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1. STUDY ON PROBLEMS RELATING TO INTERNЛTIONАL MEDICAL LAW AND TO COMP�RATIVE 
HEЛLTH LEGISLATION. PROPOSAL BY THE GOVERNMENT OF BЕI,GNm: Item 7.3.8 of the 
Agenda. (Documents А6 /AFL /3 and A6 /AFL /3 Add.l) (Continuation) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the committee had heard at its previous meeting a 

statement by the delegate of Belgium who had proposed a resolution concerning a 

preparatory study of the problems relating to international medical law and compara- 

tive health legislation. 

Mr. de PINHO (Portugal), supporting the draft resolution of the delegation of 

Belgium, said his delegation believed that in view of the progress of medical 

science and the evolution in the demands of social life, the time had come to consider 

the possibility of unification and standardization of international medical law. A 

thorough examination of the whole problem should be undertaken in the first instance. 

Dr. MURPHY (United States of ^.mеriса) said that his delegation supported in 

principle the attitude of the delegation of Belgium partiзularly'concerning the 

pseudo -scientific atrocities and the position of the medical profession with regard 

to aggressive war. It wished however to bring certain facts to the attention of 

the commit.tee .which Weré of importance in the general consideration of the problem. 

The United States delegation assumed that the words "international medical lаw+' in 

document A6 /AFL /3 were used in the widest and generic sense of the word "law" rather 

than in a mandatory statutory sense. He believed the Belgian delegation was not 

concerned with national laws relating to the medical profession in the different 

countries or specialized techniques of medical practice which might vary from country 

to country. Secondly, his delegation believed it was premature to speak of the 
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preparation of a code of medical law, which was a very complex problem. Уany agencies 

and groups were concerned with it from many different points of view and some of them 

felt a real proprietary interest in the problem. To pass a resolution establishing 

a code would suggest that WHO was replacing their interest in the matter. Finally, 

he reminded the committee in passing that any request to the Secretariat to carry out 

a study involved the spending of money and money spent at an administrative level meant 

less to spend in the field. All thé committees should bear that in mind when consider- 

ing the value of a study. 

In view of those considerations, the United States delegation, while believing 

that the proposal reflected the kind of interest WHO shóuld have in such complex 

matters, proposed that the operative paragraph of the resolution should be amended 

to read: 

INVITES the Director -General, under the authority of the Executive 
Board, to undertake such a study with the assistance of appropriate 
organizations and persons and to report to a future session of the 
Executive Board. 

In reply to a question by the GRAIВiIАN, Mr. GEERAERTS (Belgium) expressed full . 

agreement with the interpretation of the delegate of the United States of America 

regarding the sense in which the words "international medical law" had been used. 

They had been used in the general sense of international medical law as a branch of 

public international law. The Belgian Government considered that at the present 

stage and in view of the fact that various non -governmental organizations were dealing 

with the question which had developed а certain acuity, it was desirable that it should 

be dealt with by an international body. The Belgian Government had not intended to 
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lay down precise directions regarding the form of the study in its draft resolution and 

he was in complete agreement with the amendments suggested by the delegate of the 

United -States. 

Dr. HAYEK (Lebanon), congratulating the Belgian delegation on its proposal, 

asked whether the assistance of qualified bodies of competent persons would be voluntary 

or whether it would have financial implications for WHO. In the latter case he agreed 

that the committee should continue its consideration of the proposal. If, however, 

there were no financial implications he felt that the proposal should be examined by 

the Committee 32n Programme and Budget. 

Air. GEERAERTS (Belgium) replied that in making its proposal the Belgian Government 

had believed that the persons and organizations concerned would, by reason of their 

interest in the matter ands because many of them had urged that the question be:raised 

in the World Health Assembly, assist voluntarily in the study. 

1г. SIEGEL (Assistant Director- General, Department of Дdministration and Finance) 

secretary, assumed that the intention of the resolution as revised would be to invite 

the Director- General to submit to a future session of the Board in the first instance 

a preliminary plan for the carrying out of the study. The Director- General would 

presumably include in his report to the Board à statement of the financial implications 

of the plan he suggested. It would then be for the Board to authorize the Director.- 

General either to proceed with the study or to include provision in some future budget 
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in order that the financial implications could be submitted to a future session of 

the Health Assemb y. 

