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ESTABLISHMENT OF A WORKING PARTY OF THE 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY TO CONSUMER RESERVATIONS 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGUIATIONS 

The General Committee, ón 6 May,- at.its first meeting, considered the 
procedure which the Fifth World Health Assembly might wish to adopt for the 
consideration of the'reservations to the International Sanitary Regulations. 

The General Committee places before the Assembly the following statements 
and suggestions in this respect: 

The International Sanitary Regulations (WHO Regulations No.2) were 
' adopted unanimously by the Fourth World Health Assembly and they wiil enter 
into.force on 1 October 1'952. ' 

"'Article 106 of the International Sanitary Regulations provided, in 
accordance with Article 22 of the Constitution of the Organization, a period 
within which Member States could submit reservatipns to the Regulations. The 
date of expiry of the period, except in certain instances, for the receipt of 
such reservations was ll March 1952 and, in accordance with resolution EB9.R78, 
the Director-General convened on-l8 March an "ad hoc" Committee to consider 
the reservations submitted by Member States and to make recommendations 
thereon to the Assembly. Reservations from 21 Member States were considered 
by this "ad hoc" Committee and its. recommendations and observations on these 
reservations of the 21 Member States are contained in document WHO/lSR.Res/^, 
annexed to document A5/H. Under Article 107 of the Regulations it is the 
function of this Assembly to make pronouncements on these reservations as to 
their acceptability or otherwise.: 

The report of this "ad hoc" Committee has important implications not 
only for these 21 Member States but also, in view of the possibility of 
reciprocal action on several of the reservations, for other Member States. 



A 5 M 
page 2 

In addition to the above, reservations from four other Member States have 
been received by the Director-General since the termination of the session of the 
"ad hoc" Committee on 2^ March. These reservations will also'have to be 
considered by the Assembly and decisions given under the terms of Article 107. 
In most instances the reservations are similar to those submitted by several of 
the 21 Member States, and the recommendations of the "ad hoc" Committee, if 
accepted by the Assembly, may well.hold, where applicable, for the reservations 
of these four Member States. 

However, there are in addition two other important questions arising out of 
this subject: 

1. A procedure will have to be established to deal with those reservations 
submitted by Member States on behalf of their overseas and outlying territories 
which reservations may be submitted to the Director-General in accordance with 
Article 106, paragraph 2, on or before 11 December 1952. Two alternative 
procedures have been suggested in paragraph 2 of document A5/11. 

2. Several of the comments or reservations submitted by Member States are, or 
have been considered to be amendments rather than reservations. The Assembly 
will have to consider such amendments, together with the reservations, and refer 
them when appropriate to the committee set up by the Executive Board for the 
review of the Regulations. 

In view of the general technical, administrative and legal concern which this 
subject will have for delegations, it will not be suitable to deal with it in 
either of the two main committees. It is therefore suggested (a) to put the 
question of reservations on the agenda of the plenary, and (b) to refer it to a 
special body established by the Assembly itself. 

This body should have as its terms of reference: 

(l) to consider the report of the "ad hoc" Committee and to make pronounce-
ments on the reservations submitted by Member States as to their 
acceptability or otherwisei 
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to consider the position of Member States who have accepted the 
Regulations vis-à-vis those who have made reservations thereto; 

(3) to consider reservations which have been received since 11 March and 
to make pronouncements on them as to their acceptability or otherwise; 

to discuss a procedure by which reservations submitted by Member 
States on behalf of their overseas and outlying territories may be dealt 
with and to make recommendations to the Executive Board thereon; 

(5) to suggest to the Health Assembly the transmission, with or without 
observations, of the proposed amendments to the text of the Regulations 
to the competent committee set up by the Executive Board for their 
consideration. 

The special body thus established would be open to all delegations wishing 
to attend. It could meet, as is tentatively shown in the proposed programme of 
work (Annex II), from Tuesday, 6 May in the afternoon until Thursday evening 
and later, if necessary, and would submit its report direct to the Health Assembly 
in plenary session. 

The Chairman of the.Working Party shall apply to the forking party the 
relevant provisions of Rules to 65 of the Rules;of Procedure of the World.Health 
Assembly only insofar as he considers it advisable with a view to expediting the 
despatch of business. 

Arrangements have been made by the Secretariat for Salle V to be made available, 
also an interpreting service and, if delegates so desire, for précis-writers to 
record the meetings. 


