
 

AFR/RC28/R15: 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

Having carefully considered the report of the technical discussions on Social Policy and 

Health Development; 

 

Mindful of operative paragraph 1 of resolution WHA30.43, “The main social target of 

governments and WHO in the coming decades should be the attainment by all the citizens of the 

world by the year 2000 of a level of health that will permit them to live a socially and 

economically productive life”; 

 

Recalling also resolutions WHA30.30 and AFR/RC27/R1 on the social objective of health 

for all by year 2000; 

 

Noting that social policy, of which health is a component, is very closely interrelated with 

socioeconomic conditions prevailing in a society, and recognizing the need for revolutionary 

approaches to obtain a realistic health policy; 

 

 Noting that at present 80%-90% of the populations of developing countries live in rural 

and semi-urban areas where health and medical services are inadequate and where disease, 

hunger, ignorance and poverty are rife; 

 

Noting that countries with similar national incomes or budget levels do not always give the 

same order of priority to the health sector and that their meagre resources are unfairly shared 

among peripheral populations; 

 

Convinced that social health goals that will enable populations to lead an economically 

productive life can be attained through primary health care which includes drinking-water 

supplies, an acceptable standard of waste disposal, the protection of populations against insects 

and rodents, prosper family health care, nutrition, immunization, prevention and control of 

endemic diseases, first aid for disease and accidents, and health education, 

 

1. ENDORSES the content, conclusions and recommendations of the report of the 1978 

technical discussions on social policy and health development in Africa; 

 

2. URGES governments of the Member States to: 

 

(i) manifest political will to determine and formulate health policies and introduce 

mechanisms for setting up satisfactory  health care delivery systems;  

 

(ii) take necessary steps to improve health care for underprivileged populations by 

increasing budgetary allocations for health to at least 10% of the national 

budget in order to ensure that they attain a level of health by the year 2000 that 

will permit them to live a socially and economically productive life; 

 

3. URGES the OAU Administrative Secretary-General and non-aligned Member States 

to draw the attention of Heads of State and Government to support the social policy 

and health development essential for enabling each individual to live a socially and 

economically productive life; 

 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director to: 

 

(i) transmit this resolution to the OAU Administrative Secretary-General and 

Member States of the movement of non-aligned countries; 

 



 

(ii) continue to ensure WHO collaboration and support to Member States in their 

effort to formulate and implement sound health goals so as to provide essential 

medical and health care for all, with the ultimate objective of social justice. 
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