If that interpretation were correct, it could safely be assumed that there would 

be no financial implication until some specific budgetary provision had been made. 

Dr. MURPHY (United States of America) said the Secretary had accurately expressed 

the views underlying the United States! amendments. 

Decision: The committee adopted the resolution proposed by the Belgian 
delegation as amended by the United States delegation.. The resolution 

as adopted read as follows: 

The Sixth world Health Assembly, 

Considering the suggestion made by the Belgian Government that a 

preparatory study be undertaken of the problems relating to international 
medical law and comparative health legislation, 

INVITES the Director -General, under the authority of the Executive 
-Board, to undertake such a study with the assistance of appropriate 
organizations and persons and to report to a future session of the Executive 
Board. 

2. REVIEW of sТлТUs of THE АЅЅјВLY sцsPENSE ACCOUNT: Item 7.6.5 of the Agenda 

(Official Records Nos. 35 and 47). 

Decision: The committee noted the position of the Assembly suspense 9ccount 
as set out in Official Records No. 47, pages 36 and 37. 
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З. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ON ARRE R3 CF СCNTRIBUТIONS FOR 1948, 19G?9; 1950 
AND 1951 AND RECOYNENDED ACTION: Item 762 of the Agenda (Official Records 
Nos. 42 and 46 and document А6/34) 

The CHAIRiN drew attention to the resolution of the Executive Board EB11.R31 

(Official Records No. 46) requesting the Director- General to forward current 

information em the subject of the collection of contributions and advances to the 

Working Capital Fund to the Sixth World Health Assembly and to report. on any Hembers 

whose assessments for the years 1948 -1951 had not been paid, in accordance with 

resolution WHA5.l3. Document А6/34 had been prepared in compliance with that request. 

Dr. НАУЕК (Lebanon) said that the Board1s resolution and document ј:б/34 referred 

only to a list of countries in arrears. He would like to knаиΡг what iдΡe ores were 

recommended for remedying the situation, 

The SECRETARY recalled that the Fifth World, Health Assembly, i.. resolution 

¶IA5.l3 had drawn attention to the serious implications that non --- payment of contri- 

butions would have on the operations of the Organization, and called upon Members 

who had not yet made arrangements to liquidдte their- arrears of contributions to 

take appropriate action to do so during 1952. The resolution further requested 

Members who had not already done so to provide regularly in their annual budgets for 

their contributions to WHO and had finally requested thе- Executive Board to furnish 

a. complete report to the Sixthh World Health Assembly on any Members whose assessments 

to the 1948, 1949, 1950 and 1951 budgets had not been paid at the time of the 

convening of the Health Assembly, together with recommendations for any action it 

might consider appropriate. That report we.s now before the committee. The Director- 



А6/АFL/лЛi.n/3 

page 7 

General had drawn the attention of all Member States and particularly of those in 

arrears to the report. He had also established the procedure of sending each month 

a similar report to all Member States showing the status of all contributions and 

advances to the Working Capital Fund and in addition the Director -General periodically 

wrote to Member States that had not yet paid their contributions requesting that 

action be taken to liquidate the debt. 

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan), recalling that he had raised the question at the opening 

meeting of the committee, said it would appear from the statement of the Secretary 

that the Organization had taken sufficient steps to acquaint defaulting Members of 

the consequences of non -payment of their contributions. At the meeting of the 

Committee on Programme and Budget that morning, during the discussion regarding a 

proposed reduction of the small sum of 650,000 in the proposed budget, the delegate 

of India had referred to that resolution and had appealed to Members to pay their 

contributions so that such small cuts should not be so acutely felt by the Organization.' 

In view of the fact that sufficient notice had been given to countries - some of which 

had not paid their contributions from 1948 while they had continued to receive 

services - he suggested the following resolution: 

The Sixth 7оrld Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report on arrears of contributions, 

Considering it desirable that Article 7 of the Constitution be invoked 
after a reasonable length of time and in gradual stages in respect of all 
Members who are in arrears 
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RESOLVES that a Member which i s in ar_'ears in the payment of its 
financial contributions to the Crganization in an amount which equals 
or exceeds the amount of the contributions due'from it for the pre- 
ceding two full years at the time of the convening of the World Health 
Assembly in 1954 shall have no vote in the Assembly. 

