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1. ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING ТТЕ1S REFERRED TO THE TRIAL SUB- СOмrIТТЕE 

The CHAIRMAN informed the committee that items referred to the Legal Sub - 

Committee for its consideration would be limited both in number and in scope. The 

committee would itself take all policy decisions and only the strictly legal aspects 

of any particular item would be referred to the sub -committee. 

2. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOСIAТE MEl'BЕRS: APPLICATION BY THE GOVERNMENT 
OF NEPAL: Item 7.3.1 of the Agenda (Documents A6 /12 and A6 /12 Add.1.) 

Sir Arcot MUDALIER (India) proposed that the application by the Government of 

Nepal for membership of the World Health Organization be considered by the committee 

before it began consideration of assessments for 1954 so that the assessment of 

that new Member might be included. 

It was so agreed. 

+ Sir Arcot MUDALIAR (India) had pleasure in commending the application of the 

Government of Nepal for membership in WHO. He recalled that the information required 

for fu17 membership of the Organization had been submitted and was contained in 

documents X16/12 and A6/12 Add.l. 

Mr. ATTYGALLE (Ceylon) supported the Indian delegatets recommendation. 

The CHAIRMAN called on the representative of the Government of Nepal who had 

requested permission to address the meeting. 
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ЪΡг. ACHARYA (Nepal) said that his Government had the highest esteem for the 

aims and objectives of. the World Health Organization and fully appreciated the role 

played by that Organization in alleviating the suffering of mankind and in promoting 

peace and prosperity by working towards the brotherhood of all peoples despite 

political differences. 

His country faced a heavy task in combating malaria and hoped:that, as a ?ember 

of WHO, it would be increasingly successful in eradicating that disease. 

He expressed regret at the retirement of the present Director -General to whom 

he extended his Government's best wishes. He was sure that the new Director- General 

would be successful in bringing about the ever -growing realization of the Organization': 

objectives. 

The Government of Nepal was honoured to be a Member of the World Health 

Organization and he offered his sincere thanks on its behalf to the Health Assembly. 

Dr, VOLLENWEIDER (Switzerland) said that although his country had no diplomatic 

or commercial relations with Nepal, Switzerland felt a particular link binding it to 

Nepal as the country in which Mount Everest was situated. He recalled, however, that 

his Government had reasons of a more scientific nature which had led it to commend 

the admission of Nepal to WHO. At the beginning of 1951, his Government had sent 

to Kathmandu three experts who had submitted an enthusiastic report on agriculture, 

industry and handicrafts in that country. Technical advisers would. shortly be 

sent to Nepal from Switzerland. His Government had advised the Government of Nepal 
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to apply for membership of the Food and :;gricultuilal Organization, to which it had 

been admitted the previous year, and had the honour to support its admission to WHO. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the committee's 

consi derati on: 

The Sixth World Health lssembly 

ADMITS Nepal as a Member of the World Health Organization, subject to 

the deposit of an instrument of acceptance of the Constitution in accordance 
with Article 79. 

Decision: There being no objection, the draft resolution was adapted. 

3. ASSESSMENT OF CHINA: Item 7,5.2 of the "gendа (Official Records No.46, 
ЕВ11.R34 and Annex 8; Documents 16/21 and .6/43) 

The CHAIRMAN called attention to resolution EB11.R34 on the assessment of 

China, together with Annex 8 of Official Records No.46, as well as to the relevant 

communications contained in document A6 /21.. Hе noted that the delegation of the 

Philippines had submitted a draft resolution (document А6/43) and that the following 

draft resolution had been submitted by the delegation of Norway: 



А6/AFL/Л2in/2 

Page 5 

гhе Sixth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Executive Board and Resolution 

В 1..R34� 

Taking into account that the World Health Organization is not 

primarily concerned with political matters, 

Noting that the situation in the Western Pacific Area is still confused 

and that far -reaching political decisions may be pending, 

RESOLVES that it is premature to take any decision at this time on 

the proposed adjustment of the assessment of the Republic of China. 

Dr. ELICANO (Philippines) recalled that his delegation had, at the previous 

Health Assembly, transmitted the wishes of the Republic of China to be reintegrated 

in WHO as an active Member. The question had been referred to the Executive 

Board for its consideration and the Board had submitted its recommendations thereon 

in resolution EB11.R34. However, in view of the developments which had taken 

place in the situation since that date and which were recorded in document л6/21, . 

his delegation wished to submit the draft resolution contained in document A6/43. 

