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1. ADOPTION OF SECOND REPORT OF This' COMMIUM ON CREDENTIALS
ADOPTION DU DEUXÏEML RAPPORT DE LA COMMISSION DE VERIFICATION DES POUVOIRS

The PRESIDENT: The plenary session of the Fifth World Health Assembly is

culled to order.

The first item on our agenda is the second report of the Committee on

Credentials. The Chair would like to request the Rapporteur of the Committee on

Credentials to present his report to the Assembly.

Dr. ZAHIR (Afghanistan), Rapporteur, Committee on Credentials: Mr. President,

fellow delegates, the Committee on Credentials met on 6 May under the chairmanship

of Dr. B M. Clark (Union of South Africa).

On the basis of a telegram presented by the delegation of Chile accrediting

its representative by name, the committee recommends that, this delegation be

recognized provisionally with full rights in the Health Assembly, .pending.the

arrival of its credentials,

A telegram was presented by Dr Antonio Vidal, signed by the Ministry of

Health for Honduras and stating that credentials would.be sent by mail, The

committee therefore recommends that Dr. Vidal. be provisionally recognized with full

rigb is pen in.g the receipt of his credentials.

The crodentials of the delegation of the United Kingdom of Libya were accepteyl,

enabling the members to take part in the work of the Health Assembly as delegates

as soon as the instrument of acceptance of the Constitution of the World Health

Organization has been deposited with the Secretary -General of the United Nations.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has heard the report of the Committee on Credentials

The Chair awaits the pleasure of the Assembly on the report Any comments? Remarks?
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Observations? Objections? If there are none, the Chair assumes that the

Assembly approves the report.

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMUNICATIONS

The PRESIDENT: There area couple of announcements which the Chair would

like to read before the Assembly.

A cable has just been received from the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs

for Iraq, appointing Dr. Zahawi and Dr. Ibrahim as delegates and Dr. Hadouri as

adviser. Since the Credentials Committee has already established the policy of

accepting such cables as provisional credentials pending the arrival of proper and

due credentials, seating the delegation provisionally with full rights, the Chair

suggests that the plenary session so admit the delegation of Iraq. Any remarks?

Objections? If there are none, the Chair assumes that the Assembly has no objec-

tion to admitting the delegation of Iraq provisionally.

The Chair would like to make another announcement, as follows:

It will be remembered that an announcement was made yesterday for the purpose

of calling the attention of delegates to a paper distributed concerning the

election of those Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive

Board. The Chair now wishes to make it clear that In accordance with the

recommendation of the General Committee on this subject, the deadline for receiving

suggestions is not later than 5 p.m. on Thursday, 8 May, as was announced by

Dr. Scheele on the opening day of the Assembly. I should like to repeat: the

deadline for receiving suggestions concerning the election of Members entitled to

c
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designate a person to serve on the Executive Board is 5 p.m., Thursday, 8 May.

In other words, it is to-morrow afternoon at 5 o'clock.

3. GENERAL DISCUSSION
DISQJSSION GENERALE

The PRESIDENT: We are going-to resume the general discussions which we started

yesterday. I wish to announce that general discussion will continue until 12.30 p.m.

However, since there are twelve delegations that have requested the privilege of

addressing the Assembly, it might be well if the various speakers could consider that

the time limit is until 12.30 to -day and that there is a total of twelve speakers.

We hope all concerned will take that under consideration when they make their own

speeches.

After a ten -minute recess - in Other words at 12.40 - the General Committee

will have a short meeting in Room VII.

The Chair takes great pleasure in requesting the delegate of India to address

the Assembly.

Sir Arcot MUDALIAR (India): Mr. President, on behalf of my country and the

delegation with which I am associated, I have great pleasure in offering you our

hearty felicitations on your unanimous election f s President of this Assembly. Your

country has played such a notable part in the United Nations and the subsidiary

agencies; one of your distinguished countrymen, General Romulo, has occupied the

presidential, chair of the United Nations; and it is but fitting that, in view of

all that you have done to support and extend co- operation to these great organizations,

your country's efforts should have been once more recognized by this Assembly and
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you should have been promoted as our President. We offer you our hearty felicitations.

Our delegation has read with great interest and pleasure the Report of the

Director -General and has perused the proceedings of the Executive Board with a great

amount of interest. We have listened to the Director -General in the exquisite

exposition that he gave us of the report that he had originally presented, and we feel

that we are but conveying the feelings of all of you when we say how deeply we have

appreciated his efforts in this direction and the trouble that he has taken in

making certain of the activities of the Organization so clear to us.

We are also profoundly thankful to the Chairman of the Executive Board, Professor

Parisot, for the exhaustive and illuminating address which he has delivered, as one

who has shared the respoauiibility in a similar capacity on a previous occasion. Let

me heartily congratulate him on the trouble that he has taken and the care with which

he has prepared the documentation, which has done not a little to enable us to

appreciate the activities of the Executive Board.

We feel that the year 1951 has been a year of great progress and we have no

doubt whatsoever that the work which has been begun in 1951, if it be continued with

the same amount of vigour, enthusiasm, and sustained energy, will place the World

Health Organization on the map of the United Nations and subsidiary organizations in

a way that will make. it second to .none of those organizations.

It was a great pleasure to us to have on the opening day representatives of other

organizations and of the United Nations, who delivered to us speeches which greatly

heartened us in our task and enables 'us to realize that the World Health Organization

in all its activities ha3 teen steadily following the policy of the closest co-

operation with the United Nations and with every other subsidiary agency.
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I was delighted myself to hear my esteemed friend Dr. Torres Bodet, the Director

General of UNESCO, who in a very eloquent address indeed gave us something of his

impressions about the co- operation between UNESCO and WHO. Likewise we were glad

to hear the address given by the FAO member, who, alternately with subdued optimism

and occasional pessimism, gave us some grounds for thinking, and made us feel, that

oui activities were in the right direction whatever his own difficulties might be.

Another fact which X feel is remarkable and noteworthy is that on the initial

day we had here the representatives of the six regional organizations, the Directors.

Some of you may be aware that at the First World Health Assembly it was the privilege

of the Indian delegation to sponsor the resolution constituting regional committees

and providing for much of the field, work of this Organization to be conducted through

directors and personnel employed in those regional organizations.

We are glad, and we warmly appreciate the fact, that it has been found possible

for the Executive Board to bring into existence these six regional organizations in

the different regions which had been demarcated before, and we are sure that, through

these regional organizations having been constituted, the field work and other

activities of the World Health fnrganization will be greatly frwarded.

Speaking about the regional organizations, we feel that it is time that some

attention was given to the possible manner in which these organizations may develop.

Our delegation notes with pleasure that the work of these organizations has been

very favourably commented upon by the Executive Board, and knowing intimately, as SCi

of us do, the work of the Organization in one or other regions, we are happy to note

that there has been a consistent policy pursued all along in regard to the several

tasks which have teen allocated to the different regional organizations.
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The Indian delegation feels that it would perhaps be opportune in the next year

to review in a more complete manner the organizational, directives, functions and

policies to be pursued by the .-entral and regional organizations. We feel that for

the effective work being carried out in these other regions there should 1e a certain

amount of decentralization, while in matters of policy and for co ordination the

centre should be responsible. The needs of the different regions can only be fully

appreciated by the regional organizations themselves, and the approach to the health

problems of these regions, the modus operandi that may be necessary and the other

activities that would necessarily have to follow will depend very much on the con

ditions in these regions, with which doubtless the regional organizations will be

more familiar than any central organization.

On the other hand we feel that it will perhaps be all the time desirable that

there should be constant contact between the regional organizations and the centre,

so that in matters of general policy there would be some uniformity maintained in

the activities of all regions. The regional conferences that are being held every

year are of great importance and I myself can testify to the fact that they have

created a great deal of interest in all the countries within the region. I do hope

it will be possible in course of time to have not only regional conferences but

conferences of two or more regions situated in a close neighbourhood, so that some

of the common problems of the regions, which extend far beyond one particular region,

may be considered. Speaking more particularly of the South -East Asia Region, with

whose activities I am very familiar, may I say how much we have appreciated the fact

that, thanks to the dynamic personality of its Director and the devotion of all its

workers, there has teen a great deal of progress in the activities of this region.
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I have no doubt whatsoever that a similar state of affairs is the case for other

regions also.

Let me next refer to a question that has ?peen under consideration by the

Executive Board. The question of the recognition of national non -governmental

organizations was discussed at the ninth session of the Executive Board, which

resolved to reconsider the whole problem of non- governmental organizations.

I am sure we all apl)reciate greatly the help and advice given by non- governmental

organizations, and I should be the last to suggest that their help is not of con-

siderable value to the -work of the World Health Organization. At the same time,

it seems to me that it is desirable, and I would put it on behalf of my delegation,

that certain consideration: should be borne in mind by the Executive Board and the

Assembly in giving official recognition to non -governmental organizations. We

venture to suggest for your consideration that the following principles may be

observed in considering applications from international non -governmental organizations

for admission into official relationship with the World Health Organization. Firstly,

an international non -governmental organization should have on its rolls twenty per

cent of the countries represented in the World Health Organization, or at least a

minimum of fifteen countries, whichever is less, and should include countries situated

in at least more than one continent. Secondly, such an organization should have

been in active existence for a minimum period of five years prior to the date of

application for admission. Thirdly, the aims and objectives of such association

should be such that it has responsibilities related to those of the World Health

Organization and that they are not in conflict with the aims and objectives and

functions of the World Health Organization. Fourthly, the World Health Organization
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'should as far as possible avoid entering into official relationship with those

organizations which have a limited objective, if such relationship is likely to

weaken the main international organization having similar objectives which is already

in official relationship with the World Health Organization. Fifthly, such official

organizations should be limited to the functions outlined in Article 18(h) of the

Constitution and should not involve any financial obligation on the part of the World

Health Organization. And sixthly, I would venture to suggest that the Director -

General should report to the Executive Board at the end of every third year the

exact form of relationship that has been in existence, and the reviewing on the

position of the international organization should be undertaken both by the Director -

General and by the Executive Board.