That was not- a novel suggestion since Article - 19 of the Charter of the United 

Nations provided for similar. measures. . However, the last provision of Article 19 

might be added to the draft resolution, the final paragraph of which would then read: 

11The World Health Assembly may nevertheless permit such a Member to vote if 
it is satisfied that the failure to pay is due to cgnd.tions beyond the 
control of the Member," 

In reply to a question by. Dro HAYEK (Lebanon) as to what he considered to be 

a "reasonable length of time', Dro JAFAR (Pakistan) said that while mentioning a 

reasonable length of time he had also referred to the -period which had already 

elapsed and which in some cases was five years. Moreover, a further two years would 

have elapsed between the date of the Fifth World. Health Assembly resolution drawing 

the attention of Members to the situation and the 1954 Health Аsoеmblу. He therefore 

considered that reasonable time had been allowed.. 

Dr. GONZАТ S (Venezuela) felt that in an organization such as the World Health 

Organization, which as a part of the United Nations was destined to maintain a 

spirit of understanding among the various countries of the world, such a measure. as 

that proposed would have very regrettable results. It would place a number of 

countries in a difficult and delicate situation. He felt that there should be further 

delay in the application of such a measure, not only because great prudence should be 

exercised in such delicate questions but because the Director -General had indicated 
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in document L6/34 that certain governments in arrears had taken or were taking final 

steps to bring their payments up to date. Experience in the Pan American Sanitary 

Organization had shown that the Member States did pay all their arrears in time and 

there was no reason to think that the situation would be different in the case of 

WHO. Hе therefore requested the committee to give the matter earnest attention and 

stated that his delegation would vote against the draft resolution. 

4 

Mr. "CORKERY (Australia) said that his delegation supported the resolution 

proposed by the delegate of Pakistan for several reasons. First, because of a phrase 

used by the delegate of Pakistan at the previous meeting, to the effect that rights 

could only follow from responsibilities. Members had responsibility in respect of 

contributions since failure to pay would either throw a burden on other Members or 

reduce the amount of funds available to the Orgaэait.ita for its activities. Secondly, 

iЛΡ1HO had shown considerable leniency in dealing with arrears of contributions and 

the time had now come to use similar methods to those used by the United Nations 

and other specialized agencies. Thirdly, the proposed, resolution made provision for 

countries who could not pay for reasons beyond their control to state their case to 

the Health Assembly. 

Mr. de Erice y O'SHEA (Spain) stated that as Spain was one of those on the list 

of countries in arrears, it was difficult for him to participate in the discussion 

on the proposal made by the delegate of Pakistan. He wished, however, to make 

certain remarks on behalf of the Мembers in arrears and particularly of his country. 
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Member States had joined the Organization in a spirit of international collaboration 

and in order to promote social progress. Unfortunately the external, financial 

situation had prevented Spain from making its contributions punctually. Two months 

ago, however, it had paid a certain amount of its arrears, and was negotiating with 

the Swiss Government with a view to obtaining Swiss francs resulting from its 

exports to Switzerland, in order to liquidate the arrears outstanding. If thё 

proposed resolution were adopted, some 16 or 18 countries might be prevented from 

participating in the work of the 1954 Health Assembly. Article 7 of the Constitution 

gave a certain discretion to the Executive Board and the Board should take measures 

against the countries which refused to collaborate, but not against poor countries 

.which had not yet succeeded in fulfilling their financial obligations. 

Moreover, the action taken by the World Health 'Assembly would differ from that 

of other specialized agencies. He believed that arrears of certain Members of 

UNESCO exceeded tyro years' contributions and yet UNESCO had not taken disciplinary 

measures against these countries. The proposal of the delegate of Pakistan gave a 

country in arrears the possibility of presenting its case to the Health Assembly. 

But the situation of the delegates of such countries, would be still more unpleasant 

if they had to present their case before the Health Assembly. 

He urged the committee to study the question from the angle both of the countries 

which refused to pay their contributions and of those which were unable to pay their 

dues on time owing to a difficult external financial situation. 