He called attention to the proposals contained in paragraphs 1(2) and 2(1) - 

the sum proposed in the latter to be paid preferably in Philippine pesos - in his 

delegation's draft resolution which constituted the essential differences as compared' 

with resolution-•EB11.R34. He also drew attention to the statement made by the 

Director- General in that connexion, contained in paragraph 4 of document A6 /21. 
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It should be borne in mind that, in spite of the present situation in China, 

the Republic of China had maintained its interest in the work of WHO and desired 

to participate in its activities. 

Dr. МЦRPHY (United States of America) said that his Government viewed with 

great sympathy the request made by the Government of the Republic of China. 

However, it was unable to accept the Executive Board's proposal. By providing 

for a token payment by the Republic of China, it would create a bad precedent and 

have the effect of increasing the contribution of the United States Government to 

WHO above the statutory level of one --third of the total contributions. His 

Government believed that the amendment submitted by the delegation of the Philippines 

to that proposal constituted a favourable compromise since it recognized fiscal 

realities, and his delegation would therefore support that draft resolution. His 

Government recognized the real political difficulties involved and shared the view 

expressed in the Health Assembly that WHO should not involve itself in political 

considerations . 

Dr. EVANG (Norway) recalled, in introducing his delegation's draft amendment, 

that China had been one of the founding Members of WHO. It had therefore been 

with great regret that the Members of WHO had watched the development of the 

existing situation in the Far East. He reminded the committee that the Third World 

Health Assembly had received communications both from the Republic of China and from 

the Peoplets Republic of China, the former stating that it no longer regarded itself 

as a Member of WHO, and therefore becoming in the eyes of the Organization an inactive 
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Member, and the latter stating that the Republic of China should not be regarded as 

the true representative of the Chinese people and warning the Organization not to 

consider it as such. The previous year the Republic of China had requested 

permission to resume active participation in the Organization and accordingly the 

Executive Board had submitted a proposal in respect of Chinas financial obligations, 

regarding which the delegation of the Philippines had submitted further proposals. 

The fact that such a large proportion of the world s population should remain 

outside 7I0 constituted a great setback to the development of the Organization, not 

only because of that country's vast population or because of its great health needs 

but also because the means employed to solve that country's problems were a matter 

of interest and study for the Organizati ón. Consequently there could be no dis- 

agreement as to the desirability of welcoming China back into WHO as speedily as 

possible. However, the Republic of China clearly represented only some 5 рér cent 

of the total population of China and that Government's recognition of the situation 

was implied in the financial conditions it had proposed. To accept the proposal 

might give rise to a difficult situation. Article 30f the Constitution was 

unfortunately not applicable because of the political position in China. His 

Government believed the problem-to be a purely political one, as various speakers 

had statгd in the plenary sessions of the Health Assembly He did not think it 

possible to alleviate the situation; indeed it might deteriorate further if an 

unwise step were taken at the present stage which might prove contrary to the 

Organization's desire for universality in that it would become more difficult for 

other States to join the Organization, 



Ab/AFL%Min/2 
page 8 

Consequently, his Government believed that no action should be taken by the 

present session of the Health Assembly and that the matter should be reconsidered 

the following year. 

Dr. HAYEK (Lebanon) believed that, whatever the causes for the withdrawal 

of China from WHO, the application made by the Republic of China should be accepted, 

particularly in view of the considerations contained in document A6/21. His 

delegation fully appreciated the importance of the problem but was unable to agree 

with the view expressed by the delegation of Norway. It would therefore support 

the draft resolution submitted by the delegation of the Philippines. 

Sir Arcot NNDALIAR (India) said that his Government held the view that no 

action should be taken in WHO which would reflect the political situation, particu- 

larly since the Ѕ'еорlеts Republic of China was recognized by some-Member governments 

of WHO, The proposals made by the Republic of China were evidence that it did not 

consider itself responsible for the whole of China. WHO should not be concerned 

with political problems. Should the Republic of China now be-admitted, a difficult 

position would a.: °ise later in the event of application for membership of WHO from 

the People's Republic of China. While it was most regrettable that the present 

cleavage in China should exist, it was essential for WHO to accept the situation as 

it stood. 

