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The Director -General submits to the Health Assembly, for informatiAn,

the following note of decisions of the General Assembly of the United Nations,

the Economic and Social Obuncil and the Social OoMmissinn, which relate to

co- ordination of effort in various fields and which are, therefore, of

interest to all the specialized agencies.

1. Regular Programmes

1.1 Efforts in the Social Field of the United Nations and the Specialized
Agencies

Proposals for broader and more effective work in the social field were

submitted in 1951 to the Social Commission, the Economic and Social Council

and the General Assembly.

The General Assembly adopted, on 2 February 1952, the following

resolution 1" :

"DEVELOPMENT AND CONCENTRATION OF THE EFFORTS
IN THE SOCIAL FIELD OF THE UNITED NATIONS

AND THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

"The General Assembly,

"Conscious of the functions devolving under the Charter on

the Economic and Social Council in the matter of'defining the

social policy of the United Nations and promoting social progress

and establishing better standards of life in larger freedom)

1
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"Considering that action to promote social development and technical

assistance in social matters should go hand in hand with action to promote

economic development and technical assistance in economic matters,

"Considering that within the framework of long -term programmes for

social progress the United Nations and the specialized agencies should

take immediate and practical action in those fields where such action is

likely to produce early and positive results, particularly in the under-

developed countries, both self - governing and non -self- governing,

1. Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to examine in detail,

and in the light Of these considerations, the social activities undertaken

by the United Nations together with the pertinent activities of the

specialized agencies, in order to fulfil the various social tasks

assigned to it by the Charter, and to take the necessary action to ensure

that efforts and resources are effectively concentrated upon those social

problems the early solution of which can be promoted through international

action, especially in the under -developed countries, both self-governing

and non -self governing;

2. Draws the attention of the Economic and Social Council_to the report

on the world social situation to be submitted to the Social Commission at

its next session, and requests the Council, in taking due account of the

findings in that report and of the suggestions submitted by the countries

directly concerned, to draw up a programme of practical action-for the

United Nations in the social field to be implemented in co- operation with

the specialized agencies, and to submit it to the General Assembly for

consideration at its seventh session if possible."

The General Assembly rejected an amendment by one delegation to include five

specific problems in the work programmes of the Council. A similar proposal had

been made to the Council and to the Social Commission. The paragraphs which

follow are excerpts from the Report of the Council1, Chapter IV, Social Questions.

1
UN document A/1884
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"640. In the general discussion on the planning of the Commission's

programme of work, the argument was advanced that the Commission had

neglected major problems in order to study questions of secondary

importance and, to correct this situation, a draft resolution was put

forward providing for the incorporation in that programme, as matters

of first priority, the study of and preparation of recommendations on

the following problems; (a) unemployment insurance and the care of

the families of the unemployed; (b) the extension of measures relating

to maternity, infant and child care; (c) the availability of education

to, and the introduction of free compulsory elementary instruction for,

all without distinction as to race, sex, language, means or social

origin; (d) the availability of medical attention to all without dis-

tinction as to race, sex, language, means or social origin; (e) social

insurance against sickness, old age, disability, etc. ";

"641. Following the discussion of /ale relevant] draft resolution, the

Commission decided to include in its 1952/53 programme point (b) above -

i.e., "the extension of measures relating to maternity, infant and child

care ". The remainder of the resolution was rejected on the grounds that

those problems to which it referred lay in the fields of, and were mainly

being dealt with by, the specialized agencies."

"643. With a view to reconciling the different opinions expressed, an

amendment (E/AC.7/L.90) was considered, proposing that the Social Com-

mission should review the work of the specialized :agencies in relation

to the subjects referred to and make appropriate recommendations. This

amendment was, however, withdrawn and the draft resolutions were rejected

but the following statement was agreed upon;

"644. 'That the Council might proceed as the Social Commission had done

and recommend that the Secretary - General give favourable consideration to

the Social Commission's suggestion (contained in paragraph 162 of its

report) and furnish it with information regarding the questions dealt with

in sub -paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d) of the Soviet Union draft resolu-

tion.,"
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Paragraph 162 of the Social Commission's report (seventh session) reads

as follows: "Several members of the Commission suggested that the Secretary

General would submit to the Commission at its next session, information on the

activities of specialized agencies in the field of social "welfare and especially

in the field of social security"1. In pursuance of this request, the Director -

General has submitted to the Secretary- General, for transmittal to the Social

Commission, a statement on the relevant activities of WHO.-

The Social Commission also requested at its seventh session that the

Secretary- General in consultation with the specialized agencies, prepare a

World Social Survey, which the Commission will consider at its 1952 session.

