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EXCEPTIONAL CONTRIBUTION FROM THE KINGDOM OF LAOS 

1. The Director-General has the honour to transmit copies of two letters 

from the Kingdom of Laos regarding a gift of 100,000 piastres by that 

Government to WHO. 

(Letters dated 16 August 1951 and 17 April 1952 in French. 
Copies attached. ) 

2. Article 57 of the Constituion of WHO reads as follows: 

"The Health Assembly or the Board acting on behalf of the 
Health Assembly may accept and administer gifts and bequests 
made to the Organization provided that the conditions attached 
to such gifts or bequests are acceptable to the Health Assembly 
or the Board and are consistent with the objective and policies 
of the Organization." 

3. Under the provisions of this Article it vrould be appropriate 

for the Fifth World Health Assembly to consider a resolution formally 

accepting this gift. 

4. The Assembly may wish to adopt a resolution along the following 

lines: 

The Fifth World Health Assembly 

Having noted with*pleasure thé report of the Director-General 

transmitting communications from the Kingdom of Laos in which they 

inform the Director-General of an exceptional contribution of 

100,000 piastres to the World Health Organization, 

1. WISHES to extend to the Kingdom of Laos its ueepest 

appreciation for this gift; 

2. ACCEPTS this gift in accordance with Article 57 of the 

Constitution. 



ANNEX 

KINGDOM OF LAOS 

Vientiane 

No. 818/AE 16 August 1951 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Royal Government of Laos 

to the Director-General of the World 
Health Organization 

Geneva • 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 7 June 1951 con-

cerning a recent WHO resolution proposing the institution of a national tax the 

proceeds of which would be passed to your Organization to enable it to implement 

supplementary programmes. 

This résolution has been carefully considered by the Royal Government of Laos, 

which would be happy to make its modest contribution to the World Health 

Organization. 

Nevertheless, the institution of a new tax in the form suggested would present 

particular difficulties in view of the present administrative organisation of the 

Kingdom of Laos, My country has only recently acquired its independence and its main 

efforts are directed towards the organization and putting into operation of its in-

stitutions and regulation of its internal affairs. To this end, the Royal Government 

has introduced a new fiscal system which places a somewhat heavy burden on t axpayers 

who are still unaccustomed to heavy taxes. For this reason, the Royal Government 

could not look very favourably upon the institution of new fiscal impositions as an 

addition to the recently established provisions. 
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The Royal Government would, therefore, prefer to subscribe anextraordinary 

contribution or a subsidy from the national budget, if such a provision -were within 

its budgetary possibilities. I shall be in a position to put beforë you more precise 

proposals on this subject when the final allocations are established in the draft 

budget for 1952, which is about to be prepared. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

(Signed) Outhong-Souvannavong 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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KINGDOM OF LAOS 

Vientiane 

17 April 1952 

No. 923/AE 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Royal 
Government of Laos 

to the Director-General of the World 
Organization 

Geneva 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter No. 818/ЛЕ of 16 August 1951, in reply to yours 

of 7 June concerning a proposal for the institution of a national tax the proceeds 

of which would be passed to the World Health Organization, I have the honour and 

pleasure of informing you that an extraordinary contribution of 100,000 piastres 

has been allocated to.the World Health Organization in our national budget for 

1952-1953. 

I shall be obliged if you will inform me to which account this sum, t?hich is 

already at your disposal, should be passed. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

for the Minister of Foreign Affairs: 
the Vice-President of the Council for 
Current Affairs 

(Signed) Phoui SANANIKOÎJE 
Ministry of Foreign Affaira 