A6 / =г /мin /3 
page 11 

The SECRETARY recalled his report at the first meeting that considerable progress 

had been,.made during 1952 and the beginning of the current year in respect of payments 

from Members. States in arrears. That. represented an improvement compared with former 

years... .Moreover,, each year since the beginning of the Organization it had been 

possible.to. report progress in the payment of annual contributions. A resolution 

very smi-Llar to that proposed by the delegate of Pakistan had been considered at an 

earlier 'session of the, World Health Assembly„ At that time it had been considered 

that owing to the short period during which WHO had been in existence Member govern- 

ments had not been able to make all the legislative arrangements necessary for the 

fulfilment of their financial obligations to the Organization and that a further delay 

should be permitter before applying the sanctions provided in Article 7 of the 

Constitution. Considerable progress had already been made without sanctions and . 

further progress could be expected in the future. 

Referring to the observations of the delegate of Spain, he suggested that the 

situation of relatively new Members in arrears should be regarded with sympathy because' 

they encountered certain difficulties in making arrangements to pay' their contributions. 

The adoption of the proposed resolution would translate Article 7' from a 

permissive provision into an automatic provision and would align the policy of WHO in 

the matter with that of the United Nations, Hе was unable to supply specific 

information on the practice, policy or constitutional provisions of the other' 

specialized agencies. There were, however, alternаtives to the adoption of'the " 

proposed resolution. A more flexible resolutionz might be adopted. Suspension of 

voting rights for instance might be made operative in a later year than 195+ or the 
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amount of three full years arrears might be allowed instead of two full years before 

the convening of the Health Assembly. 

Mr. MAHMOUD (Egypt) said that the measures taken by the World Health Assembly 

should not differ from those taken by the same governments Members of other specialized 

agencies. Article 7 of the Constitution was a standard provision which appeared in 

the charters of the other international organizations. As far as he was aware none 

had applied it up to the present. He queried the wisdom of taking sanctions in the 

field of public health. He suggested that the Director- General should be asked to 

make a study of the measures taken by the other international organizations and urged 

the delegate for Pakistan to defer his proposal until the Director -General had 

presented his report. 

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan) was unable to agree to the request of the delegate of Egypt 

since he felt that sufficient time had elapsed and that the Organization had been 

sufficiently long established to take steps to recover its dues. Without money the 

Organization could not meet the objectives it had been announcing nor ho]'; countries in 

their health projects. 

He failed to understand the suggestion that if voting rights were suspended 

countries would be prevented from participating in the activities of the Organization. 

It had not been suggested that services to those countries should be suspended. 

Associate members had a right to take part in discussions but not to vote. The least 

that a country which had been unable to pay could do would be to forego its voting 

rights. 
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Dr. JIMENEZ (Chile) said that Chile was a country whose economic structure had 

prevented it on certain occasions in the past from fulfilling promptly-its inter- 

national financial obligations. At the present time conditions permitted the 

regular payment of its contributions but it did not consider it a matter for shame 

that it had been unable to pay in certain years. A country, which was an organization 

above individuals, should not be subjected to san etiоns,except in certain clearly 

defined cases where the governments deliberately attempted to escape the obligations 

they had freely entered into with regard to the international organizations. The 

proposed sanctions would unfortunately apply to a small number 6f countries, which 

according to the information given in document А6/34 had done everything possible 

to fulfil their obligations. It could nit be said that those countries had 

deliberately intended to default. The delegate of Pakistan might be asked, therefore, 

to modify his proposal by omitting the mention of any precise period after which 

sanctions would be applied. When the governments in arrears had had the possibility 

of explaining their situation the Health Assembly might consider the application of 

certain sanctions. But unless the Organization took every precaution to avoid 

wounding the dignity and susceptibilities of a sovereign nation, it would not 

have observed the spirit with which it should be inspired: 

Dr. SEGURA (Argentina) regretted that, being the only member of his delegation, 

he had been unable, to be present during the first part of "the discussion. He 

concurred with the statement made by the delegate of Chile whio'had presented the 

situation from the point of view of the Latin American countries. The fact that 
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the Argentine was, according to document А6/3 , the country most in arrears was 

accidental. The delegation had come to the Sixth World Health Assembly believing 

that it had at least met its arrears of the first three years. At the end of 

1952 the Argentine Government had decided to pay a sum of several million pesos en bloc 

to the specialized agent .os rep osent ig ±ts ar �aгs for 1948, 1949$ and x950:. 

