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1. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND ITS MAIN COMMITTEES 

On the CHAIRMAN'S suggestion, i t was agreed that there -would be meetings 

of the Committee on Programme and Budget and the Legal Sub-Committee on the 

morning of Monday, 12 May after the plenary-meeting, scheduled for 10 a.m., should 

i t finish early enough. The same committees would also meet at 3 p.m. as 

scheduled. '*.' ' ; • 

2. FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME AND. BUDGET 

The report ' was approved, for. transmission to the plenary meeting of the 

Health Assembly to be held on Monday, 12 May._ 

3. SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA i APPROVAL AND ALLOCATION OF ITEMS 

The General Committee decided to recommend to the Health Assembly the 

adoption of the supplementary agenda with the allocation of the items contained 

therein. That supplementary agenda would be transmitted to the plenary meeting 

on Monday, 12 May. 

4. CONSIDERATION OF PROCEDURE AND SUGGESTIONS PRESENTED BY DELEGATIONS 
REGARDING THE EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINATIÔNS 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that the procedure for the election of Members 

entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board had been revised a 

number of times since the First World Health Assembly and that there was general 



agreement that the present procedure was the best. He drew particular attention 

to Rule 83 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, according to which 

the General Committee was to draw up a l i s t of nine Members to be transmitted to 

the Health Assembly for the election by i t of six Members to be entitled to 

designate a person to serve on the Executive Board. Furthermore, the General 

Committee was to recommend in such a l i s t the six Members that i/rauld provide a 

"balanced distribution of the Board as a whole." 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as delegate of the Philippines, stated that the 

Philippine delegation was grateful for the nomination i t had received to the 

Board but considered that i t was not in a position to stand for election. 

He had also been authorized to say the same on behalf of the Indonesian 

delegation. 

Dr. BRADY (United States of America) stated that the United States of 

America did not wish to stand for re-election. 

Dr. EVAN G (Norway) stated that his Government had always very strongly 

favoured the principle of rotation for membership of the Executive Board, but 

wished to make i t clear that he did not fee l that States which had served during 

the period of the Interim Commission should not be considered for membership of 

the Board. 

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia) considered that, now that the Organization was 

successfully operating on a regional basis, tha procedure for the nomination of 

Members to the Executive Board could be made smoother by the Regional Committees 



coming to an understanding as to which Member or Members they wished to nominate to 

designate a person to serva on the Board. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that i t was taken for granted that delegates to the 

Health Assemblies represented the hêalth needs of the world as a whole and he 

considered that any procedure which might tend to break dom representation into 

regional blocks would be detrimental to the Organization and might produce friction 

and competition between regions. Members of the Executive Board sat as individual 

persons and were responsible only to the Health Assembly and not to their own 

countries or regions. The process of election to the Board should therefore be 

purely an Assembly matter. 

I f , hoï/ever, there were suggestions to be made regarding the procedure, they should 

more properly be submitted to the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters 

Dr. TOGBA did not feel that the procedure he had suggested would result in any 

division of the Organization.. 

Dr. MUDALIAR (India) could not agree with Dr, Togba. . There should be no devia-

tion from the principle that election to the Executive Board was a matter for the Health 

Assembly through the General Committeej their functions should in no way be delegated 

to the regional committees. There would, for instance, certainly be considerable 

friction i f a nomination unanimously arrived at by a regional committee proved 

unacceptable to the Health Assembly. 
V 

After discussion on i ts method of work, the General Committee agreed to resume 

consideration of the question at i ts next meeting, to be held at noon on Monday, 12 May. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 