Mr, HUNT (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) considered it 

advisable to view the matter from the financial standpoint rather than the political. 

He noted with satisfaction that the draft resolution submitted by the delegation of 

the Philippines recommended the retention of the Chinese assessment of 720 units. Any 
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lowering of that assessment could only be made following careful_study and would 

necessarily throw an additional burden on most MembersD However, the token payment to 

which the remainder of the resolution referred constituted an unsound precedent and his 

delegation was therefore unable to accept the Philippines t draft resolution as a whole. 

Mr. Wynne MASON (New Zealand) said that although his delegation agreed with the 

second paragraph of the Norwegian draft resolution to the effect that WHO was not 

primarily concerned with political matters, he was unable to accept the third paragraph 

of that draft resolution since the first part of that paragraph would appear to be a 

matter of opinion and the second part a matter of speculation. 

The resolution adopted by the Executive Board had been aimed at enabling at 

least a part of the Chinese people to participate in the work of WHO; He stressed 

the fact that China had been a founding Member of WHO and that the question was not 

political but rather whether China should be deprived of the benefits of WHO. His 

delegation would support the draft resolution proposed by the delegation of the 

Philippines which was substantially in agreement with that of the Executive Board. 

Mг. CORКERY (Australia) also believed that it was advisable to limit attention to 

the financial aspects of the problem. If the Philippine draft resolution were accepted, 

there would not only be considerable arrears to the 1954 budget in respect of China, 

but such arrears would continue to accrue. He therefore proposed an amendment to 

paragraph 1(2) of the Philippine proposal in keeping with the principle of capacity to 

pay. He suggested that the words "and which shall be calculated by applying the usual 

United Nations criteria of the capacity to pay to the financial position of the Chinese 

Government" should be inserted following the words "not less than $10,000 ". It would 
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also appear desirable for the draft resolution to contain provision for a periodic 

review and he suggested that paragraph 1(4) be consequently amended by deleting the 

words "that at such time as the condition of .China improves'', and by adding the 

words "in 1954" at the end of the paragraph.. 

fir. CORREA do LAGO (Brazil) said that, although his delegation agreed with the 

delegation of Norway that HO was not called upon to consider' political problems it 

nevertheless would support in principle the draft resolution submitted by the delegation 

of the Philippines in view of the desire expressed by the Republic of China to parti- 

cipate in the work of the Organization. 

Ir. SATO (Japan) expressed his delegation's support of the proposal of the delegation 

of the Philippines. 

Dr. HAYEK (Lebanon), replying to the considerations raised by the delegate of 

New Zealand, said that although it was naturally desirable that techпical considerations 

should be predominant in .discussions in the World Health Assembly, it was impossible to 

overlook the fact that V}{О was an intergovernmental agency and that it was consequently 

necessary on occasions to take into account other aspects of a situation in order not to 

hinder the maximum development of the Organization's activities. 

Mr. Wynne MASON (New Zealand) agreed :frith the points raised by the previous speaker. 

However, the Health Assembly should base its deliberations on facts and not take into 

account situations which were a matter of opinion or speculation. 
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Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan) requested clarification from the Secretariat as to the 

financial position which would have existed if China had not withdrawn from the 

Organization but had merely been a defaulting Member. 

Mr. SIEGEL (Assistant Director -General, Department of Administration and 

Finance), Secretary: explained that the financial situation was not affected. The 

arrears of China's contribution had accumulated each year. The normal procedure 

followed was that a Member State, whether active or inactive, in arrears of contri- 

butions would be reported to the Executive Board. The Health Assembly alone could 

take a decision invoking certain sanctions. The provisions contained in the 

Philippines draft resolution would, if adopted, have the effect of precluding the 

Health Assembly from invoking sanctions against China under Article 7 of the 

Constitution. 

Dr. EVANG (Norway), commenting on the remarks made by the delegate of New 

Zealand emphasized the fact that acceptance of the Norwegian draft resolution would 

in no way prevent that part of the Chinese people represented by the Republic of 

China from receiving the services of WHO since it was not a necessary condition to 

be a Member of the Organization, in order to benefit from its assistance. Indeed 

the Republic of China had already received services from WHO. That was proof of 

the truly universal nature of WHO. 

