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Establishment UNKRA 

The mandate of the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency (UNKRA) 
is laid down in a resolution adapted by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations on the 1 December 1950^• 

Pursuant tn this resolution, the Secretary-General appointed 
Mr. J. Donald Kingsley as UN Agent General for Korean reconstruction. The 
Agent General is responsible to the General Assembly, consults with and submits 
reports to both the United Nations Commission for the Unification and 
Rehabilitation of Korea (UNCURK) and the Economic and Social Council. 

The United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency is now operating in 
Korea under the terms of an agreement conclude^ with the United Nations 
Command in Tokyo on 21 December 1951 and confirmed in Washington on 28 March 
1952. 

United Nations Command/UNKRA Relations 

For the purpose of defining responsibilities of the Agency, this 
agreement distinguishes two phases of operation as follows: 

Phase 1: 

From the present time up to the termination of the period of 180 days 
following a cessation of hostilities in Korea as determined by the 
United Nations Command, unless it is determined by the United Nations 
Command, in consultation with thé Agent General, that military 

""General .assembly Resolution 410 (v) 
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operations do not permit the commencement of Phase 2 at that time, or 
unless an earlier transfer of responsibility is mutually agreed upon. 

Phase 2: 

The subsequent period of relief and reconstruction in Korea. 
During Phase 1, the United Nations Command has sole responsibility for the 

administration of external relief and economic aid provided to Korea, operating 
through its subordinate Command, the United Nations Civil Assistance Command in 
Korea (UNCACK). UNKRA maintains field planning and liaison•staff in Korea and in 
Tokyo. Joint Committees of the United Nations Command and UNKRA. are established in 
Korea and Tokyo to facilitate current operations and prepare plans for the 
assumption of full responsibility by UNKRA at the commencement of Phase 2. 
Meanwhile during Phase 1 UNKRA may by specific agreement initiate projects 
additional to the United Nations Command programme, but all technical assistance 
and advice to the Government of the Republic of Korea will be furnished by the 
United Nations Command, and technical experts will accordingly serve as members of 
UNCACK. • 

WHO/UNKRA Relations 

In accordance with earlier Security Council resolutions and article A/14 of 
the General Assembly Resolution referred to above, the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations asked WHO for assistance to the Korean people. WHO met this request 
during 1950 and 1951 by providing medical teams for relief and public health 
activities under the direction of UNCACK, recruiting twelve medical- officers and 
ten sanitary officers who served in Korea during this period. Under-an agreement 
reached between WHO and UNKRA, effective 1 January 1952, UNKRA assumed responsibility 
for the continued service of TOO personnel wishing to extend their contracts in 
Korea. On that date four medical 'officers and seven sanitary officers were 
accordingly transferred from WHO to UNKRA while continuing their service under the 
direction of UNCACK, Both before and after this transfer date, additional health 
personnel have been recruited by UNKRA in co-operation with TOO, YffiO Headquarters 
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in Geneva and UNKRA Geneva Liaison Office maintain a close working relationship during 
Phase 1 mainly in the field of health personnel recruitment. 

Plans for long term reconstruction in the health field will also be the subjects 
of constant co-operation whereby the facilities and services of the permanent 
organization (WHO) are made available to the emergency organization (UNKRA.). 

Present Health Programmes in Korea 

The present health programmes being conducted by the Ministry of Health of the 
Republic of Korea have been Btrongly supported by the United Nations Command and 
United Nations Agencies both in the fields of personnel and supplies. By a 8abinet 
Resolution, representatives of UNCACK, including the Director of Health, participate 
at meetings of the Central Relief Committee, the Government body which establishes 
requirements and allocates all relief supplies. The ravages of war and the great 
movements of displaced populations have combined to produce major environmental 
sanitation problems. Urgent attention therefore has been given by the Korean 
Government and UNGACK to the restoration of water supplies, to improvement of 
methods of waste disposal and to preventive measures to fight insect-borne diseases. 

Military requirements have naturally competed with and have had priority over 
civilian needs. The Republic of Korea national health authority, responsible for 
the health of the millions of civilians, has worked against these tremendous odds 
and as time has passed many public hospitals have been established with equipment 
and supplies furnished by the United Nations Command, United Nations Agencies and 
voluntary agencies. 

United Nations health personnel work at all levels in close co-operation with 
the Republic of Korea health officials. Training courses have been conducted for 
the benefit of refugee leaders, group, town, provincial and central government 
health officials. Technical manuals have been given general distribution. All the 
work achieved by the Republic of Korea health authorities in co-operation with the 
United Nations has successfully prevented any major epidemic outbreaks. 
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The structure of ШСАСК parallels that of the Government and the Headquarters 
of the Command is at the temporary seat of the Government at Pusan. The majority 
of the health personnel are civilians of many nationalities, mostly recruited by 
or with the assistance of YfflO and some by the League of Red Cross Societies and 
voluntary agencies. 

The major health programmes cover the following fields» health, care and 
maintenance of refugees ; widespread immunization, including BCG, on a national 
basisj expansion of hospital and dispensary facilitiesj improvement of medical 
facilities in prisons} environmental sanitation measures; provision of mobile 
clinicsi development of training programmes for medical students, doctors and all 
categories of health auxiliaries; planning for a teaching hospital in conjunction 
with the three Scandinavian governments. 