It had not been possible to paу in hard currency because of the failure of the 

harvest in three successive years. The Pan American Sanitary Bureau and the 

other specialized agencies had acknowledged the payments received. A draft 

(No. 3580) for 1,318,912 Swiss francs had also been sent to WHO. Unfortunately 

there had been delay in the transmission but he could assure the Committee that 

the delegation of Argentine had made a superhuman effort to persuade the Government 

to speed up the transfer. Furthermore, before he had left I2uenos Aires steps had 

been taken to speed up payment of the quotas due for 1951 and 1952. The Organization 

would be showing a spirit of cordiality and broadmindedness in not regarding the 

delay in payment as a reason to establish a ше for the future in view of the 
manifest desire of Argentina to do everything in its power to co- operate, as 

evidenced further by the presence of a delegation at the World Health Assembly 

after an absence of two years. 

Sir Arcot МULIALL9R (India) said that at the morning session of the Committee on 

Programme and Budget he had drawn the attention to the fact that considerable sums 

were still outstanding to the Organization both in respect to contributions and 

to advances to the Working Capital Fund; some arrears extended over a period of years, 
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and it was desirable that steps should be taken to recover them. Hе had 

suggested that regional organizations might be asked to undertake that 

responsible work. It was an unpleasant duty to raise.the question of 

arrears in the Health Assembly or in the committee and he was sure that 

the delegate of Pakistan had not intended to wound the susceptibilities 

of any Member States. The committee did not wish to cast reflection on 

the sovereignty of any Member State: this was clear from the fact that 

Article 7 of the Constitution of WHO already provided, for the suspension 

of voting privileges. 

The proposal put forward by the delegate of Pakistan did not suggest 

immediate action but allowed a whole year for Member States to improve 

their financial position in relation to WHO; moreover it provided for the 

suspension of voting rights and not of the services of WHO. Since Article 

7 of the Constitution provided that the Health Assembly should have the 

authority to restore voting privileges the question would still be left open 

for decision by the Seventh World Health Assembly. It was clear that the 

effective working of the Organization would. be impeded if the example of 

those in arrears were followed by other Member States. . Delegates and Member 

States had a duty and a responsibility to. safeguard the interests of WHO.. 

If a resolution on the lines proposed were adopted it would help delegates 

to persuade. their respective governments to discharge their obligations to 

an organization which was doing its best to improve.the health. and welfare of 

. people all over the world. He could see nothing harmful in the resolution, 
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but only wished to request the delegate of Pakistan to change the period of 

two full years to three full years which would allow ample time for payment 

of arrears. Such an amendment would mean that only arrears up to the end 

of 1951 would have to be paid by the time the World Health Assembly met in 

1951+. He emphasized that the resolution did not imply an immediate suspension 

of voting rights but allowed Member States a full year to fulfil their 

financial obligations to WHO and that, in view of all the discussions which 

had taken place during the past two or three years, was not an unreasonable 

proposition. 

Replying to the CHAIRMAN, Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan) confirmed his agreement 

to the amendment (altering the period from two to three years) suggested by 

the delegate of India. 

• Mr. Wynne MASON (New Zealand) said that his delegation fully realised 

the difficulties confronting delegates from countries in arrears who had to 

convince their governments that their contributions to the World -Health 

Organization must be paid; but a similar situation faced many delegates to 

the World Health Assembly. Great difficulty had been found in recent years 

in convincing governments that the assessments of their contributions to various 

international organizations were not excessive. Nevertheless, WHO, like other 

international organizations, depended on the contributions of its Member States 

for the greater part of its budget, and it was therefore, essential that further 

efforts should be made to reduce arrears. He therefore suggested that: the 

Secretariat might be able to provide at a later meeting some information on the 

practice in other specialized agencies of the United Nations in such circumstances, 



А6 /AFL/Min /3 
page 17 

and that a decision should be postponed until such information was forthcoming. 

Dr. AUJALEU (France) said that the original proposal had already been considerably 

toned down in' the course of the discussion and he would like to see that process carried 

further. Although the delegate of Pakistan and those who supported his proposal were 

.strictly correct, he himself'felt that the question should not be considered purely as an. 

accounting matter. At a time when much was being said about the necessity for persuasion 

in health activities, it was better to use conciliation than coe?cion; he felt that every 

conciliatory effort should be made to induce countries whose contributions were in arrears 

to face their international responsibilities, before taking unpleasant steps which might 

in any.case not benefit the Organization. 