He was willing to delete the third paragraph from the resolution he had proposed 

if that would meet the objections raised by the delegate of New Zealand. 
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Sir Arcot MUDALIAR (India) asked ender what article of the Constitution could 

a Member's assessment be varied. Some assessments had been reconsidered in the 

case of certain original Members whose territory had since been divided or whose 

status had changed. He would welcome clarification on the legal issue involved 

in the reassessment of a I,4ember State 

The CНAIRHAN called attention to resolution WHA3'90 (Handbook of Resolutions 

and Decisions, page 169) to the effect that the resumption by China of full partici- 

pation in the work of the Organization would be welcomed. 

The SECREТARY dr.ew attention to Article 56 of the Constitution and to Rule 84 

of the Rules of Procedure. It was clearly possible from the purely legal stand- 

point for the World Health Assembly to adjust the scale of assessment for any one 

Member provided that the provisions to Which he had referred were fully complied 

with. However, the proposals contained in the Philippine draft resolution before 

the committee did not reduce the scale of assessment for China but merely provided 

for the acceptance of à smaller amount as temporarily meeting the requirements for 

a full i,' ember . . 

SзΡ..r Arcot мНDALI iR (India) did not consider that the explanation given by the 

• 'Secretariat met the case. The Article referred to a 'tscalefl of assessments fixed 

by the Health Assembly which should be uniform for all Member States and should not 

vary as between one Member State and another. 

Secondly, the effect of the Philippine draft resolution would be to'reduce the 

scale of assessment for China on the basis of certain considerations applicable to 

that State alone and which could not serve as general criteria for variations in the 

scale for all Member States 
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It was not within the legal competence of the Health Assembly to vary the 

particular scale of assessment owing to the individual circumstances of a Member 

State. It could only vary the scale as a general policy for all Member States. 

The proposals of the Executive Board and the delegate of the Philippines were not 

strictly within.the legal powers of the Health Assembly. 

The SECRETARY said that action taken by previous Health Assemblies clearly 

demonstrated that the Health Assembly had the authority to make an adjustment in the 

scale for any one Member anу time it saw fit, provided that provisions of the 

Constitution and the Rules of Procedure had been met. He cited the cases of Austria, 

Korea and Japan. 

Sir Arcot МUDALIAR (India) asked whether the adjustments quoted had been made at 

the time of admission of those Members or subsequently. 

The SECRETARY, in reply, referred to pages 183, 184 and 185 of the Handbook of 

Resolutions and Decisions on which could be found some examples of action taken by 

the Health Assembly in regard to changes in the assessment of individual Members, 

e.g. 9Кi4.47, under which the assessment of Austria was reduced, and which also 

made reference to Japan. In regard to Japan, however, the decision had been taken at 

the time of its admission. 

Similarly, regarding Korea; a minimum assessment of five units had been fixed 

at the time at which Korea became a Member at the Second World Health Assembly: the 

Third World Health Assembly had established a scale of 10 units and the Fourth World 

Health Assembly.had adjusted, this downwards to five units. Another example was that 

of Israel, in which case a minimum had been fixed at the time of admission and 
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adjusted at such time as the scale for Israel had been established by the United 

Nations. 

There were therefore a number of precedents which indicated the authority of 

the, Health Assembly to make such adjustments. 

Nevertheless, he did not believe that either the proposal of the Executive 

Board or that of the Philippine delegation would lead to an adjustment in the scale 

of assessments, because the original assessment for China remained the same under 

both proposals. 

Sir Arcot MUDALIAR (India) said that, from the documents just quoted, he found 

, that when the original assessments had been fixed, all the relevant facts were not 

known and, in the light of subsequent information, the assessments were reduced: 

e.g., the cases of Korea and Austria. 

His submission was that, if the original assessment was 720 units and that was 

to be reduced, it must be on a certain definite basis, such as reduction in geographi- 

cal area or population. 

Mr, FOESSEL (France) reminded the committee that the question was riot a new one: 

the same problem had arisen in the United Nations and in other specialized agencies 

where most Member States had expressed an opinion in favour of resolutions similar to 

the one now submitted by the Philippine delegation. It was difficult to understand 

why )u0 should refuse to China the favours granted to it by other organizations. 

