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The following verbatim text of the statement made by Dr. van de Calseyde, 
Chief Delegate of Belgium, at the thirteenth meeting of the Committee on 
Programme and Bridget, during the discussion on the population problem, is 
circulated at Dr. van de Calseyde's request: 

Dr. van de CALSEYDE (Belgium) : Sir, before replying, may I ask the 

stenographic Records Service to take note of what I am about to say? 

The draft resolution submitted by the Italian, Lebanese, and Belgian 

delegations only gives concrete form to the wish so rightly and so sensibly 

formulated by the delegate of the United States of America. 

If, as the Norwegian delegation has just indicated, it is willing to 

withdraw its draft resolution, I, for my part, am willing to respond to 

this gesture and to withdraw our draft resolution in the interests of 

conciliation and concord, always provided, of course, that my Italian and 

Lebanese colleagues and the delegations which shared our view, agree to 

that procedure and that no other draft resolution is put forward later. 

I would add that if this discussion should end in this way, it must 

be made clear beyond any possibility of doubt that the outcome of the 

debate which has taken place is that we, in this committee, are agreed 
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that although the problem of over-population in certain regions may call 

for WHO's advice and assistance for the protection of the health of these 

peoples - advice and assistance already being given - there can be no 

question of our organization, which is universal and neutral, becoming 

the advocate, still less the means of implementing, certain economic and 

social theories which are far from receiving universal approval. 