Mr. CHEESON (Liberia) said that while his delegation agreed with the substance 

of the Pakistan proposal, he wished, in view of the statements of the Secretary, the 

explanations given in document А6/31+ and by certain defaulting Members, and the 

discussion which had just taken place to propose that: 

1. The Director -General should be requested to obtain from other specialized agencies 

of the United Nations, such as ILO and UNESCO, information on their methods for 

dealing with defaulting Members and the time Allowed to meet their obligations; 

2. The Director -General should report his findings to the Executive Board as early 

as possible for their approval and action; 

3. The Executive Board should report to the Seventh World Health Assembly its 

findings and recommendations'on. how the matter could be settled amicably and 

without further discussion„ 

The World Health Organization was not a political organization, but one which had friendly 

relations with all nations, and some means should be found without censure of ensuring 

that obligations were met, 
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Mr. SOLE (Union of South Africa) said that while delegates were all aware of the 

difficulties of the question, experience in other specialized agencies had shown that 

delegations found it of great assistance in their representations tiО their governments 

when the specialized agencies concerned took a firm stand on the question of arrears of 

contributions. In the case of the United Nations, where the application of an 

automatic sanction was provided for, the question of applying that sanction had never 

arisen; countries had been faced with special difficulties in the payment of their 

contributions, but had made the necessary arrangements. He was not suggesting that 

the United Nations criteria should be applied to Tvн0 or any other specialized agency. 

Z'iorld Health Assemblies had drawn attention to the difficulties arising from arrears 

in contribution, and at no time had legitimate complaints or representations from 

governments been disregarded. Difficulties existed with regard to the currency of 

contributions, and he was sure that if, having regard to the previous day's decision 

on the scale of assessments, any country replying to the invitation for comments were 

to submit to the Exacutive Board problems arising out of currency difficulties, full 

consideration would be given to them0 levertheless, if a formal decision were not 

tL.kan at the present stage, TJHO would follow the example of other specialized agencies 

which tended to shelve such proЫems. He suggested that the difficulties of countries 

in arrears might be met, if the deadline of 1954 stipulated in the Pakistan proposal 

were altered to 1955, the original provision for two years' arrears of payments being 

retained. 

Dr. SULIANTI (Indonesia) said that it was clear that all delegates, and especially 

those representing the countries in arrears, found the existing state of affairs 
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unsatisfactory. He supported the proposal made by the delegate of South. Africa to 

allow Member States until 1955 to make up their arrears of contributions. 

Professor DONNADIEU (Costa Rica) proposed that the mattes be referred to the 

Executive Board for more -detailed study since it was a_ problem which needed to be dealt 

with without haste and in the spirit expressed by the delegates of France and of other 

countries. 

The SECRETARY, replying to the delegate of New Zealand, said that three agencies, 

ILO, FAO and UNESCO each had a provision :in their Constitution :whièh.had the effect 

of denying a vote in the conference-- to any country whose arrears equalled or.exceeded 

the amount of contribution due for the preceding two full years. . 

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan) complained that, under the existing situation, the "5orld 

Health Assembly had to take a separate decision on each individual case, and thus 

caused embarrassment both to those taking the decision and those who were the objects 

of the decision. If action were made automatic, it wA uld be more or less anonymous 

and embarrassment would be avoided. 

Mr. GEERAERTS (Belgium), while "'agrëeing with the views expressed by the delegate 

of France said that it was nevertheless necessary to adopt an-attitude which would not 

be open to reproach by the Economic and Social Council. He suggested that the follow- 

ing amendment to the propo'sal'by the delegate of Pakistan and amended by the delegate 

of India might meet the wishes expressed bÿ the delegate of France: 
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Paragraph 1 of the resolution should read: 

If a Member is in arrears in the payment of its financial 

contribution to the Organization in an amount which equals or exceeds the 

amount of the contribution due from it for the preceding three full years 

at the time of convening the World Health Assembly in 1954, the Health 

Assembly may consider, according to Article 7 of the Constitution, whether 

the right of voting should be granted or notл 

The last sentence would remain as it mould allow a country in difficulties to explain 

its situation. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the committee had before it the following proposals: 

1. The resolution put forward by the delegate of Pakistan and amended by the 

delegate of India. 

2. A proposal made by the delegate of the Union of South Africa to restore the 

original period of two years but to substitute 1955 for 1954. 

3. An amendment proposed by the delegate of Belgium which would make it optional 

for the World Health Assembly to deprive a Member of its right to vote. 