The French delegation would support the Philippine draft resolution but with 

certain reservations. It considered that each World Health Assembly must remain 

master of its decisions, particularly on budgetary matters, (receipts as well as 

expenditure), and that the annual character of such decisions must be maintained. 
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Further, the committee must realize the essentially provisional nature of the 

present confused situation in the Pacific area. 

Finally, the proposal of the Republic of the Philippines should be limited to 

1954 only, and that consequently the words "the following years", whenever they 

appeared in the draft resolution should be deleted. 

With those reservations, the French delegation would support the draft 

resolution of the Republic. of the Philippines. 

Er. DONNADIEU (Costa Rica) supported the views expressed by the delegate of 

France! there had been precedents in other international organizations, when questions 

analgous to the problem under discussion had been settled in the way indicated in the 

Philippine draft resolution. . 

The meeting ъΡтΡas suspended at 4.35 p,ri. and resumed at 4.55 p.m. 

The lon..Rajkumari AIRIT KAUR (India). stressed the magnitude of the political 

issues involved. It would be wrong for the ? world Health Assembly to take a decision 

of so far - reaching a nature as that proposed by the Republic of the Philippines with- 

out giving considerable thought to all the repercussions which this might cáuse in the 

world, a world which needed peace and not dissontion. 

The fact must be faced that the Government of Formosa was not the Government of 

China. There was one Government of China and one only - the People's Republic of 

China.. The Government of India had had the privilege of having recognized that 

Government, and it would be impossible for India to give support to a resolution which 

would recognize the Government of Formosa as the Republi9 of China. There was no 
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such Republic of China, other than the People's Republic of China. She entirely 

agreed with the Norwegian delegation that it was best not to raise that political issue. 

If the. Government of Formosa wished to have help, it could join the Organization 

as a new Government, a Government of Formosa, representing the people who lived in 

Formosa, including the few Chinese who were there. It was not the representative of the 

China which was a founding Member of, ?И0 or the China which was in the United Nations. 

China today, unfortunately, was not represented in the United Nations. 

Dr. STAMPА.R (Yugoslavia) said that his delegation could not vote for the 

Philippine resolution as proposed. It was prepared to vote for the Norwegian 

resolution, with the deletion of the second and third paragraphs. 

Yugoslavia did not wish to exclude Formosa and its population from the benefits 

of the Organization, but Formosa could easily be invited to join 1"YIO and to collaborate 

with it. 

Dr. PAРАŸANNIA (Greece) was in agreement with the delegate of New. Zealand 'and 

would support the proposed Philippine resolution. He thought that the request of• 

á Govегппеnt to resume its place in TJHO should be discussed without reference to 

political considerations. 

Dr. EV ыG (Norway) said that, following the suggestion of the delegate of 

Yugoslavia, he would amend his proposed resolution by deleting the second and third 

paragraphs of the preamble. 

"COЁКЁRY (Australia) said that,, on the basis' of the information contained in 

page '2 ' óf document' А6/21, he. would be Willing" t'ó withdraw his first 'amendment, to " 

II.I (2) of the Philippine draft resolution. 
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The СF�AIRN N drew the attention of the committee to the fact that there were 

now thréе resolutions before it: 

(1) Resolution ЕВU.R34 of the Executive Board; 

(2) the resolution proposed by the Republic of the Philippines (document 

А6/43), to which the following amendments had been suggested: 

By the delegation of Australia: 

II. 1 (4) Delete "that at such time as the condition of China improves" 

and add, after "Health Assembly ", "in 1954." 

By the delegation of France: 

' II. 1 (1) Delete "and future years" 

II. 1 (3) Delete "and future years "; delete "in respect of which it was 

paid" and substitute "concerned ". 

II. 2 (2) Delete "and future years ", 

the effect of the amendments being to confine effect of the decision to the year 

1954; 

(3) the resolution proposed by the delegate of Norway, amended by the deletion 

of the second and third paragraphs of the preamble. 

Ву agreement between the delegations of Australia and France their respective 

amendments were amalgamated, and Dr. ELICANO (Philippines) accepted the amendments 

to the draft resolition proposed by his delegation. 