I have ventured to make these observations in the light of an experience that

I gained in another organization, where, if I may speak without any sort of dis-

réspèct, it would almost appear that non -governmental and other international

organizations have secured a place which has so dominated the Organization that

it is difficult to know who is really running that organization, and the funds of

the organization have been distributed to a large number of these non -governmental

organizations, with very good purpose, but in a way which ultimately has produced

many other complicated situations. If icy experience in another subsidiary

organization is worth anything, my request, and an earnest request, is that the

World Health Organization should keep an open, mind on the suggestions that our

delegation has ventured to put forward.

Another subject of great interest has been refarred to, and that is the training

of . medical and other personnel in the field of public health. You, Mr. President,
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have referred to it in your opening remarks, and Dr. Scheele, your immediate pre-

decessor, has also referred to it, as has the Director -General. The Indian delegation

attaches great importance to this particular question, for we feel that without the

minimum requirements being obtained from all those medical and other. auxiliary'

personnel who are working in a country, the objectives and the functions of the

World Health Organization are not capable of complete fulfilment and there will,

therefore, be difficulties in the task. The Indian delegation, therefore, noted

with'great pleasure that the Executive Board has accepted the invitation of the

World Medical Association to participate in the sponsorship and in the organization

or a world conference to be held in 1953. We, however, feel that in the modern

concept of health and in the furtherance of the objectives of the World Health

Organization it will be far more instructive and beneficial if the scope of,such a

world conference could be enlarged and extended. No longer can it be said that the

health problems of the world can be dealt with by medical personnel alone. We

realize that we require the active co- operation of the nursing profession, of the

public -health engineer, of dentists, of many other auxiliary personnel, whose role

in the sphere of national and international health services is no less important or

essential. An integrated programme of public -health services cannot be implemented

unless there is a clearer realization and appreciation of the role each of these

special groups can and should play in such a co- ordinated endeavour.. It is the

hope of the Indian delegation that this aspelt of the question will receive due

consideration and, if possible, be implemented, now that the world conference is

envisaged.

So far as medical training is concerned, delegates are doubtless aware that
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there was a seminar on the training of medical, nursing and auxiliary personnel held

at the last session of the Assembly, and if the work of the World Health Organization

is to be properly implemented and continued, as I said, the importance which is to

be attached to the proper training of the basic doctor cannot be over -emphasized.

In this connexion we have noted with particular pleasure that, as a first step in

the preparation of a survey of medical education throughout the world, the World

Health Organization has sponsored the compilation of a directory of faculties of

medicine and is also going to publish the minimum requirements for certain departments

of study. We hope that these activities will be extended in the futute.

Let me refer next to a point which has been reported in the proceedings of the

Executive Board. The Executive Board has suggested certain amendments to the

Constitution, if it is decided to have biennial Health Pssembliesti ' Our delegation

feels that there is much virtue in that "if ", for we are of the opinion that the

holding of biennial Assemblies is a matter that has to be, carefully considered at

this stage of the development and progress of the World Health Organization. We

feel that itis inopportune at this juncture to implement such a resolution. The

world is too much out of joint; problems of the utmost importance are arising

from day to day; and we do believe that it will t :e in the interest of the World

Health Organization, whatever may be the trends in other subsidiary agencies, that

there should be the utmost amount of co- operation between all Member States, which

is only possible when an Assembly of this nature can be convened every year. Among
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the objects stated in suggesting such a course are that there will be savings in

expenditure, that there will be savings in the Secretariat time, and that there

will be savings in the time that the delegates have to spend away from their res-

ponsible jobs in their own countries. I have carefully analysed the figures that

have been given in the report of the Executive Board, and I find that the gross

saving will be in the nature of $154,000, and the net saving will be $121,575.

Takl zg it for granted that the net savings will be in the nature of $l22.000 0 in a

budget which we hope may be on the right side of eight million rather than on the

wrong side, it does seem to me that it is a cheeseparing policy to attach too much

importance to this financial gain from holding biennial Assemblies. But there is

another point for consideration. As it is, we find that not infrequently Member

States, owing to other preoccupations, forget that they have financial obligations

to discharge every year to the World Health Organization. And I am not drawing an

over -pessimistic picture, Mr. President, when I suggest that if the Assemblies are

to be held every two years, not infrequently the finance departments and other related

departments of governments will forget altogether to discharge their responsibilities

to the World Health Organization; so that what has been apparently gained in the

hundred and twenty -five thousand that you will save will be more than lost in the

delay that may occur or in the non -payment of dues to the World Health Organization,

which will mean a serious headache and a very difficult task for the Director- General
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in finding ways and means of implementing the programme that has already been

accepted.

The second thing, the saving of the Secretariat's time. If I did not know

the Secretariat as well as I do, I would have thought it was a reflection upon

the Assembly members, in that they contribute to the loss of efficiency or to

wastage of the time of the Secretariat, I am sure that no such impression is

intended. As a matter of fact, my own feeling in the matter is that is not the

Aosembly sessions, but the personal contact that the delegates are in a position to

establish with the various departments of the Secretariat, the opportunity they have

to make themselves known and their needs better understood by the Secretariat,

an invaluable opportunity that no secretariat can afford to miss; and if there is

a certain amount of overstrain on the part of the Secretariat in the time and

labour that they have to devote to our cause, I feel that there are certain com-

pensations which may well be set off against that factor. As far as the saving

of the time spent with the delegations is concerned, .the response that we have had

to the five Yorld Health Assemblies from all the Member States makes me feel that

there is no need to worry onestlf about that particular subject. It is because of

these annual Assemblies that today we can count upon the fact that we are the

largest single subsidiary agency of the United Nations, with a total membership of

eighty.- including a few Members who have not cared to attend our sessions. That

is a consummation that has been achieved by the very manner in which we have called
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these annual sessions and by the manner in which we have evoked so much sympathetic

response from every single Member State. Under those circumstances, the Indian

delegation feels that, while we may consider everything connected with the suggested

amendments to the Constitution, the biennial Assembly question should be postponed

for a better time.

I xwlwill refer, with your permission, to a matter that is somewhat delicate,

but I feel I must place it before you. Honourable members are aware that both the

United Nations and the World Health Organization are seised of the problem of popu-

lation and the increase in population all over the world. We are aware that in

certain countries the population figures have risen to such an extent that they have

constituted a great menace in regard to the health and welfare, the social security

and the idealogies of the people concerned. If under the stress of over -population

different idealogies seize such populations and different interpretations are given

as to the manner in which social security can be secured, I am sure that all of you

will agree it will be a very painful thing indeed and a disaster to human progress.

Under these conditions my Government, through our Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal

Nehru, approached the World Health Organization, as it has under the Constitution a

right to do, and appealed for some help in the solution of a very difficult problem.

I realize, none better, that there are many faces to these problems, and it is not

our intention under any circumstances to give any cause for any delegation or any
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country to feel any regret or offence at the measures that may be taken. Let me

state, however, .quite plainly, that the result of the visit of the expert who was

sent down by the World Health Organization was only to give a limited advice to

individuals concerned in the nature of self -control in a limited manner. I do

hope that this particular question will not be viewed from any other point of view

than the advice that may be reasonably given, advice gained by scientific publica-

tions that are available to all people, to those who may not be in a position to get

at that scientific publication, and to give them the advice, which I think has been

given in the most unexceptionable manner 'possible. We take the full responsibility

for having invited the World Health Organization to give us that advice, and we do

hope that our intentions and our sincerity will tot be questioned when we say that

we have absolutely no intention of trying in any way to give any cause for complaint

to any Member State concerned.

I would like to read through the pages with regard to communicable diseases.

We are interested at present in one particular communicable disease: leprosy.

Some of you will remember that at the Second World Health Assembly, held in Rome,

the Indian delegation produced a document in favour of the World Health Organization's

taking a more active interest in the control, prevention and cure of leprosy, which

is indeed a fell disease for many countries concerned. I am glad to note in this

connexion that the Executive Board is' convening 'a special expert committee this year

to deal.with the problemsof leprosy. We in our own country have been taking very

special measures with regard to the work on leprosy. Apart from the governmental
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agencies) which have specialized clinics and sanatoria in all the states where leprosy

is endemic, leprosy work has been extended by two national non -official organizations,

the Hind Kushda Nivaran Sangh and the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi. The latter organization

promises to perpetuate the name and work of Mahatma Gandhi, one of the greatest seers

of this_ century, who did so much pioneemingAmrk it aalf¢tingithet ppdrt -6f the

public towards leprosy relief and control. It has an extensive programme and is

trying to draw the attention of the public at large in my country to the need for

succouring the lepers. The Indian Council of Medical Research has also undertaken

investigations regarding the study of the evolution of the disease, especially in

childhood, and the standardization, the mode of administration and the dosage of the

newer drugs now available for treatment. There is another aspect of leprosy work

which has claimed much attention on which concentrated work is being done: that is

the rehabilitation of leprosy cases through suitable applications and special

surgical and orthopaedic procedures to counteract the effect of the deformity.

Our delegation feels that this last measure, the rehabilitation of the crippled leper,

falls well within the proposed activity of the World Health Organization and merits

the attention of the association for the relief of crippled and deformed personnel.

I have myself seen this work, which is being carried on at the Missionary Hospital at

Vellore,.and the remarkable successes that have been achieved in transforming what

may be called completely crippled and broken -down individuals, the method of pursuing

an avocation which will not only give them the sustenance to live on but also a

pleasurable mode of work to occupy their time; and I hope and trust that the World
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Health'. Organization will interest itself in this branch of work in its activities

tó relieve crippled and disabled persons.

