième session de l'Assemblée de la

Santé, mais encore pour en suivre les travaux jusqu'au bout. J'en suis grandement

honoré et je m'en réjouis d'autant plus que l'intérét de vos travaux est évi-

demment de la plus grande importance aussi bien pour l'avenir de votre Organisa-

tion que pour la santé de l'ensemble de la population mondiale.

Parmi les membres de la grande famille des Nations Unies, l'Organisation

Mondiale de la Santé est un de ceux avec lesquels nous cohabitons dans le Palais

des Nations, spécialement édifié pour l'oeuvre de coopération internationale á

laquelle il a été dédié, Il en résulte que les liens de voisinage ainsi que les

possibilités pratiques de collaboration sont particulièrement étroits entre nos

deux Organisations et leur personnel respectif.

Depuis ma nomination comme Directeur de l'Office européen des Nations Unies,

j'ai pu constater avec une grande satisfaction que ces possibilités pratiques de

collaboration ont tendance à se développer de plus en plus, comme c'est du reste

le cas pour les autres institutions spécialisées à Genève. Nos budgets respectifs,
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et par conséquent les Etats contributaires, ainsi que le travail de nos Secré-

tariats, ne pourront quien bénéficier, alors qu'en même temps chaque Organisa-

tion joue son rôle et remplit sa tâche dans le cadre de sa Constitution et au

mieux de ses moyens.

Au moment où ces grandes assises internationales de la santé vont s'ouvrir,

je me rappelle avec tristesse, Monsieur le Directeur général, que par votre

décision de l'hiver dernier, c'est la dernière fois qu'A cette occasion vous

remplirez vos hautes fonctions. Permettez -moi de vous dire tout simplement, mais

très sincèrement, combien je regrette votre départ et combien je vous suis obligé

des rapports de bonne collaboration qui ont toujours existé entre nous.

En terminant, Monsieur le Président, veuillez accepter en mon nom propre

ainsi qu'au nom du Secrétaire général des Nations Unies, nos meilleurs voeux

pour le succès de la sixième session de l'Assemblée Mondiale de la Santé.

Je vous remercie, Monsieur le Président.

3. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS
CONSTI TUTION DE LA CCWISSION DE VERIFICATION DES POUVOIRS

The PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen of the Assembly, the next item on our

agenda for this morning is the establishment of the Committee on Credentials.

With reference to the establishment of the Committee on Credentials, Rule 21

reads as follows:

A Committee on Credentials consisting of twelve delegates of as many
Members shall be appointed at the beginning of each session by the Health
Assembly on the proposal of the President. This committee shall elect its
own officers. It shall examine the credentials of delegates of Members and
of the representatives of Associate Members and report to the Health
Assembly thereon without delay. Any delegate or representative to whose
admission a Member has made objection shall be seated provisionally with
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the same rights as other delegates or representatives, until the Committee
on Credentials has reported and the Health Assembly has given its decision.

In application of this rule, the Chair proposes the following list of twelve

Member States for the Committee on Credentials: Afghanistan, Cambodia, Canada, Ceylon,

Denmark, Indonesia, Iran, Jordan, Libya, Luxembourg, Monaco, Spain.

Are there any objections? There being none, the Committee on Credentials is .

thus appointed.

4. ELECTION OF COMGMIITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

ELECTION DE LA COMMISSION DES DESIGNATIONS

The PRESIDENT: The next item on our agenda for this morning is the election of

a Committee on Nominations, With regard to tha Committee on Nominations, the Chair

would like to call the attention of the Assembly to Rule 22, which reads as follows:

At the beginning of each regular session, the Health Assembly shall elect
a Committee on Nominations consisting of eighteen delegates of as many Members.

It has been customary in the past Assemblies to follow the same procedure as for

the Committee on Credentials, as provided for in Rule 21, that is, that the Committee

on Credentials should be appointed from the Chair. In past Assemblies, both committees

have been established by a chow of hands on a list of Member States proposed by the

Chair. However, since Rule 22 sears that the Committee en Neminations shall be elected,

it might be thought that Rule 68 should apply. Rule 68 says: "All elections shall be

held by secret ballot''. The Chair would be prepared to follow again the procedure of

previous Assemblies with reference to the Committee on Nominations unless the Assembly

raises an objection.

If there are no objections, the Chair proposes the following Members for thé
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Committee on Nominations: Australia, Cuba, France, Guatemala, Iceland, India, Ireland,

Italy, Lebanon, Liberia, Netherlands, Philippines, El Salvador, Sweden, Syria, Thailand,

United States of America, Venezuela.