The CHAIRMAN, referring to Executive Board resolution ЕВ11.R34, said that in 

paragraph 4.II.1.(2) the number of units for the extraordinary reduced contribution 

from China for 1954 had been left blank. On the basis of subsequent information 
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which had been received, the figure 14 should be inserted in that space. Subsequent 

offers by the Government of China had indicated that the amount shown in 4.II.2 (1) 

should be "the equivalent of US $125,000't in place of "US $15,000". 

There being no objection to the proposals, the committee proceeded to vote. 

The proposal of the delegate of Norway, being furthest removed from the original 

resolution (that of the Executive Board) was taken first. 

Decision: The resolution proposed by the delegation of Norway, as amended 
was rejected by 28 votes to 12, with 11 abstentions. 

Decision: The resolution proposed by the delegation of the Republic of the 
Philippines as amended was adopted by 32 votes to 7, with 12 abstentions. 

The committee agreed with the decision of the Chairman that in accordance with 

Rule 60 of the Rules of Procedure it was unnecessary to put the Executive Board 

resolution to the vote. 

Sir Arcot MUDALIAR (India) reserved the right of his delegation to dissent in 

regard to the substance of the resolution just adopted.l 

4. SCALE OF ASSESS�.9ENT FOR 1954 (FINANCI&L REGULATIONS 5.1); Item 7.5.3. of the 

Agenda (Official Records No. 44, pages 46, 47 and 48, EB11.R26 II.; Document 
6/38) ) 

The CHAIRЛΡ7AN, introducing the item, said that, while EB11.R26 II dealt with 

the matter of the increase in assessment of Associate Members, the question under con- 

sideration at the moment was the general scale of assessments for 1954. A decision 

was required on two points: 

1 See Annex 
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1. with regard to the scale of assessments for 1954 - whether or not they 

'should be on the same basis as for 1953; 

2. with regard to the assessment of Nepal - in view of the committee's 

recommendation to the Assembly to admit that country to membership of the 

Organization. 

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan) asked if assessment of full Members or Associate Members 

was under consideration. If the latter, he would point out that no decisиon had yet 

been taken on the proposals made in section I of resolution ЕВ11.R26. 

The СНAIRМAN said no draft resolution had been circulated but, in order to dis- 

posd of the item on the agenda, the decisions he had indicated were réquirеd. 

Associate Membèrs would be considered subsequently the question of rights 

and obligations had been dealt with. 

It had been decided earlier that further examination should be given to the 

matter of assessments in respect td future years hut, in connexion with the budget 

to be adopted at the present Health Assembly, a formal decision was required regard- 

ing the scale of assessments for 1954. 

Mr. SOLE (Union of South Africa) said that, having regard to the decision taken 

at the first meeting, he would move that the scale of assessments adopted for 1954 

should be the same 'a.s adopted for 1953. 

The СНATRMAN requested that the question of Nepal should be considered at the 

same time. 
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Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan) suggested that that would depend on the total budget approved 

by the Health Assembly. No decision had yet been taken on the budget ceiling. 

The CHAIRмА.N expressed the opinion that the adoption of a scale of assessments 

was a separate operation from the application of that scale of assessments to a 

particular budget level and that the apportionment of the various contributions in 

асcordanсе with the scale cоrld therefore be dealt with in advance of a decision on 

budget level: in fact its adoption might facilitate the adoption of.a budgetary 

provision. . 

Dr. EVANG (Norway) considered that nevertheless the budget ceiling should be con- 

sidered first. There were many countries which still operated on what might be called 

their awn private ceiling, and if the scale of assessments was established it might 

mean that in effect that fixed the ceiling to the total budget, which was not the 

intention of the committee. He suggested that the matter be postponed until after 

the ceiling of the total budget had been decided. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that the order of the agenda had been established because 

it was considered desirable that the item should be disposed of before the budgetary 

ceiling was discussed. He was, however, willing to accept the view of the committee. 

Official Records No. 46, pages 222 to 224, set out scales of assessment of 6VH0 

and made comparison with the United Nations scale of assessments. Column (4) of the 

table showed WHO assessments for 1953 in terms of units. 

Official Records, No. 44, pages 46 and 47, gave the money equivalent of the scale 

of assessments based on the units in the scale already quoted in respect of years 1952 

and 1953, and for 1954, on the basis of the proposals contained in the same volume 

(Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1954). 
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Mr. SOLE (Union of South Africa) asked for clarification in regard to the 

operation of Rule of Procedure В4 (e) requiring 90 days! notice before the opening 

of the session for review of apportionment of contributions. In 1952 consideration 

of a request from the Union of South Africa for review of its assessment had been 

postponed because the request had not been received within the prescribed period. 

