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• ASSISTANCE TO GOVERNMENTS IN THE 
MANUFACTURE OF ANTIBIOTICS AND INSECTICIDES 

1. The Joint Committee on Health Policy, UNICEF/WHO, at its fourth session in 
May 1950, approved of UNICEF contributing funds to encourage the production of 
insecticides and antibiotics.'1' The report of this session was noted by the 

2 • Executive Board at its sixth session and received general endorsement in the 
resolution of the Fourth World Health Assembly instructing the Director-General 

3 to continue co-operation with UNICEF. 

2. A number of requests for assistance from countries have been received by 
UNIOEF, and in keeping with its arrangements with this organization WHO has done 
initial survey work. As a result, assistance in the form of technical advice, 
plans and supervision has been arranged for penicillin plants in India and 
Yugoslavia, and for DDT plants in Ceylon, Egypt, India and Pakistan, 

3. .Following the suggestion from the United Nations Technical Assistance 
Administration (UNTAA), that the field of manufacture of antibiotics and 
insecticides was essentially an industrial activity, the position was examined 
by UNICEF, UNTAA and WHO and it was felt that it might more suitably be a 
responsibility of UNTAA than of WHO. 
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4. It was, therefore, suggested to the Executive Board at its ninth session that 
it might wish to discuss the question of the transfer of responsibility to UNTAA, 
bearing in mind the need to safeguard commitments already made, to arrange any 
transfer without dislocating work and plans now proceeding, and not to prejudice 
the position of UNICEF. 

5. Another important consideration was a suggestion by UNTAA that WHO should 
transfer staff working in this field. It is quite clear, however, that whatever 
staff is so transferred, WHO must continue its function of providing scientific 
advice in its specific fields of responsibility as distinct from industrial 
production activities. 

6. The following resolution of the Executive Board at its ninth session is 
presented to the Health Assembly for considerations 

"The Executive Board 
RECOMMENDS to the Fifth World Health Assembly the adoption of the 

following resolution: 

The Fifth World Health Assembly . • 

APPROVES in principle the transfer- to the United Nations Technical 
Assistance Administration of individual activities hitherto undertaken 
by the World Health Organization in thé manufacture of antibiotics and 
insecticides, it being understood that WHO must still maintain its 
function of providing scientific advice in its specific fields of responsibility 
as opposed to undertaking industrial activities.""^ 

World Hlth Org. 40, 35 


