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WORLD POSITION ON THE SUPPLY AND REQUIREMENTS OF INSECTICIDES 

The Fourth World Health Assembly, after having considered the critical 
situation developing in the world supply of chlorine-based insecticides 
employed -in public health, requested that"*" 

"in view of the gravity of the problem and its far-reaching repercussions, 
the United Nations, through its economic commissions, should arrange for 
the establishment of a working party or parties (or such other means as 
the United Nations may decide upon) representing governments concerned 
both with the production and the import of chlorine-based insecticides, 
which working parties would, in consultation with the United Nations 
specialized agencies and other inter-governmental organizations concerned, 
investigate this international problem and make recommendations to 
governments and inter-governmental bodies concerned as to the methods which 
might be applied in order to alleviate the present situation and to ensure 
that the best possible use is made of existing availabilities of these 
precious and scarce commodities" 

and instructed the Director-General 

"to continue his present efforts to bring about an increase in the world 
availability of insecticides for public-health purposes and to co-operé.te 
with all other inter-governmental agencies concerned with the problem"* 

1. Economic and Social Council 

The Assembly's resolution was transmitted to the Economic and Social 
Council for consideration at its thirteenth session in August/September 1951, 

2 which passed the following resolution requesting 

"the Secretary-General to establish immediately a working party consisting 
' of not more than fifteen members and composed of technically qualified 
representatives designated by the Governments of the major producing 
countries and of consuming countries, to examine the world position 
regarding the supply and requirements of DDT and ИНС and, if a significant 
shortage is disclosed, to make recommendations for the alleviation of the 
position; and" 

1 Off.Rec.World Hlth Org. 35 WHA k.30 
2 Resolution E/2119 " 

W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSE№LY 

Ag_enda i tem : 6.4Л 



А5Д0 
page 2 

and further requesting 

"that the working party shall, in view of the urgency of the problem, upon 
completion of its examination of the facts, submit a report of its findings, 
conclusions and recommendations to the Council, at the earliest practicable 
moment and if possible by January 1952, and that this report be distributed 
promptly to Governments and specialized agencies without waiting for the 
next session of the Council". 

In conjunction with the Food and Agriculture Organization, WHO actively collaborated 
with the Economic and Social Council in the preparations for the meeting of the 
working party which was held in Geneva from 11 to 14 February 1952. Delegates to 
the working party were : nominated by the Governments of Brazil, Ceylon, Egypt, France, 
Italy, Netherlands, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States; in addition the Food 
and Agriculture Organization, the United Nations International Children's Emergency 
Fund and the World Health Organization were represented by observers. 

The Economic and Social Council submitted to the working party a document 
summarizing the activities of the United Nations., the World Health Organization and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization regarding the availability of DDT and БНС. 
In addition, WHO submitted estimates of 1951 consumption and. 1952 requirements of 
DDT and BHC, in which an analysis was made of the data collected by WHO from Member 
Governments as a result of the telegram sent to Governments on 20 February 1951• 
WHO also submitted a paper on difficulties experienced by Member Governments and by 
the Organization itself in obtaining adequate supplies in useful time of DDT. and/or 
BHC during 1951. This paper incorporated the replies received from Governments to 
the inquiry directed to them on 15 November 1951 asking for particulars of the 
difficulties they had experienced in that year and included also a statement bearing 
on the difficulties experienced .by WHO in purchasing insecticides on behalf of Member 
States, and to a limited extent on its own account. 

3 
The report of the working party was issued by the United Nations on 10 March 

1952 and has been transmitted to all Member Governments of the United Nations. 
The Working Party was satisfied that a shortage existed in the middle of 1951* 

but it concluded that at the time of their meeting in February 1952 a significant 
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shortage of these insecticides did not then exist, although certain difficulties 
have not been completely removed and the demand is increasing. 

Other points in the Report of the Working Party of particular interest to the 
World Health Organization are the following:-

(a) It stresses the importance of early ordering of requirements 
and points out that the position would he considerably improved if 
requirements for consumption in any one year could be ordered from 
exporting countries in or before the third quarter of the preceding year 
for delivery by the end of that year. It was also suggested that con-
sumer countries should carry sufficient stocks as a protection against 
short-term difficulties in supply and shipping. 

(b) It recommends the wide adoption for health purposes of the termi-
nology and specifications recommended by the WHO Expert Committee on 
Insecticides. 