Now it would appear that the committee might recommend alterations in the scale of 

assessments. 

The SECRETARY said there would appear to be some inconsistency. However, the 

practice of previous Health Assemblies had been to adopt formally a resolution simply 

to the effect that the scale of assessments for the ensuing year should be the same as 

that for the previous year, with certain changes or conditions which it might be 

appropriate to introduce. For example, in 1953 it would be appropriate t б add to the 

scale the assessment of the new Member, Nepal. The Constitution provided that the 

Health Assembly should review and approve the budget estimates and should apportion 

the expenses among the Members in accordance with a scale to be fixed by the Health 

Assembly. In his view that provision would require that the Health Assembly approve 

the annual budget and at the same time establish a scale of assessments. The Rule 

of Procedure to which reference had been made would provide that changes in.the scale 

of assessment from the preceding year could not be introduced unless adequate notice 

had been complied with. But there could be no question but that the Constitution 

superseded any provision of the Rules of Procedure and it was necessary and desirable 

that the Health Assembly should adopt a resolution fixing the scale of assessments 

for 1954. 
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The CHAIRMAN asked if the committee wished to defer consideration of the scale 

of assessments. 

Mr. Wynne MASON (New Zealand) supported the proposal of the delegate of the Union 

of South Africa that for 1954 the scale of assessments should remain unchanged. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that if a resolution on the lines of that proposed by 

the delegate of the Union of South Africa were to be adopted it would be advisable to 

make a provision also for the assessment in regard to Nepal, and in document Аб /38 

the suggestion was made that the assessment of Nepal would be appropriate at 10 units. 

The decision of the committee might be to the effect that the scale of assessments for 

Members for 1954 should be fixed at the same scale and under the same conditions as 

for 1953, provided also that the assessment in respect of Nepal, on the assumption 

that it was admitted into membership, would be at the rate óf 10 units. 

Decision: It was agreed that,a resolution on the lines indicated by the 
Chairman should be embodied by the rapporteur in the report of the 

committee. 

5. STUDY ON PROBLEMS RELATING .TO INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL LAW AND TO COMPARATIVE 
HEALTH LEGISLATION. Item 7.3.8 of the Agenda (documents A6/14, А6 /АFL /3 
and А6 /AFL /3 Add • 1.) 

The committee agreed to deal with the item in advance of its position on the 

agenda, in view of the fact that certain members of the Belgian delegation had to 

leave Geneva very shortly. 

Professor De LAST (Belgium) read to the committee document A6 /AFL /3, giving 

the reasons why his delegation had recommended a preparatory study of the problem 
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relating to international medical law and comparative health legislation, and 

formally presented the resolution contained in that document as follows :1 

The Sixth World Health Assembly, 

Considering the suggestion made by the Belgian Government that a 
preparatory study of the problems relating to international medical law 
and comparative health legislation should be undertaken, 

INVITES the Director-General, under the authority of the Executive 
Board, to undertake, with the assistance of qualified bodies and any 
competent persons, preliminary studies to determine the object and the 

extent of a code of international medical law, and to-report on the 
results obtained to the Seventh World Health Assembly. 

The СHAIRМAN said that further consideration would be given to the item at 

the following meeting of the committee. 

The meeting rose at 6.5 p.m. 

1 
provisional translation: Original language, French. 
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The delegate of India has requested that the following Note be added to 

the record: . 

"The Indian Delegation desires to place on record its dissent from 

the resolution adopted by a majority vote in the Committee of Administration, 

Finance and Legal matters. 

"While they are in absolute agreement that NНO should not withhold such 

assistance as is within its power to give't o suffering humanity in any part 

of the world and therefore welcome any aid that will now be given to the 

people living in Formosa, they are equally of opinion that the Government 

of Formosa is not the accredited government of China. 

"The aid contemplated should therefore be given to the Government of 

Formosa under such new assessment as may be worked out for that particular 

corner of the world. In this way alone will the door not be shut for the 

real representative. Qovernuent of China to join WHO." 