4. The following proposal made by the delegate of Liberia: 

The Sixth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report on arrears of contributions, 

Having considered that it may be desirable to provide for invoking part 

of Article 7 of the Constitution, 

1. BELIEVES that a study of the manner in which arrears in contributions are 

handled by other international organizations is desirable; 

2. REQUESTS the Director -General to submit a study of this matter to the 

Executive Board, taking into account 
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(1) the discussion which took place in the Sixth World Health Assembly, 

(2) the way in which arrears in contributions are handled by other 
international organizations-, 

(3) any communications received from Member States, and finally 

3. REQUESTS the Executive Board to report to the Seventh World Health Assembly. 

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan) said that he and the delegate of India would agree to the 

restoration of the period of two years and to the alteration of the date of application 

to 1955. 

Dr. GJURGEJEVIC (Yugoslavia) expressed his support for the proposal as amended by 

the delegate of Pakistan in agreement with the delegates of India and the Union of South 

Africa. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that a vote should be taken first on the Liberian proposal, 

then on the Belgian amendment, and finally on the original proposal submitted by the 

delegate of Pakistan and amended in agreement with other delegates. 

Dr. GONZALES (Venezuela) proposed that the resolutions should be circulated to 

delegates, in accordance with Rule 50 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, 

and that any decision should be postponed accordingly. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed that the proposal of the delegate of Venezuela had some validity, 

in view of the complexity of the proposals and amendments that had been submitted, and 

asked for the committee's views. 
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Dr. J�dlENEZ. (Chile) "supported the proposal made by the delegate of Venezuela: 

delegates needed time to study the various proposals. 

Dr. KAHANY.(Israel) also supported the Venezuelan proposal. 

..After ascertaining from the Chairman that discussion сóuld be reopened when the 

item was again brought before the committee; Dr..КHANАС1ЕТ (Saudi Arabia) moved the 

closure of the debate. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that since the delegate of Saudi Arabia ha.d indicated his 

desire to speak before "thё adjournment had been moved, his proposal was legitimate. 

According to Rule•..56 of the Rules of' Procedure, two delegates could speak against the 

motion for 

Mr. CORREA ADO LAGO (Brazil) was not certain that -the provisions of Rule 50 of the 

Rules of Procedure hад'béen correctly followed. Surelÿ discussion should start when 

the resolutions had been circulated to delegates. 

The CHAIRMAN: drew attention to the final sentence of 'the rule in question which 

provided that the chairman might permit discussion and consideration of resolutions, 

amendments, etc., even though they had not been circulated, or, had.only been circulated 

on the same day. 

Dr. KAHANY (Israel) said that discussion had been alloWed of resolutions and 

amendments which had only been distributed that day, or during the meeting. There had 

been a request, in accordance withthe first part of Rule 50, that discussion might be 
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postponed until the written resolutions were in the hands of delegates. It seemed to 

him that that was not the moment to propose the closure of the debate. Since no one 

else had asked to speak, the general discussion was evidently at an end; but dis- 

cussion on the texts of the resolutions could remain open. 

The CHAiRA.N said that he was bound by the Rules of Procedure. Two speakers had 

been heard against the closure, and he now proposed to put the matter to the vote. 

Decision: The resolution for closure of the debate was adopted by 21 votes to 
17 with 1 abstention. 

The CH'IRMAN said that the relative documents would be circulated to delegates and 

the various proposals voted on at a subsequent meeting. 

Mr. RUED' (Switzerland) asked that a small amendment might be made to 

Document A6 /34 for purposes of clarification. He proposed that the penultimate 

sentence under 2.1 Argentina, on page 2 of the document, should be amended to read as 

follows: 

'However, as Argentina did not make this payment in freely convertible currency and 
since there is at present no clearing agreement between Argentina and Switzerland, the 

Office Suisse de Compensation was unable to effect the transfer .1 

He hoped that the delegate of Argentina would have no objection to the amendment. 

Dr. SEGURA (Argentina) believed that the situation was as described by the 

delegate of Switzerland, 
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The СНАМмАN interpreted this as an acceptance by the delegate of Argentina 

of the statement made by the Swriss delegate. 

Decision: The amendment proposed by the delegate of Switzerland to 
document А6/34 was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 5.45 p.m. 