(c) It suggests that because both the supply and demand for insecticides 
are subject to rapidly changing conditions, consideration should be given 
to convening a second meeting of the working party with wider terms of 
reference early in 1955-

The collection by WHO of statistics relating to the public-health requirements 
for insecticides has already proved of the greatest utility, both for presentation 
to licensing or other authorities and also to the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council and its working party. The co-operation of Member Governments in 
providing these statistics has contributed materially towards bringing public-health 
insecticides requirements into greater prominence than would otherwise have been 
possible. Continuing co-operation in this field is necessary if this presentation 
of public-health needs is to be maintained, and the Director-General is therefore 
issuing to Member Governments a request for particulars of 1952 projected consumption 
and 1955 estimated requirements. 
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2. Establishment of US__Bxpert Licences 

Within a short time after consideration by the Fourth World Health Assembly of 
the supply situation regarding insecticides the Director-General informed Member 
States that the United States had agreed that a priority reservation up to some 
15 million pounds of DDT Technical might be made available for exports for health and 
agricultural purposes. Member Government's were immediately notified and requested 
to place their orders in the shortest possible time in order to take full advantage 
of the helpful action of the Government of the United States... The response was 
rapid and by October 1951 allocations to a number of larger consuming countries had 
been exhausted, although these Governments had not covered their public-health 
requirements for 1952 campaigns. -

Advantage was taken by a number of Member Governments of the WHO Supply Services 
and requests to purchase amounting in terms of DDT 100$ Technical to approximately 
1^00 tons, supported by firm funding arrangements in favour of the World Health 
Organization for approximately $1,1*75,000 were received. The Pan-American Sanitary 
Bureau also received firm' requests from a number of the American Republics for 
substantial quantities of DDT. 

A further application was therefore .made .to the US authorities combining the 
firm additional requirements presented to the World.Health Organization and the Pan-
American Sanitary Bureau. Oh -8 January 1952 the United States authorities announced 
the increase of the DDT export programme.for the year 1 October 1951 to 30 September 
1952 to a total of 25 million pounds, subject to export by 15 March 1952. The 
United States authorities also set up licensing targets, for certain countries аз 
follows : - ' • v , 
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Country 

Licensing 
Target or 
Guide 

Licensed 
since 1 
Oct. I95I 

Balance...... 
to be 
Licensed 

t 

Country 

Mexico 4,000,000 2,257,000 1,743,000 
Nicaragua 575,000 61,000 314,000 
Colombia 650,000 200,000 450,000 
Venezuela 1,150,000 855,000 295,000 
Brazil 3,875,000 1,788,000 2,087,000 
Argentina 775,000 388,000 387,000 
Turkey 1,800,000 1,103,000 697,000 
Iran 1,100,000 80,000 1,020,000 
Israel 300,000 7,000 293,000 
Saudi Arabia 500,000 9,000 491,000 
India 1,600,000 401,000 1,199,000 
Pakistan 500,000 166,000 33^,000 
Ceylon 975,000 188,000 787,000 
Thailand 425,000 81,000 344,000 
Indonesia 550,000 . 78,000 472,000 
Philippines Rep. of 300,000 12,000 288,000 
Egypt 650,000 334,000 316,000 

Others 5,475,000 2,292,000 3,183,000 

Total 25,000,000 10,300,000 14,700,000 

Licences were considered against the target figures up to 1 February 1952. After 
that date applications were considered in order of receipt for approval against the 
total unlicensed balance without respect to individual country target figures until 
either the full amount of 25 million pounds was licensed or up to 1 March, whichever 
was earlier. 

Out of the purchases which the World Health Organization was requested during 
the last quarter of 1951 and the early part of 1952 to make on behalf of Member 
Governments in the USA of 1400 tons, licences were obtained and shipments were 
effected in respect of all but 246 tons. Although exports from the USA during 
the second quarter of the year are normally restricted to a minimum in order to 
enable USA producers to provide for the agricultural requirements in that country 
WHO has applied for and received export licences during the quarter ending 30 June 
for the unfulfilled balance of 246 tons above.mentioned. 
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5 • j-?53_ Insecticides Requirements 

The general supply situation of'ÈDT and BHC appears.likely to be less difficult 
in 1952 than in Í951 when a serious shortage developed. Nevertheless the urgent 
importance of early ordering of 1953 requirements of insecticides for public-health 
programmes, underlined by the ECOSOC Working Party in its report, is especially stressed. 
Letters are being dispatched to Member .Governments urging that WHO should be notified 
during the quarter ending 50 June of the amount of the firm requirements of insecticides 
for late 1952 delivery (for use in 1953) indicating at the same time in which country 
it is expected that purchases would be placed. With this information WHO will put 
forward the insecticides needs of the Governments for consideration by the export 
authorities in the various producing countries. This information will be of parti-
cular assistance where, as in USA, exports are subject to licence in indicating the 
probable demand for public-health purposes of individual importing countrieó. 
Subsequently application for actual export licences can be made either by the country 
itself or, if the World Health Organization is requested to buy on its behalf, the 
World Health Organization would apply.-as -soon-as* necessary funds were made available 
for the purchases. It is believed to be of the utmost importance-that producing 
countries, and in turn manufacturers, should be made aware, at the earliest date 
possible, of the probable demand for exports for public-health purposes, so that 
producers may be in a position to foresee and prepare for these demands and thus avoid 
the. upsurge of a sudden peak demand with its consequent repercussions on prices and 
deliveries. 

In the case of the countries of the Americas, requests to purchase supplies should 
be addressed to the Pan-American Sanitary Bureau, Regional Office of the World 
Health Organization. 