Mr. President, I have probably exceeded the time -limit that you_had.so very

gei4ro1y: given, a hint of at the ` eginning of your speech. I wish to apologize.

and conclude-by saying that the work of the World Health Organization has reached

a stage where in all countries it is being very prominently thought of. In my own

country, on 7 April of this year, when World Health Day was observed, I was gratified

to note that the.Pres,s of all shades of opinion - there are many shades.;of.opinion

in my country - was unanimous in this one respect in paitig-á" triute -to the work

of the World Health Organization. (That is sayiñg a little'too much,- because unani-

mity in the Press,of my country is the rarest of all etents that'one çan think of).

A Minister of State in.my own province, where malaria cortról, has 'teen undertaken
.

bythé World Health Organization, was able to announce with great satisfaction that

consequent upon these ,measures malaria mosquitoes had been wiped out and malaria was

no longer prevalent, and the arid desert areas of those villages which had been

uncultivated for more than twenty years had borne such rich vegétation.that it is

a matter of great gratification to us all, and people have pursued thermatter in other

parts-of the,-State. It is in this manner that the World Health Organization.acts

as a catalytic agent, and induces different governments to follow the policies that

have been so conclusively vindicated in its programme.
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So far as my country and my Government are concerned, we are devoted, passionately

devoted, to the task with which the World Health Organization is faced, and we give

you our utmost co- operation in whatever manner we can serve you. Whether in a

humble capacity or otherwise, it will always be a pleasure for us to be of service

to the World Health Organization.

One of our sacred books has stated: "To work you have the right, but not to

the fruits thereof ", and it is that principle that I believe it would be worth

while copying in the World Health Organization. Although we may not see immediate

results in our own time and in our own generation, I feel sure that if we continue

on the lines on which we have begun, the day is not far off when humanity will bless

this organization and those who have sponsored it from its beginning.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair takes pleasure in recognizing the Delegate of the

Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan.

Dr. NASRALLAH (Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan): Mr. President, fellow

delegates, it is quite evident that the aim and motive of the World Health Organi-

zation since its inception has been to raise the health and sanitary standards of

the-backward and under- developed countries. For this reason, a ready response was

made by the Member countries of the world, who agreed to participate with the World

Health Organization in carrying out the proposed health projects required for each
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country. For achieving these objects it was, as you are aware, agreed that each

of these projects would be carried out conjointly by the World Health Organization

and the Member State concerned, this of course depending on the financial state

of the latter.

But unfortunately a State like the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan whose

resources are limited and whose economic and financial status is deplorable, is

unable to contribute anything or pay its share for the completion of the joint

projects agreed upon. The help my Government is receiving is so negligible that

it does not afford any real assistance to my country as expected. In fact, my

country has had only a few fellowships and a mobile unit through the World Health

Organization, and has paid its contributions in full.

I wish to point out to the Assembly that my country demands one hundred per

cent financial and technical assistance for completion of its health projects; she

is unable to pay her share or contribute anything .financially. Therefore it is

requested that the World Health Organization be asked to carry out all health

projects in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan entirely at its own expense and on its

own responsibility, and should relax its past policy in accordance with the new

resolutions adopted by the Executive Board as reproduced in Official Records of the

World Health Organization No. 40, (EB9.Rl8. BB9.R20 and EB9.R21).

A poor country like the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan requires more ample and

adequate financial help for carrying out the proposed projects in the field of health
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and sanitation, It is expected that the World Health Organization should afford

more financial and technical facilities for completion of these projects, and we

would earnestly demand that the World Health Organization should shoulder the

finance for the completion of the works required.

I need not emphasize the point that the financial anleconomic status of my

country is exceedingly bad, as half of its pop-..:_ation are refugees, two -thirds of

its area is desert (Sahara) added to which are the remaining rugged infertile

mountainous parts of Palestine. Such a country, whose revenues are very limited

and whose budget is poor, deserves all the help that the World Health Organization

can afford to give, for effecting the improvements desired in the field of health

and sanitation of the country.

The most essential projects, of vital importance, which my country desires

to achieve are:

(1) Malaria - its permanent control;

(2) Tuberculosis, which is becoming the panic of the country;

(3) Maternal and child health;

(it, j Environmental sanitation and rural health;

(5) Trachoma control.

If the World Health Organization adheres strictly to the approved principles

governing the grarting of its financial help to the backward and under- developed

countries, it should Immediately provide the necessary funds for starting work



A5/ /5.

Page 22

on these projects totally at its own expense. It may commence with one project at

a time, add after its completion start with the next, and so on till the projects

are completed to the entire satisfaction of my country and the World Health

Organization.

The Ministry of Health is not benefiting much from the various fellowships

allocated by the World Health Organization because of the difficulty of finding

doctors who would accept employment in the public- health service at the very limited

salaries offered, and the difficulty of replacing those recommended for fellowships.

In conclusion I have to state that in case the Technical Assistance Board

is unable to relax i.ÿs past decisions regarding participation in expenditure, and

is not prepared to consider favourably the case of my country, which, I presume you

all know, is a unique one among the Member States in view of its poverty and the

existing rigid economic condition, I shall have to advise my Government to reconsider

its policy towards the Organization, and there would be no reason why my dovernment

should continue its membership, as I note with regret that the financial 'help is

being given to the rich and not to the poor.

Although my country is small and its withdrawal from the-World Health Organi-

zation may not be serious to you, its moral effect will be great.
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The PRESIDENT ; The Chair is happy to recognize the delegate of Italy.

M. r:GLIORI (Italie) Je suis heureux d'exprimer, au nom du Gouvernement

italien, qui attache le plus grand intérêt à l'activité de l'Organisation Mon-

diale de la Santé, les meilleurs voeux pour le succès des travaux de cette Cin-

quième Assemblée.

C'est la première fois que j'ai le plaisir de participer á cette importan-

te réunion. Cependant, depuis le jour où m'ont été confiés l'honneur et la res-

ponsabilité de l'administration de la santé publique italienne, j'ai suivi avec

une attention particulière les travaux, de l'Organisation, ses activités, ses

efforts.

Le but qu'elle se propose, d'ailleurs si clairement énoncé dans la Consti-

tution, est d'assurer à tous les peuples un niveau de santé le plus élevé possi-

.ble, où le tct "santé" ne signifie pas seulement l'absence de maladie ou d'infir-

mité, mais un état de complet bien- -être physique, mental et social. Ce but est

si noble qu'il ne peut qu'avoir l'appui chaleureux de tous les peuples qui ont

foi dans le progrès social et nourrissent l'espoir qu'un monde meilleur peut et

doit être créé.

L'Italie, qui a participé à l'activité de l'Organisation depuis ses débuts,

né manquera pas de donner son appui le plus sincère à l'oeuvre constructive que

l'OMS est chargée d'accomplir ; la lutte contre la maladie et la souffrance,

afin d'améliorer les conditions de santé de tous les peuples. C'est là la base

fondamentale du progrès de l'humanité.

Le Rapport annuel du Directeur général, les rapports de la huitième et de

la neuvième session du Conseil Exécutif, le programme technique et budgétaire
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pour 1953, qui sont aujourd'hui soumis à notre examen, nous présentent une remar-

quable documentation qui nous permet;d''apprécier le travail accompli par 1tOrgani-

sation aussi bien que son orientation et ses plans d'avenir.

Un des aspects de cette orientation qui mérite d'être souligné en premier

lieu, est la décentralisation effectuée avec l'établissement des bureaux régionaux.

L'année 1951 a marqué le commencement de l'activité de trois nouveaux bureaux ré-

gionaux, celui du Pacifique occidental, celui de l'Europe, celui de l'Afrique.

Ainsi, les six bureaux régionaux prévus par la Première Assemblée Mondiale de la

Santé sont aujourd'hui établis, La régionalisation est par conséquent un fait

accompli. Pour la première fois, nous avops devant nous un programme de travail

qui a été élaboré et soumis par les comités régionaux. C'est là un des tournants

les plus importants dans la vie de l'Organisation) étant donné que le programme

d'assistance aux différents pays, examiné sur un plan régional, implique une meil-

leure connaissance des besoins et des possibilités de chaque pays; en outre) la

mise en oeuvre de ces plans reste confiée aux bureaux régionaux qui, par consé-

quent, en assument la responsabilité.

Cette décentralisation présentera, j'en suis sir, des avantages considérables.

Toutefois) elle ne doit pas nous faire perdre de vue l'importance d'une orienta-

tion unique et centrale qui est à la base de toute action sur le plan mondial de

l'Organisation. Il faudra clairement fixer les rapports du Siège central avec les

bureaux régionaux, leurs taches respectives, et établir dans ce cadre les program-

mes régionaux, tout en évitant une dispersion des efforts dans les activités di-

verses et fractionnées qui pourraient constituer une politique dangereuse pour les

buts que l'Organisation poursuit.
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Permettez -moi d'exprimer ici l'espoir que le problème des relations avec

les organisations non gouvernementales, qui a été évoqué par le chef de la dé-

légation de l'Inde, sera examiné .dans un esprit de compréhension et de réalisme,

en tenant compte surtout de l'apport réel que les organisations sont à même de

donner.

Un autre point ayant, à mon avis, une grande importance, est celui qui con-

cerne l'action de l'OMS dans le cadre de l'assistance technique. Il s'agit là

d'une activité destinée sans doute à élargir notre horizon et qui permettra à

l'OMS d'apporter sa contribution technique à la réalisation des programmes sani-

taires d'importance fondamentale, aux fins du progrès économique et social des

pays moins développés.

Ce n'est peut -être pas le moment de vous parler de l'importance et de la

valeur économique des mesures de médecine préventive, d'autant plus qu'une con-

férence à ce sujet est prévue dans le cadre des discussions techniques qui au-

ront lieu pendant cette session.