The foregoing is the list of the Committee on Nominations.

5. PROCEDURE FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE 1954 PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES
PROCEDURE A SUIVRE POUR L'EXAMEN DU PROJET DE PROGRAMME ET DE BUDGET POUR 1954

The PRESIDENT: The fourth item on our agenda is the adoption of the procedure

for consideration of the 1954 programme and budget estimates.

Perhaps it is necessary for us at this stage to consider the procedure with

reference to the 1954 programme and budget estimates. The Committee on Nominations

just proposed and elected has to propose from among the delegates, nominations, inter

alia, for the office of chairman for each of the main committees. Resolution

EB11.R65, adopted by the Executive Board at its eleventh session, and which you have

before you on your desks, recommends that the Sixth World Health Assembly establish

two main committees: one for the programme and budget, and the other for administration,

finance and l,:gal questions. The Chair is of the opinion that the Assembly should

consider this recommendation now, with a view to enabling the Committee on Nominations

to know how many main committees there will be, and their respective terms of reference,

in order to elect the most suitable candidates. The document referred to is resolution

EB11.R65, dated 3 February 1953, on the desks of the delegates.

The Chair awaits the pleasure of the Assembly on the recommendations of the

eleventh session of the Executive Board. Is there any objection to approving the

recommendation as to the procedure for consideration of the 1954 programme and budget
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estimates by the Sixth 1Torld Health Assembly, coming from the Executive Board at its

eleventh session? If there is no objection, the Chair assumes that the Assembly

'approves this recommendation.

The Assembly having taken a decision on the recommendation of the Executive Board,

the Chair wishes to invite the attention of the Assembly to Rule 23 of the Rules of

Procedure, which sets out the terms of reference of the Committee on Nominations, and

says in fine:

The proposals of the Committee on Nominations shall be communicated to the

Health Assembly or to the main committees respectively, two hours at least before
the meeting during which the election is to take place.

On the assumption that the Committee on Nominations will meet at noon, as listed

in our agenda for this morning, it might be possible for the said committee to adopt

its report around 1.30 p.m. Hence the report of. the Committee on Nominations to the

Assembly would not be distributed before 3 p.m. To allow for the two hours'

requirement, the Chair might suggest that the Director- General be instructed to have

the report of the Committee on Nominations, as well as the report of the Committee on

Credentials, distributed in this Assembly at 3 p.m. and placed on the desks of all

delegations. If this is possible, it follows that our second plenary meeting might

convene again at 5 o'clock this afternoon.

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMUNICATIONS

The PRESIDENT: Before we adjourn this morning's meeting, permit me to make some

announcements.
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A certain number of countries have not yet informed the Secretariat of the

t composition of their delegations. In order to reserve a certain number of places for

these countries, the number of seats allocated to other delegations has had to be

limited, and where it has not been possible to seat all the members of the larger

delegations the Secretariat would like to express its regrets.

Delegates will find on their desks form 1IÏHO.9 - delegates personal data form - ,

which they are requested to complete if possible during this meeting, and it is most

important to indicate whether they are accompanied by members of their families or not.

In addition, the information contained in this form is indispensable for several

reasons, and first of all in the preparation of the list of delegations to the Assembly,

the distribution of documents, the arrangements for the personal mail of the delegates

and the preparation of invitations for the social functions during the Assembly.

Under Rule 10 of the Rules of Procedure, supplementary items may be added to the

agenda provided that they reach the Health Assembly not later than five days after the

opening of this session. Delegates aro therefore requested, if they wish to propose

any supplementary items, to submit them in writing to the assistant to the Secretary

of the Assembly, room A644, not later than Saturday, 9 May. Those delegates who wish

to take part in the discussion on the Director -General's Report and the Reports of the

Executive Board should, whenever possible, send in three advance copies of their

address to the assistant to the Secretary of the Assembly in room A644.

The Committee on Credentials, as indicated in the programme this morning, will

kindly meet at 12 noon or, since we found that we were able to terminate our business

early enough, immediately after the closure of this meeting, in Room X.
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The Committee on Nominations will likewise meet immediately after the close of

this meeting, in Room XI.

Ladies and gentlemen of the Assembly, we will now adjourn, to meet again at

five o'clock this afternoons

The meeting rose at 11.5 a.m.

La séance est levée à,ll b.05


