
 

AFR/RC28/R8: 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

Referring to resolution AFR/RC27/R10; 

 

Having considered the regional onchocerciasis control programme1 and the specific 

problems related to the training of medical entomologists in Africa; 

 

 Noting the encouraging progress made by the Oncochocerciasis Control Programme in the 

Volta Basin area (OCP) and the action taken to carry out feasibility studies on onchocerciasis 

control outside the OCP area; 

 

Considering that the problems related to onchocerciasis control exist also for the control of 

many other vector-borne diseases, 

 

1. CONGRATULATES the Regional Director on the cooperation extended to the 

Member States of the Region for the control of onchocerciasis; 

 

2. ENDORSES the action proposed and taken by the Regional Director for extending 

onchocerciasis control activities to other endemic countries where this disease 

constitutes a serious socioeconomic problem, and for developing further the training 

of medical entomologists in Africa; 

 

3. RECOMMENDS that governments: 

 

(i) take advantage of the facilities available to increase their self-reliance in all 

fields related to the epidemiology and control of onchoserciasis; 

 

(ii) established appropriate career structures and opportunities for persons trained 

in disciplines related to the control of onchocerciasis and, more generally, 

vector-brone diseases; 

 

(iii) make available to Member States the services of their national specialists and 

training centres available in the field of vector-borne diseases, in the context of 

technical cooperation among developing countries (TCDC); 

 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director to: 

 

(i) continue cooperation with the Member States seriously affected by 

onchocerciasis and developing fresh activities for controlling this diseases; 

 

(ii) continue to encourage existing national training institutions of the Region to 

strengthen or develop postgraduate training courses in all specialties with 

special emphasis on the training of medical entomologists, parasitologists and 

epidemiologists; 

 

(iii) call on all international, regional and bilateral instructions and organizations to 

contribute to the funding of the abovementioned activities and to supplement 

national and WHO regular budget resources; 

 

(iv) inform the Director-General and request him to seek extra-budgetary funds for 

onchocerciasis control at the global level; 

 
                                                           
1 Document AFR/RC28/16. 



 

(v) keep the Regional Committee regularly informed of progress made in his 

reports of activities. 
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