Il est indiscutable que le progrès scientifique et technique réalisé ces

dernières années, dans le domaine de la médecine et de l'hygiène, a permis des

conquêtes admirables et nous donne des armes nouvelles pour aiguillonner l'ef-

fort de l'humanité, en vue de l'établissement de meilleures conditions pour une

vie saine et harmonieuse. Ces armes et ces moyens ont été employés dans plusieurs

pays pour réduire les causes de souffrance et de mort, et éliminer les maladies

qui, pendant des siècles, ont tourmenté l'humanité. Le chemin qui mène à des con-

quêtes nouvelles reste ouvert.
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C'est avec un sentiment d'orgueil que, comme chef de l'administration sani-

taire italienne, j'ai pu 'constater les résultats obtenus dans mon pays par le

plan quinquennal de lutte antipaludique, avec l'emploi,, à l'échelle nationale,

d'insecticides à action rémanente. Le paludisme, ce fléau qui a dévasté; pendant

des siècles, certaines régions de mon Pays, avec son triste cortège de, souffran-

ces, de morts et de pauvreté,. cette terrible endémie qui avait opposé une résis-

tance farouche à tous les efforts de l'homme, peut être considéré comme ayant dis-

paru. La Sardaigne, cette grande tle dans la Méditerranée, bien que dotée de con-

sidérables ressources naturelles, n'était pas en mesure d'assurer l'existence de

sa population, à.cause du paludisme qui entravait son développement économique

normal. L'éradication de l'endémie a rendu possible la mise en valeur industriel-

le-et agricole de cette île, laquelle pourra bientôt accueillir 500.000 personnes

en provenance d'autres régions.

Cela, "à mon avis, est un exemple réconfortant.des.résultats que la médecine

préventive peut donner, et c'est la direction dans laquelle l'OMS doit s'engager,

si elle veut contribuer d'une façon efficace, et dans le domaine qui est le sien,

à résoudre les problèmes de la population.

Les progrès dans le domaine de la science et de la, technique nous offrent

également des armes nouvelles pour lutter contre d'autres graves maladies sociales,

 telles que la tuberculose, les maladies vénériennes, let rachome, etc., et déjà

dans ce domaine; des résultats remarquables ont été enregistrés, ce qui nous fait

espérer que ces maladies pourront être vaincues.

Cependant, pour la mise en oeuvre de ces programmes de lutte, il faut des

armes et des hommes. Chaque pays devrait pouvoir disposer des moyens nécessaires
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pour l'établissement des programmes et d'hommes compétents pour réaliser ces

programmes. L'Organisation Mondiale de la Santé est la mieux placée pour aider

à atteindre ce but et le programme d'assistance technique lui en donne la pos-

sibilité. Ce programme a reçu une application satisfaisante pendant cette année

et je souhaite qu'il puisse "être développé à l'avenir. Il faut toutefois qu'une

telle activité trouve sa place dans le programme général de travail de l'Organi-

sation et qu'elle soit orientée de manière à renforcer les services sanitaires

nationaux.

L'activité déployée par les comités d'experts a été remarquable et mérite

de retenir l'attention. En effet, les rapports des experts constituent un guide

pour l'Organisation et, de ce fait, il serait opportun que les réunions d'experts

fussent minutieusement étudiées et préparées. Il faudrait aussi que leurs travaux

soient suivis et orientés vers dès conclusions et des recommandations qui définis-

sent une ligne de conduite très précise pour l'activité internationale.

Avant de terminer, permettez-moi d'exprimer, au nom de la délégation italien-

ne, la satisfaction de pouvoir saluer parmi nous les délégués du Royaume -Uni de

Libye, le jeune Etat qui a été admis hier à l'unanimité comme Membre de notre

Organisation.

En conclusion, je désire exprimer ici la satisfaction de mon Gouvernement

pour l'oeuvre accomplie par l'OMS et le sincère désir de l'Italie de collaborer

A cette oeuvre, afin d'assurer à l'humanité, dans son ensemble, la meilleure san-

té, la prospérité, le bien -étre, la paix.
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Thé PRESIDENT: The Chair is happy to recognize the delegate of Yugoslavia..

Dr. GREGORIC (Yugoslavia): Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen. The

regular annual sessions of the World Health Organization provide excellent

opportunities for the evaluation, at intervals, of the progress made in health

protection throughout the world, and especially the role played by the World

Health Organization in health protection..

It would be difficult for me to evaluate the progress of health protection

in the world, but I can certainly judge the role of the World Health Organization

in the international health service, and even more clearly evaluate the role of

the activities and existence of the World Health Organization in the development

of health protection in my own country.

In his Report, the Director- General declared that, in his opinion, the year

1951 was not a year of great progress, neither was it a year of any serious

retardation on the path of mankind towards achieving the aims of the World Health

Organization. But he rightly. pointed out that mankind is becoming more and more

conscious of its right to enjoy health, and of the obligation of the rich and

developed countries to help in on way or another the development of health

protection in tho poor and under,44.4veloped countries.

At any rate, this necessity is One of the main reasons justifying the

existence of the World Health Organization, even if no need were shown for an

exchange of experience and progress achieved in medical sciences in all countries,
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regardless of their degree of development and size.

In the report on the work of the World Health Organization, in spite of

the moderate valuation of the achieved results set out by the Director -General,

we have nevertheless met with a number of exceptionally worthy and useful

activities, which would not be possible in the world - or which would develop

much more slowly - were it not for the existence of the World Health

Organization.

In examining the development of health protection in my country, it was

not difficult to establish that, in spite of the considerable facilities

provided by the Yugoslav Government for the protection of public health, my

country can and must be grateful to a certain extent for its successes to

international collaboration, particularly to that of the World Health

Organization and of various agencies with which WHO is in close co- operation

(such as UNICEF, ILO and technical assistance).

The role of WHO, and its help in the development of health protection

in my country, was expressed above all in the rapid rate of introduction into

the health protection of my country of the achievements of medical science and

the experience in health protection of other countries. The advances in

knowledge and skills of health personnel, and in informing the population of

the problem of health protection, were promoted by various means and through
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various channels. A new form, of introducing the latest developments, was to

send a number of physicians and other health workers abroad to study and

observe the practices and techniques of the health services and the progress

of medical science in other countries. Through the World Health

Organization a number of experts from other countries have been able to

visit Yugoslavia where they offered assistance on the spot in solving certain

problems and had a favourable influence upon the views and scientific efforts

of our experts. The convening of various international conferences, such as

the conference of the sanitary engineers of Europe and of the experts on

trachoma, and the holding of seminars on alcoholism, etc., have made it

possible for our people to meet many foreign experts and to supplement their

knowledge and widen their views on various questions.

This year also, I would like to emphasize the enormous benefits derived

from the international conferences of experts convened by WHO and whose reports

are published in the Technical Report Series. In this way the latest views

and ideas have become accessible to a wider circle of our health workers and

have penetrated more easily and more quickly into our practice. Until recently

we had no experts on certain questions, but after having sent groups of health

workers abroad for training, we are now able to further their advancement on

these questions and to train new personnel in our own country, e.g. in the
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rehabilitation of handicapped children, certain sectors of bacteriology and

immunology, etc. The work on international scientific research on certain

questions has led to certain centres of experts being included in international

groups (the Influenza Centre. in Belgrade, the Salmonella Centre in Zagreb, and

the Brucellosis Centre at Rijeka).

I think it is not necessary to lay special emphasis on the world -wide

significance of the epidemiological service, the work on biological standard-

ization, the publishing of pharmacopeias, the statistical work and similar

functions of WHO.

Of still greater significance were the activities in Yugoslavia, where

the introduction of professional knowledge was combined with a certain assistance

in supplies. Thanks to the ample supplies provided by UNICEF, 1To "j Yugoslavia

were able to mobilize huge resources by which we conducted such actions as

the eradication of malaria, which is almost disappearing as a mass disease;

endemic lues, the treatment of which occupies more than 90,000 persons; the

antimycosis control action; the development of networks of sanitary -epidemiological

station and the thorough control of iucellosis.

Last but not least, I wish to emphasize the value of the regulár Assemblies

of WHO. The world -wide significance of our regular Assemblies does not lie only
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in passing the budget and working programme for our Organization. The holding

of these Assemblies offers an opportunity to meet and exchange directly our

experiences and successes, to hear about the methods of solving various health

questions. in other countries, and to continue our contact end co- operation

after the termination of these Assemblies. The World Health Assembly, more

than any other forum, contributes to the spreading of the spirit of inter-

nationalism and international collaboration, and at the same time to the

maintenance of world peace. I was able to establish in my own country that,

in connexion with the holding of the World Health Assembly, not only the health

workers of my country, but also'the population are becoming more and more

familiar with international health problems, and with the need for international

collaboration and mutual help as a prerequisite for the preservation of peace

in the world and of our own progress.

Consciousness of the importance and value of the work being done here

should not, ladies and gentlemen, mislead us and prevent us from endeavouring

at this session to comment on the work of our Organization - not only of the

Secretariat, but also of the Executive Board and even of the Assembly itself.

Can the work of WHO be more extensive and better? Can international

collaboration in the field of health be more extensive? These are questions
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which we should examine.

I think we. should not spend too much time in discussing whether the

work of the Secretariat of our Organization could be bettor. It is a fact that

the work of the Secretariat was strictly limited by the directives-and con-

clusions of last yearrc Assembly and the instructions of the Executive Board,

What is more) my improsc-..on is that the work of the Secretariat) within the -

limits of the fixed budget, the programme and the policy of the Organization)

was perhaps too strained, and that too many problems wore covered' without

adequate facilities. Therefore, the question continues to remain open whether

we are able to achieve certain more important successes with the available

means of the Organization, or whether we are able to use more efficiently the

expert apparatus of the Secretariat of our Organization by changing and

widening our policy and especially by ensuring greater material means

At last years session our delegation on several occaston.s emphasized the

need to strengthen WHO in offering direct material assistance, combined with the

implementation of definite programmes. This kind of work would not only

represent a complete realization of the high principles of our Organization

that the rich and developed countries should )ie .l . the poor and under- developed

countries - but it would give greater authority to the Organization and speed

up the implementation of its programmes) as wo have e.+perionced in our own

country on a number of o .... :ca.ei or.e
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We see, however; that the Executive Board of our Organization did not

follow the recommendations given by the Assembly. Last year the Fourth World

Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA4 25, which reads:

Requests the Executive Board to re- examine the feasibility of

providing further services in connexion with medical supplies to
governments on request. (Official Records No. 35,page 27).

