
 

AFR/RC34/R1: 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

Reaffirming that the strategy of primary health care (PHC) is the surest way to attain the 

social target of Health for All by the Year 2000; 

 

Convinced that the full participation of community groups is a decisive element in the 

strategy for PHC; 

 

Considering the preponderant place occupied by women in the traditional socioeconomic 

system in Africa; 

 

Recalling resolution A/RES/3342 (XXIX) adopted by the General Assembly of the United 

Nations at its twenty-ninth session which calls upon the United Nation system to provide 

increased assistance to those programmes, projects and activities which will encourage and 

promote the further integration of women into national, regional and inter-regional economic 

development activities; 

 

Recalling resolution WHA29.43 of the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly which 

requests the Director-General to cooperate with countries, together with the relevant 

organizations of the United Nations system, in developing intersectoral programmes and 

activities for women and children, and to promote the active involvement of women in the 

planning, decision-making and developmental processes of health service systems (particularly 

primary health care), 

 

1. INVITES the Member States: 

 

(i) to acknowledge the importance of the “Women and Health Development” 

programme in implementation of the strategy for PHC; 

 

(ii) to back up the efforts of rural communities, by: 

 

 providing the necessary political support; 

 

 promoting the practice of self-reliance and community involvement; 

 

 strengthening and where necessary creating the legal and institutional 

frameworks required; 

 

 making provision for a budget to support the projects implemented by 

the communities; 

 

(iii) to sustain the impetus of the communities, through more direct contacts with 

the inhabitants of villages; 

 

(iv) to improve community involvement by training in all aspects of the managerial 

process; 

 

(v) to keep the Regional Director informed of activities implemented within the 

framework of the “Women and Health Development” programme; 

 

 

 



 

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to give adequate priority to the “Women and Health Development” 

programme; 

(ii) to collaborate with the Member States in order to integrate all the components 

of PHC into this programme; 

 

(iii) to develop operational research at the level of community activities; 

 

(iv) to allocate adequate resources to this programme; 

 

(v) to impress upon the various funding agencies the importance of small 

community projects. 
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