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MEDICAL CARE IN RELATION TO PUBLIC HEALTH 

The immediate background to this matter is resolution EB8.R35 of the' 
Executive Board on co-operation with the International Labour Organization in 
the field of health and social insurance.1 In accordance with this directive, 
a Consultant Group was convened by the Direótor-General in December 1951 to 
study the new proposed Conventions of the International Labour Organization on 
social security with respect to the soundness of their medical aspects. A 
statement of the vie?;s of this Group, entitled "Medical Aspects of Social 
Security" was noted by the Executive Board at its ninth session and approved 
for transmission to the International Labour Organization, with the explanation 
that "the opinions expressed therein are not necessarily those of members of the 
Board and should not be taken as an expression of policy by the World Health 
Organization". The Board'further requested the Director-General "to continue 
the maintenance of co-operative working relationships with the International 

2 
Labour Organization on the health and medical aspects of social security". 
The statement itself has now been published as an annex to a working document 

3 for the 1952 International Labour Conference, 
In the statement on Medical Aspects of Social Security, the Consultative 

Group reviews various administrative issues, and advocates close administrative 
relationships between public health and social security systems. The Executive 
Board, however, felt that this question required deeper investigation than had 
so far been possible, and therefore adopted the following resolution on 

1 Off. Reo. World Hlth Org. 36, p.11. 
2 Resolution EB9.R12, Off. Rec. World Hlth Org. 40, p.5 
3 Report V(a)(2)(ILO) 
Report V(b)(ILO) . *> h 
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Medical Carts' in Relation to Public Health with a view to encouraging the unification 
of all types of health administration, whether concerned with public health services 
or medical cares 

"The Executive Board 

Recognizing the importance of preventive medicine in the development of 
medical services to meet the health needs of rural populations; 

Recognizing the need to ensure administrative co-operation on public-
health services and medical care; 

Having in mind Article 2(p) of the Constitution of the World Health 
Organization; 

Considering the need for medical care in national systems of social 
security, 

RECOMMENDS to the Fifth World Health Assembly that, with a view to the 
formulation of suitable administrative standards, it consider the possibility 
of authorizingî 

(1) joint studies to be undertaken with other international agencies on the 
relationships between public health, medical care and social security; and 

(2) the appointment of an expert committee to consider the problems in 
achieving sound organization of medical care, as experienced by nations with 
different social and economic backgrounds."^ 

The interest of international health agencies in the relationships between 
medical care and public health administration is not new and was earlier expressed 
by the Health Section of the League of Nations which, at that time, advised the 
International Labour Organization in the formulation of Conventions on s6cial 
security. 

During the past thirty years or more there have been important developments of 
medical care programmes in social security schemes in nations throughout the world, 
from which arise various problems for the public health services under the authority 

1 Resolution EB9.R16, Off. Rec. World Hlth Org. 40, p.6 
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of Ministries and Departments of Health, In the major industrialized nations of the 
world, various systems of organized medical care have been developed, often independ-
ently of the organized systems of preventive health services. In the more or les3 
economically under-developed nations, there have usually been grave shortages of 
personnel and facilities for medical care but the administrative systems for providing 
therapeutic services have often been closely affiliated with the systems of public 
health action. 

The TfflO Expert Committee on Public Health Administration advocated the unity of 
health administration, whether preventive or therapeutic. 

An accurate understanding of these administrative problems requires an analysis 
of the experience of different nations. Information is necessary on the precise 
practical advantages which are to be gained and the problems that are encountered Ъу 
unified or separate administration of public health, social security, and medical care* 
The advantages must be considered in terms of financial savings, efficiency and quality 
of services. The problems must be considered in terms of the social, political and 
economic backgrounds within which the administrative machinery functions. 

Clarification of thinking on the best methods of organizing medical care in 
nations with different social and economic backgrounds would appear to have special 
importance for the future development of public health programmes. 

Should the Health Assembly decide to adopt the recommendation of the Executive 
Board on this matter, funds are available in 1953 for some preliminary explorations 
by a short-term consultant; it would be necessary for provision to be made in the 
1954 programme for (i) necessary continuing studies, and (ii) an expert committee. 

1 World Hlth Org. Techn. Rep. Ser. 1952., 55 