Instead of getting recommendations on the feasibility of carrying out in

practice the provision of sullies and on ho ;,' to çorhine them with various .

programmes of the countries, we received from the Executive Board at its

seventh session - 31'January 1951 - a request that WHO provide help to govern-

ments in the form of advice) or intermediation with governments for the supply

of necessary.equipment. In this way, a useful recomiendation and initiative

of the most essential sign.V.azalce for the further development of WHO has been .

actually discarded ,while the task of a mediatory commercial agency has been

imposed upon the Secretariat, This task was not provided for by the programme

and working plan adopted for the work of the Organization last year.

Ladies and gentlemen, we are not criticizing even this type of service,

because it'can also be of benefit to. certain governments. .However, this type

of help has no connexion with actual direct material assistance to under -developed

and poor count es. In so far as we wish to raise the reputation and
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efficiency of our Organization, we shall sooner or later have to take a decision

to include the supplying of governments in the regular programme of work of the

Organizat .on, e

Frankly speaking, we are aware that there is a certain fear that including

direct material assistance and supplies in WHO programmes may lead to an

increase in the budget of our Organization. However, I see nothing'wrong in

this. It is clear today, more than ever before, that the' question of the:

struggle for peace is not solved only by armaments and expenditures for'war

purposes but, above all, by solving the vital social and health problems in the

world. The question of the superiority and influence of certain countries does

not by far depend on their. military force as much as it depends on their policy

of peace, collaboration and brotherly help to the poor and under- developed

countries. Would an increase in the budget of WHO:Lrepresent a serious burden

for the budget of the Member governments of WHO? It is certain that it would

represent only an insignificant percentage of the expenditures laid out daily

on armaments. And yet an additional budget, which we would spend only on

supplies, along with well prepared and planned programmes for the development

of the health services of the under- developed and backward countries, and the

international health service, and the scientific solution of various problems,

would contribute to a more rapid development of health protection throughout the

world and, among other things, would give "fuel" (to use the expression of the

Director- General in his Report) to the technical apparatus of WHO, which is very
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well organized and has excellent experts but in practice, to be honest, has

only few facilities to work with, as is set out by the Director -General in his

Report.

For these reasons the Yugoslav delegation will give, at this session,

active support to every proposal for an increase in the programme and the

budget of the Organization, in so far as it aims at realizing definite complete

programmes of the Member countries, and in so far as it does not lead to a further

increase of expenditure on the administrative apparatus of our Secretariat end

the various committees.

If limited facilities this year also make it impossible for us to adopt a

plan and working budget for 1953 in which greater facilities will be made

available for supplies, we appeal to the Assembly to bind the Secretariat and the

Executive Board, by reducing administrative costs, to create at least same means,

or to authorize the Director- General to use the facilities of the working

capital fund for supplies and direct help in carrying out national and inter-

national research on health protection. This Assembly should thereby declare its

resolved and principled desire to introduce this type of international health

collaboration and to create a precedent for providing increasingly greater

facilities for these aims - gradually, with maturing of the awareness of

various countries and governments of the necessity of making greater contributions

for the realization of the aims and principles of the World Health Organization.

Allow me at this time to set forth the views of my Government regarding
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the proposal of the Scandinavian countries, discussed in the Executive Board

this year (resolution EB 9 R53). We believe that by extending the date of the

assembly's session to two years, the great advantages derived from the regular

annual sessions of the Assembly would be lost, and there would be but little

saving in material means, Izt..;ri ;;ioual health collaboration is not yet so

strengthened, nor has the work of WHO taken on definite forms, for it not :toto

require frequent revisions and alterations by this supreme body. Even the best

quality work of the Secretariat and the meetings of the Executive Board could not

compensate for the direct contact of the representatives of countries and officials

of health services. The expenditure for the work of the Assembly does not amount

Oven to three per cent of the total expenditure of WHO, and the benefits of its

work are positively much greater than the work of any individual technical

department or section of our Secretariat. Therefore we feel that for several -

years more, the adopted practice of regular annual sessions of this Assembly

should not bo changed. We wish to emphasize here the enormous world -wide

significance of the technical discussions in WHO, and we believe that they should

be continued in the future, just as they were held last year and this year.

We greet the successes of the Director- General and the Executive Board in

forming regional committees, because we are convinced that in this way, in the

various parts of the world, the work will be better adapted to the needs of the

various countries.

Ladies and gentlemen, this Assembly is the supreme forum of WHO. The

peoples and governments of our countries expect from us and our work that we use
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to the maximum and in the best possible way the facilities and the assistance

which they are giving for our work. We cannot be passive towards the work of

the Organization, neither can we allow the Secretariat and the Executive Board to

bear the responsibility and the burden for the work on international health

collaboration. Even though each one of us,, considering his own personal

interests, may sometimes have the impression that the more he gives to others,

the less he will have for himself, we must be aware that the progress of the

health of mankind depends on our mutual understanding and solidarity and the

correct policy we are going to carry out in our Organization. Thus progress in

the health of the peoples of the world will be the more rapid, international

collaboration and mutual help will be greater, and millions of people throughout

the world will be more firmly conscious that world peace is the basic factor which

makes possible not only the progress_ of public health, but all progress in the

life of any people, and, consequently, in the life of all peoples of the world.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the delegate of Ceylon.

Dr. WICKREMESINGHE (Ceylon): Mr. President, fellow delegates and friends:

I should like first of all to offer to you, Mr. President, our cordial

felicitations and to express the hope that under your leadership this great

organization may flourish.

I am sorry to have to strike a note of sadness at the outset. A few days

before I left my country, our Minister of Health, who was also the Prime Minister
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'of Ceylon, died after a tragic accident. We have, therefore, been deprived of

his wise guidance in our conduct at this Assembly. Nevertheless, we are well

aware of the principles that guided his life. He was always a firm believer in

the democratic way of life. He was a wholehearted supporter of all international

agencies and international work of every type, and lastly he was infused with a

burning patriotism to serve his country to the best of his ability. We, Sir, will

always bear those principles in mind, and shall direct our conduct at this

Assembly bearing in mind those high principles, which we believe are in accord with

the principles of the World Health Organization.

Previous speakers have referred to the Director -Generals Report.

(Turning to the Director- General)
(S! adressant au Directeur général)

Nay I, Sir, add our own tribute to you and to your colleagues for an

excellent record of work during the past year. If I may be permitted to say so,

I think that of all the reports of this Assembly that I have read, this is by far

the best that has been put out. It is most instructive and most interesting. To

us who live far away, it is a wise policy to study your Report carefully and to

understand the various activities of this Organization. As the head of a

national health service, I know full well the difficulties of meeting all the

demands of various interested parties and the difficulties in writing a report

which hives sufficient emphasis to all aspects that some people may desire. I

can well appreciate, Sir, how difficult the duties of the Director- General must

have been in reviewing so multifarious a list of activities throughout the countries

of the world.
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I sho &1 like at this stage to say how very glad we were to have the Director -

General and his Assistant, Mr. Siegel, with us in our country a short time ago. I

think it is very necessary that the Director -General should himself in person, as far

as time permits, visit the countries where the work of WHO is in operation. We are,

therefore, extremely happy that we honoured by this visit from the Director- General.

I do not propose, Sir, to review all the activities recorded in your very

excellent Report, but I think I should mention those items which have impressed me very

. greatly. I feel that the expert committte reports should rank very high in the work

of our Organization. To me personally they have afforded much information and much

guidance,, Their greatest virtue is that they are the product of a composite group

and that we are therefore safeguarded from those individualistic tendencies to which

experts are sometimes liable. May I suggest, however, that when you do have consul-

tants on special subjects sent to various countries, you ensure that they are com-

pletely familiar with those very expert committee reports, because sometimes we talk

in diverse tongues when they are not so acquainted.

I wish to refer to another activity which, to my mind, is of considerable impor-

tance; that is the setting up of international centres - the Influenza Centre in

London, the Anaesthesiology Centre in Copenhagen, the brucellosis centres in Minnea-

polis, USA and Yugoslavia, the Health Statistics Centre in London, and,several other

such centres - because I visualize that from these centres will emanate very valuable

information on the specific subjects for which they have been established. And

furthermore, I feel that they will be centres to which the officers from our national

governments can go from time to time, to exchange ideas, to improve their technical

knowledge, and to get a better understanding of the subjects in which they are

interested.
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I am glad; Sir, that in your Report you h ve referred to the vital importance

of environmental sanitation. We from the East cannot stress too seriously the great

importance of this subject. And may I endorse what the Director-General said in his

introductory remarks - that the methods applied for the control of the environment

of countries in the East should not necessarily follow the pattern adopted in

countries in the West. Most of our areas are rural areas, and the methods should be

in conformity with the environment itself and with the needs and the means of the

people themselves.

There is Sir, a very important activity which has just been initiated. and that

is the health demonstration project. We in Ceylon have some experience of this type

of work, and I have the greatest faith that the health demonstration project will be

one of the greatest means of improving the health standards of our people. But I do

hope that we will all take to heart what the Director -General said - that We shall

not try to take everything "off the counter"; that we shall not try to take short

cuts, but plan our policies in these health demonstration projects soundl_y,J cautious-

ly and scientifically. Health cannot be pushed too quickly, and if we lay the

foundation stone correctly then I can assure you that we shall draw dividends. That

indeed, has been our experience, although the experiment that we carried out had

neither the support nor the backing of a great Organization such as ours today.

The delegate of India and the eirector- General himself have referred to an

important problem that concerns us in the East, and that is the question of popul-

ation. It is perhaps true that Ceylon has the highest rate of population growth,

the percentage being about three per cent as compared with one or two per cent in

the other countries which have such a problem. We are therefore happy to see that

the World Health Organisation is starting a pilot project in our neighbouring

country, and we shall endeavour to study as much as we can the methods that will

be tried out in that experiment.
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I feel that the Deputy Director of FAO, who spoke here on the opening day,

was not completely correct when he said that the World Health Organization was

creating a problem by virtue of the fact that we were increasing births and reducing

deaths. We must not forget the fact that we are concerned not merely with birth

and death, but with the reduction, and where possible the elimination, of disease.

And when w e control chronis diseases such as malaria, hookworm, malnutrition and

yaws, we increase the vitality) the economic efficiency and the productivity of our

people. Therefore I say it is only partly true that we add to the population

problem, although undotbted`ly the net increase is real and true. We must, therefore,

always regard the population problem as a vital one and see how, without irritating

any religious beliefs or moral standards, we could solve this problem in a scientific

and careful manner. The pilot project will, I am sure, give us the necessary

information,

I do not want to review any more of these activities. I am convinced that

this young organization has justified its existence and that it has done during these

fóur years much more than a national government could have done during that period.

I think therefore that we can justly pride ourselves on this achievement and hope that

in the future we may be able to make further progress,

I feel perear.ally extremely privileged to come here to this Assembly to meet old

friends and make new 'acquaintances, and I do give you the assurance that I and my

fellow delegates will endeavour to the best of our possibilities to work for what the

World Health Organization holds so dear to improve the health and happiness and peace

of the world,
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The PRESIDENT: To the honourable Chief Delegate of Ceylon and through him to

the delegation of Ceylon, and through the Ceylon ' elegation to the Fifth World Health

Assembly to the Government and people of Ceylon, to the family of His Excellency

the late Minister of Health, concurrently the Prime Minister of Ceylon, the Assembly

wishes to extend its heartfelt sympathy and it8 deep condolence on the early demise

of the late Minister of Health and Prime Minister. We wish to inform the Chief

Delegate of Ceylon that the Fifth World Health Assembly condoles with you and with

your people, and joins you in mourning and deep sorrow.

The Chair recognizes the delegate of the United Kingdom.

Sir John CHARLES (United Kingdom): Mr. President, may I join the felicitations

of the United Kingdom delegation to those so eloquently and movingly expressed by the

previous speakers: it is clear to those of US who have had an opportunity of

observing, Mr. President, your equanimity and competence, that the praises which we

had already received of you have been too modestly stated.

The moving line of witnesses mounting the rostrum to bring their tributes to the

work of this great organization is in itself a sign of international significance.

Praise is given, criticism is directed, and points of view are stated, accepted or

challenged in an atmosphere of peace and mutual forbearance.

Where there have been so many expressions of approval of the work of the

Organization, and of the Director -General and his staff, it wiuld be churlish to

refrain from adding to them. But if a little criticism is included in the eulogy,

then we hope it will be regarded as no more than the salt which adds savour to the

banquet.
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A very rough estimate of the wide - ranging and multifarious activities of WHO

can be made from the fact that they require 152 large quarto pages for their

description. The records of these undertakings make the Annual Report of the

Director -General a great atlas and catalogue of good works and international co-

operation.

The Director -General himself has hesitated to describe at length all these

activities, Therefore) if we comment only on a few of the more outstanding, it will

be understood that brevity is being used, both in emulation of the Director-General,

and as the soul of wit and the concentration of praise.

In matters of this kind,; where we all have our. own standards of value, some

achievements which appear to us meritorious may be regarded less highly by others who

are perhaps better fitted to judge. And again it might be invidious to select some

regional activity in the Americas and contrast it with a similar one in Europe. We

must avoid throwing applies of discord at all costs,

So for several reasons, and not least because of their intrinsic merit, we

would select for recognition those developments of the administrative framework and

organization of WHO which are intended to make it a more powerful instrument for good

in international affairs. The measure of that power to do good is not necessarily

the possession or acquisition of increased financial resources, but whether the

organization is so constructed that it has the strength, spend, resilience and

efficiency of a g)od machine - a machine which is to be directed by men of good will

to beneficent purposes. So first upon our list of major achievements must come

co- ordination of the work of WHO with that of the United Nations itself and of its

other specialized agencies.
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Particularly to be commended are the combined efforts with UNICEF in relation

to medical supplies, with the International Labour Office in respect of merchant

seamen, and with the Technical Assistance Board over a wide field of health activities.

Next comes the establishment of the six regional offices as effective decentral-

ised segments of the Organization, 1951 saw the emergence of the Regional Offices

for Africa Europe and the Western Pacific. Within four years the grand plan of the

First World Health Assembly has become an accomplished fact. More and more it will

be possible for the well- considered schemes of governments to be transmitted to WHO

with the guidance and backing of the regional offices. And those schemes will take

into account those interdependent programmes of industry, agriculture, sanitation

and medical care, which marry health and economics.

One of the signs of human maturity is the capacity to be self -critical. In that

respect, as in many others, international organizations have human characteristics,

We therefore welcome as indicative of progress and as a healthy omen for future

development those attempts which have been made by W}Í0 to evaluate its programmes and

projects and to arrive at an assessment, not only of their popularity, but of their

real and continuing worth.

All those developments which I have mentioned are the outward and visible signs

of a sturdy adolescence passing on into vigorous manhood - of organizational and

administrative maturity.

The past year has seen the harvest of long labours in three different fields.

We refer to the first edition of the International Pharmacopeia; to the new

International Sanitary Regulations (by no means a. first edition); and the first full
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year of the operation of the Regulations regarding Nomenclature with respect to

Diseases and Causes of Death. We may indeed be pleased that the United Kingdom has

. been able, through its experts, to contribute to the success of these labours. No

one will begrudge Dr. Hampshire, Dr. Morgan or Dr. Stocks the credit which, they

would be the first to admit, they share with three of the ablest of the international

teams that WHO has gathered together, and with this trinity we would associate Dr.

Miles and the Expert Committee on Biological Standardization.

It wou3.d be both uncharitable and inaccurate to suggest that the occasions for

criticizingthe work of WHO are as numerous as the opportunities for praise. And where

the criticism is intended to be constructive, the occasions are few indeed. But there

are some points - we hope none of them seriously controversial - which suggest

themselves as. worthy, of thought and consideration.

The Norld Health Organization is an intergovernmental organization - therein lie

its strength and its purpose. It exists to help governments, not to supersede them.

Consequently, any overlapping with existing machinery, any operations in fields

already adequately farmed by national endea,rour are to be avoided. Perhaps in the

past we have not borne this sufficiently in mind, and have tended to stake claims for

WHO in every branch of clinical and administrative medicine, rather than to limit our

activities, to work which can best be carried out by international co- operation and

machinery.

Our expert committees are set up to advise the Executive Board in particular,

and not the great and learned worlds of science and medicine in general. But several

of them have entered purely technical fields which are already well covered by highly
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authoritative existing non -governmental organizations, by the national institutes of

r'search, and where a co- ordinating intergovernmental organization is not required as

an administrative instrument. Giving an example of a contemplated project rather than

of an existing one, we wonder whether, having regard to the powerful and wealthy

non- governmental organizations and the national 'search teams which now exist in the

United States and Europe, the proposed expert committee on poliomyelitis is really

necessary.

Looking back over some of the activities of the past five years we would suggest

that expediency, as well as urgency, has determined the launching of some of WHO's

schemes.

The success of those projects has been great when viewed from the standpoint of

the immediate present. They have stirred the imagination, roused enthusiasm, and

enlisted the interest and support of governments.

But looked at from the point of view of long -term planning, some of these

projects have been 1tplacebosn and estop- gapsil. They have tided over an emergency,

without getting down to the fundamental cause. They have been superficial remedies,

rather than radical cures. A great English epidemiologist once said 'II thank

Heaven that Wrightls T.A.B. Vaccine and the chlorination of water had not been

di scx vered in the time of Chadwick. If they had been I am certain we would never

have had our great organized systems of water supply. The temporary remedies would

have become the permanent ones,il
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Finally, we would gently criticize the quality of some of WHO's publications -

concentrating on the Bulletin and the Uonographs. And our justification for this

is that these publications should attain the highest possible standard of excellence.

It is not sufficient that they should be good. They ought to be superlatively good.

The criteria by which any articles or monographs submitted for publication are judged

should be at least as high as those used by the great international scientific and

medical journals and publishers, and by the national organizatiov0 of medical research.

Working to these standards WHO may need to harden its literary heart from time to

time and issue a few more of those letters which begin by saying, "The Editor

regrets ... ".

We feel that it is not necessary to offer apologies for these departures from

the path of praise and appreciation. The :rld Health Organization,is a live, growing,

intelligent entity. It is all the better for a little introspection, and for some

critical thought as to its policies and the methods available to implement them.

In the temporal measurements of the Romans, WHO has reached the end of its first

half- decade, its "lustrum ". It has achieved much in those five years. It can achieve

even more in the future if its purposes are concentrated and its, efforts not unduly

dispersed. If it is animated by that same imaginative conception of international

co- operation, if good will and good works continue to be the essence of that

co- operation, the world can look forward to better health and the Organization to

greater triumphs.

The PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen of the Assembly, if I may be permitted to

digress for one brief moment from our proceedings, I should like to follow the example

last year of Dr. Fabini, Chief of the Uruguayan delegation, in calling attention to
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the anniversary which will be observed tomorrow, Thursday 8 May, of one of the City of

Geneva's greatest sons, whose, inspiration and efforts gave us one of our world's

greatest humanitarian institutions. I refer, of course, to Henri Dunant, who was born

in this hospitable city - which is again host to our Assembly - on 8.May 1828. The

heritage which he left us in the form of the national Red Cross society, also known

sometimes as the Red Crescent or the Red Lion and Sun society, in the countries of all

of us present here today is one of the richest that has ever been passed on in this

world. The example of Dunant, as someone has said so well, has proved that millions

can be inspired by the initiative of one. It is proof-that humanitarian work has a

tremendous impact ón. mankind. It is proof that 'good' unites more than evil divides.

Apart from its immeasurable contribution to mitigating the suffering of mankind in

war, the Red Cross, founded by Henri Dunant, has carried out and continues to carry

out a tremendous work in peacetime in promoting the improvement of health and the

prevention of disease -- á work, I dare say, that has not escaped the personal

attention of any one of us here today, from whatever part of the world we come.

Five years ago the League of Red Cross Societies, of which I am deeply proud to

be a governor by virtue of my service as President of the Philippine National Red Cross;

set aside the 8th of Níay.as international Red Cross Day so that all the world might

join in paying tribute to this illustrious humanitarian and citizen of the world. In

homage to the-memory of Henri Dunant I would propose that this distinguished Assembly

rise and observe a minute of silence. It is equally as homage to the City of Geneva

and to the International Committee of the Red Cross, the oldest organ of the movement.

The Health Assembly stood in silence for one minute.
L'Assemblée se lève et observe une minute de silence.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the delegate of Japan.
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Mr. MISAYOSHI Y ML GU'CHI (Japan): Mr. President, fellow delegates,

ladies and gentlemen, as chief delegate of Japan, I wish to take this opportunity

of extending the greetings of our Government and people to the honourable Member

governments of the 1.orld Health Organization and their distinguished delegates

to this Assembly. I would also like to express my respect for the Director -

General and the members of the Secretariat and the members of the Executive Board,

Further, I wish to pay my sincere respect to the President of the Fourth World

Health Assembly, Dr. Scheele, and to the newly- elected President of the Fifth

World Health Assembly, Dr. Salcedo.

It was just one year ago, in this hall, that you bestowed upon us a great

honour by accepting my country as a Member of this Organization. It is with great

satisfaction that I am able to report that the year with this Organization has been

most inspiring as well as most fruitful for all of us who are striving hard for

the better health of the people in our country. The sense of fellowship among

the worldwide health team, and the consciousness of being an integral part of the

great working party which is carrying on the greatest health programme ever

planned, gave us new vision for the goal of health activities and renewed zeal

for the fulfilment of the goal thus revealed. The accomplishments that were

attained in the field of public health in my country during the year 1951, such

as the remarkable decrease in deaths from tuberculosis, further prolongation of

life expectancy for men and women, and the sharp decline in infant mortality,

might not have resulted without the moral support and spiritual inspiration of

this Organization.
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It is only natural, therefore, that our interest was not only confined to

the welfare of our own people but was also keenly directed to that of the people

in our fellow countries, and, consequently, to the programme at large of the -:

1:orld Hoalth Organization, the gigantic programme challenging the evil of the

world, a programme of which the Director -General gives us a vivid account with

precise details in his :annual Report. This interest, furthermore, led.us to the

desire for active participation in and contribution to the far -reaching programme

of the Organization.

Because of this interest and desire on the part of my Government, the Government

readily received T:HO fellowship- holders from our fellow countries in the region,

and now seven public -health officers are with us from Republic of China, receiving

training courses in Tokyo. The invitation was also sent by my Government to the

F;'orld Health Organization for the health statistics seminar for the region during

the months of Lugust and September 1952, in Tokyo. Insecticide products are

offered to help other countries in carrying out their health programmes,

These steps were taken becauser Government believes in the ideal of the

7orld Health Organization, wisely expressed in its Constitution, and because it

also places confidence inthe sincerity and the ability of the Director- General

and his able staff for the implementation of the programme which is so essential

for the realization of the ideal and the success of the work of the ':orld Health

Organization,

I am extremely happy to report to you'that our Government has instructed me

to take this opportunity of offering its firm pledge that Japan will continue to

co :operate in contributing its share towards the achievement of the ultimate
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mission of the Tiorld Health Organization. Our supplies of antibiotics and

other essential drugs and equipment might be of assistance to some countries

which are having difficulties in obtaining the necessary materials. Some of

our experts in various fields of medicine might be able-to contribute to scientific

progress by participating in the expert panels and committees,

Mr. President and fellow delegates, o_Z,this occasion of the Fifth World

Health Assembly, permit us to join with you in congratulations on the wonderful

accomplishments of our Organization under the leadership of riur respected

Director -General during the preceding year, and. in pledging ourselves in, this

current year to active participation in the fight against diseases which bring

misery, slavery, and death to our beloved people all over the world.

The PRESIDENT; The chair recognizes the delegate of Iran.

Dr. T1BP (Iran): Mr. President, dear friends and colleagues, the Iranian

delegation takes pleasure in participating once more in the discussions and

deliberations of the Health assembly. Our annual. gatherings here have not

only served for us to make and renew friendships, but through our technical

discussions and exchange of views, I may safely say that we have been successful

in solving to some extent the health problems of our countries and of the world.

The world's happiness greatly depends on close and intimate international inter-

course and co- operation, and in what sphere can this international action for the

promotion of human welfare be more necessary than in the sphere of health?

Perusal of the Director -- General's Report for 1951 shows solid achievements by

1`di0 in the promotion of better conditions of world health. But vast and complex
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problems still confront the Organization. ? ".hile the Director - General and the

Secretariat can rightly pride themselves on their past achievements (for which I

express my Government's gratitude) they must make sure that the implementation and

realization of future programmes is ensured without let or hindrance.

1.s for the health problems of nay country, I am glad to say that we have had

great developments in the field of social welfare and that great strides have been

taken in the pat year 44 44prove the health of the n*' Lam. ovormrerital stld

voluntary charitable institutions work in harmony and the overlapping of public -

health efforts, which was conspicuous in the past, is to a large extent remedied.

Antimalaria measures continue to give very good and satisfactory results and I

shall not repeat the outlines of the successful outcome of the nationwide schemes

which I detailed here last year and which are continuing very progressively and

satisfactorily in spite of my country's restricted finances,

Expert VHO advisers are helping us in our antituberculosis campaign,in venereal

disease control, in maternal and child health and in nursing problems. The

Medical Teaching .;fission sponsored by '-fO and the Unitarian Service Committee

visited Iran last summer and I may confidently say that it was a real success.

Dr. Dorolle, the Deputy Director -General, and Dr. Shousha, Pasha, the Eastern

Mediterranean Regional Director, also visited oùr country at the same time, and I

thank them for their combined.effórts and willingness to help us with our health

problems,. I cannot let slip this opportunity of mentioning the fact that our

Regional Director, Dr. Shousha, Pasha, has done much to implement the resolutions

and decisions of the Assembly and the policy of the Organization in such a may as
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to give the best results. Indeed, the practical wor'_ carried on in our region

has found for i.JIO a warm place in the heart of our people.

X conclude by declaring Iran's solemn and sincere support for the ever-

increasing activities of WHO, thanks to which, I hope humanity all over the world

will enjoy better health in the years to come.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the delegate of Saudi.Arabia.

Le Dr PHARAON (Arabie Saoudite) : C'est avec le plus grand plaisir que je re-

trouve ici des amis et des collègues qui me sont devenus chers depuis que je colla-

bore avec eux aux travaux de cette Organisation, dans une atmosphère sereine et cor-

diale, et pour les avoir vus travailler à l'accomplissement de la tache constructi-

ve et humanitaire qui reste le seul espoir vers lequel convergent les coeurs de tous

les hommes.

C'est pour moi aussi un bonheur immense et un privilège exceptionnel de pouvoir

me retremper de temps en temps dans cette ambiance confiante, dévouée et désintéres-

sée, caractérisée par l'amour de la science, l'amour de l'humanité et enfin par sen

désir intense d'améliorer le sort du genre humain, et sa volonté inébranlable d'at-

teindre son but et réaliser son idéal.

Animée d'un tel esprit et décidée à le concrétiser, l'Organisation Mondiale de

la Santé a fait figure, aux yeux du monde entier, d'organisation stable, inaccessi-

ble aux intrigues et aux dissensions politiques ou idéologiques. Cette situation de

faveur ne lui fut acquise qu'au prix d'efforts intelligents et soutenus, déployés

d'un c6té par le Conseil Exécutif, par son Directeur général et ses collaborateurs,



A5/VR /5

Page 55

les membres du Secrétariat et, de l'autre, par les éminentes personnalités qui

ont assumé la présidence de l'Assemblée Mondiale de la Santé. Aussi, l'attitude

des délégations des Etats Membres était -elle la base indispensable sur laquelle

a pu être édifiée avec patience toute l!oeuvre de l'Organisation.

C'est au nom de l'oeuvre accomplie jusqu'ici et de la táché à laquelle nous

 devons consacrer nos efforts A. l'avenir que je rends hommage à cette Organisation

qui n'est autre que l'instrument de coordination de l'effort collectif de tous les

hommes de bonne volonté.

Mais, qu'il me soit permis de m'adresser particulièrement à Monsieur Scheele,

Président de la Quatrième Assemblée Mondiale de la Santé, pour lui exprimer toute

mon estime pour les grandes qualités dont il a fait preuve dans la conduite des tra-

vaux de l'Assemblée, qualités de tact, d'intégrité et de fermeté, qui sont l'apana-

ge des hommes de grand coeur et à l'esprit droit,

L'Organisation maintient ainsi ses traditions dans le choix des présidents de

ses Assemblées. A la chaîne de grands hommes que nous avons eus jusqu'ici à la tete

de l'Organisation vient s'ajouter un nouveau maillon de la même trempe en la person-

ne.de S.E. M. le Dr Salcedo.

Permettez -moi, M. le Président de la Cinquième Assemblée Mondiale de la Santé,

de vous dire la joie que j'éprouve á voir confiée à'vous la conduite de nos tra-

vaux pendant cette session. Je vous en,félicite et remercie l'Assemblée pour le

choix heureux qu'elle vient de faire.

Quant à l'hommage que je me plais à rendre à M. le Directeur général, le

Dr Chisholm, ainsi qu'à ses collaborateurs, il n'est que l'affirmation et la consé-

cration de l'estime que professent à son égard tous ceux qui ont pu apprécier la
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clairvoyance et la fermeté, la souplesse et le doigté avec lesquels il a su as-

surer la marche de ce mécanisme aux rouages multiples,

Je me dois aussi de m'acquitter d'un devoir non moins agréable, celui d'ex-

primer à S.E. le Dr Shousha, Pacha, Directeur régional pour la Méditerranée orien-

tale, mes remerciements lés plus sincères et mon estime la plus profonde pour le

travail admirable accompli sous son égide, et grace á son dévouement et à son ex-

périence. Qu'il veuille trouver ici, en plus de mes sentiments personnels, l'ex-

pression de l'estime et de la gratitude de mon Gouvernement. L'assistance appré-

ciable et les conseils intelligents qu'il n'a cessé de nous prodiguer ont été,

pour les autorités sanitaires dé l'Arabie Saoudite, d'une valeur inestimable.

Cette assistance et ces conseils ont été soigneusement étudiés et mis à pro-

fit. Nous espérons les voir bien-et donner tous leurs fruits.

La voie est tracée, les fondements sont assis, le travail a commencé avec

tout l'élan et tout l'enthousiasme qui lui garantiront - j'en suis persuadé -

le plein succès.

L'Arabie Saoudite est un pays jeune, qui a pris naissance dans des condi-

tions que vous connaissez tous.

Dans le domaine sanitaire, plus que dans tout autre domaine, sa tache était

difficile, je dirai même impossible à réaliser, puisqu'elle avait à s'acquitter

d'une grande responsabilité, tant sur le plan national, que sur le plan interna-

tional, tout en se trouvant aux prises avec les éléments de la nature et les con-

ditions atmosphériques les plus rigoureuses.

Loin de se décourager, son Gouvernement s'y est attelé avec foi et détermina-

tion. il a pu réaliser, dans un temps record, avec des moyens rudimentaires et un

personnel réduit, une oeuvre que je serais tenté de qualifier de tour de force.
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Partant de rien, il a pu doter, le pays d'une organisation sanitaire qui

- loin de satisfaire encore à ses aspirations - a pu quand même faire face à ses

besoins les plus urgents.

Procédant dans l'accomplissement de a tache par ordre d'urgence, il est dé-

cidé à la mener jusqu'au but, sans ménager ni son effort, ni ses ressources.

Sa grande difficulté est peut -être le recrutement de médecins et d'autre per-

sonnel sanitaire. Mais il est décidé à la surmonter coûte que coûte. Il y-parvien-

dra incessamment. Déjà, répondant à la demande des services compétents de l'Arabie,

plusieurs jeùnes médecins se présentent pour y travailler.

Ce n'est évidemment pas la vraie solution du problème. J'en conviens. Mais

mon Gouvernement regarde l'avenir avec confiance. Les jeunes étudiants saoudiens

sont un peu partout dans les écoles et ils constitueront la génération promise)

attendue, pour renforcer l'effectif qui existe déjà et contribuer au relèvement

du niveau sanitaire de leurs concitoyens.

Aussi, les autorités sanitaires de l'Arabie Saoudite ont -elles procédé, dés

cette année, à l'ouverture de huit écoles pour la formation des infirmières et du

personnel sanitaire.

Elles ont, d'autre part recruté plus de 60 médecins et 60 infirmières de

différentes nationalités : Egyptiens, Syriens, Libanais, Pakistanais, Anglais,

Français et Italiens.

Je me dois ici d'exprimer à l'adresse du Gouvernement d'Egypte les sentiments

de gratitude sincère pour l'aide précieuse et généreuse qu'elle a fait à mon pays,

en mettant à sa disposition cinquante de ses médecins les plus qualifiés.
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Les problèmes sanitaires retiennent au premier chef l'attention des Auto-

rités Saoudiennes.

Pour répondre aux besoins des services sanitaires qui ne cessent de gran-

dir et de se développer, le Gouvernement de l'Arabie Saoudite a constitué, cette

année, un Ministère de la Santé, pour remplacer la DireCtion générale qui a exis-

té jusqu'alors.

L'Arabie Saoudite ne pouvait mieux affirmer sa volonté d'arriver A une so-

lution radicale de ses problèmes sanitaires.

Le Gouvernement de l'Arabie Saoudite a décrété l'institution d'un Ministare

et l'a doté en mame temps des fonds nécessaires pour son bon fonctionnement. Le

budget de ce Ministère, pour/lexercice 1952, s'élève â? millions de dollars

environ contre 2 millions pole l'année passée. A cette somme vient s'ajouter une

autre de 8 millions de dollars pour les constructions et l'équipement sanitaire.

Ce sont là des chiffres qui se passent de commentaires.

Mais il est'utile que je brosse devant vouS tras brièvementy.le tableau du

programme de réforme sanitaire entrepris dans mon Pays. En plus d'une maternité,

d'un h8pital d'ophtalmologie et d'un troisième heipital, déjà en plein fonctionne-

ment, les projets prévus pour l'année en c6urs sont les suivants -:

1) - Construction et équipement d'un lepital moderne à La Mecque, pour,

400 lits.

2) Construction et équipement d'un hSpital semblable A Riyadh.
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3) Construction et équipement de 38 dispensaires dans les diffé-

rentes parties du pays, avec le personnel et le matériel permettant de

donner toute assistance médicale.

4) Formation d'unités sanitaires ambulantes, dotées d'un matériel

approprié pour, le contrôle médical des populations nomades.et la pratique

de l'assistance. et des mesures préventives et curatives.

5) Ceti dans le domaine de l'organisation de l'ensemble des servi-

ces sanitaires du pays.

Quant aux mesures spéciales prévues pour la protection des pèlerins,

je me contente de citer . l'établissement d'un système de distribution d'eau

potable sur tout l'itinéraire, un nouveau projet d'adduction d'eau potable

pour Djeddah, la prévision de préaux, de parasols immenses pour protéger

les pèlerins de l'insolation; enfin, l'ouverture d'un hôpital à air condi-

tionné, équipé du matériel nécessaire au secours des malades atteints de

coups de soleil.

J'insiste sur ce point qui pourrait paraître superflu à certains d'en-

tre vous. Mais le, pèlerinage ayant lieu pendant plusieurs années en plein

été, l'insolation constitue pour les autorités sanitaires de l'Arabie

Saoudite le problème le plus important, puisqu'il fait le plus grand nom-

bre de victimes.
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Je tiens en mame temps à souligner l'ampleur de l'entreprise qui

c'nsiste à protéger près d'un demi million de personnes, réunies dans

un laps de temps très limité, en un lieu où les conditions atmosphériques

et les éléments de la nature sont les moins favorables, pour ne pas dire

insupportables.

J'en arrive, enfin, à la Station quarantenaire de Djeddah. Je serai

très bref et je n'abuserai pas plus longtemps de votre patience.

Vous connaissez tous l'histoire de cette station. Vous la connaissez

trop pour que je vous en dise plus long. Je me serais abstenu de l'aborder

si'je n'avais quelque chose de nouveau et d'intéressant à vous dire.

Ma délégation s'était engagée au nom de son Gouvernement, devant la

Quatrième Assemblée Mondiale de la Santé, à doter le port de Djeddah d'une

station sanitaire moderne avant la fin'de 1952.

Je suis heureux de vous annoncer que cette promesse a été tenue et

que la station de Djeddah pourra, à la rigueur, et en cas de nécessité,

faire face à toute éventualité, lors de la saison de Pèlerinage de cette

'année,miba, soit vers la fin du mois d'aott.

Elle sera complètement terminée et équipée en octobre, date è la-

quelle le Règlement sanitaire international entrera en vigueur.

Avant de terminer, je me fais uh plaisir d'exprimer, au nom de mon

Gouvernement, les remerciements les plus sincères pour l'assistance appré-

ciable que l'Organisation Mondiale de la Santé lui a prodiguée à cette

occasion.
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4. PRO GR1iMME OF 1ÏVORK

PROGRAYLE DE TRAVAIL

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has adopted as a guide the programme of its work,

according to which the two main committees are to commence this afternoon at 3 o'clock.

It appears, however, at this late hour of the morning that the list of speakers has

not yet been exhausted. The Chair would therefore wish to propose to resume the

general discussion this afternoon for a short time only. We could meet in this hall

at 3 o'clock and thus enable the two main committees to begin their work at 4 o'clock.

The Chair would like to ask the Assembly if it agrees in principle with this

modification to the programme of work. If the Assembly agrees in principle,, the

Chair has every reason to believe that the General Committee will endorse this

decision. We have three more speakers and it might be necessary for us to meet for

only one hour this afternoon in plenary session to hear the three speakers. The two

main committees will begin their work at 4. The Chair would like to have the

opinion of the Assembly on this change. Is there any objection? If there is none,

it is so approved. The Chair would like to announce that the list of speakers is

already closed, and the speakers for this afternoon's short plenary meeting - to

start at 3 o'clock - are the delegates from Israel, France and Thailand.

The Chair would like to repeat the announcement, made earlier today, that the

general Committee will meet after a recess of 10 minutes in Room 7.

The Chair invites the Chairman of the special body working on reservations to

the international Sanitary Regulations to a meeting of the General Committee.

We therefore adjourn until three o'clock.

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m.
La séance est levée à 12h.30.