The chapter of this Survey-which deals with health has been prepared by WHO.

1.2 Community Welfare Centres

The Economic and Social Council adopted, on
. the recommendation of the Social

Commission, resolution 390 D (XIII) on the use of community welfare centres as

effective instruments to promote economic and social progress throughout the

world. This resolution requests the Secretary -General to prepare, in co- operation

with the specialized agencies concerned, a report on this subject for the Sócial

Commission at its ninth session (1954) and, in the interval, to make available

to governments information and technical assistance in this field. It recom-

mends that the specialized agencies, when initiating or continuing projects of
,

a similar nature in their particular fields of activity, co- operate with the

United Nations and other organizations concerned in the development of such

centres.

The following definition is quoted from the United Nations outline of

information requested on community welfare centres:

"'Community Welfare Centre' is understood in a general sense as

a local organization, formal or informal, whether or not it has a

building at its disposition, if it provides means by which people living

1
UN document E/1982
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in the same area may co-operate; (i) in assessing the economic and

social needs of their community, and (ii) in securing access and

making use of the opportunities and resources available for satisfying

those needs. A centre initiated for a single purpose (e.g., agricul-

tural improvement) may be expanded to cover other purposes (e.g.,

health, education or recreation). Only those centres that have actually

become multi- purpose will be included in this report."

In pursuance of this resolution, the Secretary - General has invited the

interested specialized agencies to take part in a field survey of community

centres in the Caribbean and Central America during the second half of 1952,

and in similar surveys to be made later in two other areas. The Director -General

intends to co- operate in this work in 1952 so far as the approved programme and

budget permits..

1.3 Programmes developed through ACC Technical Working Groups

1.3.1 The first report of the technical working group on rehabilitation of

the physically handicapped was considered and approved by the Social Commission.

Thé report of the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination on this programme is

contained in document A5/9, paragraphs 47 and 48, p. 17.

The report of the ad hoc technical working group was communicated to the

Executive Board at its ninth session, and the Board endorsed it "as a useful

beginning in the formulation of a co-ordinated programme of planning in this

field "1.

1.3.2 The Sociàl Commission noted the recommendation that an ad hoc technical

working group of the ACC on long -range activities for children be convened to

develop a co- operative plan for assistance to governments, in this field. The

report of the ACC on this programme is contained in document A5 /9, paragraphs

38 -46.

1
Resolution EB9.R34, Off i ec tiùorld Filth Org. 4G
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1.4 Human Rights

In 1950, the General Assembly decided to include economic, social and cultural

rights in the Covenant on Human Rights', and requested the Economic and Social

Council to obtain the co- operation of the specialized agencies in the considera-

tirn of such rights (Resolution 421 E V f3f the General Assembly). The Council,

in resolution 3490(11), invited "such of the specialized agencies as fell

directly concerned with the proposed economic social and cultural rights to

send representatives to the seventh session of the Commission on Human Rights

to participate in the work of the Commission relating to economic, social and

cultural rights".

The Director General accordingly took part in the work of the Commission

at its seventh session and notably in the meetings of the working party appointed

by the Commission to draft an article on the right to health'. The article on

health in the Draft Covenant2 is as follows:

Article 25

The States Parties to the Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the

enjoyment of the highest standard of health obtainable. With a view to im-

plementing and safeguarding this right each State Party hereto undertakes to

provide legislative measures to promote, and protect health and, in particular:

(a) To reduce infant mortality and provide for healthy development

of the child;

(b) To improve nutrition, housing, sanitation, recreation, economic

and working conditions and other aspects of environmental

sanitation;

(c), To control epidemic, endemic and other diseases;

(d) To provide conditions which would ensure the right of all to

medical service and medical attention in the event of illness.

l
UN documents E/1830 Add.3 and E/CN.4/544

2 UN document E/1992
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The chapters of the Draft Covenant which deal with measures of implemen-

tation contain, inter alla, the following provisions:

Article 601 States Parties to the Covenant undertake to submit reports

concerning the progress made in achieving the observance of these

rights...

Article 62: ... the Economic and Social Council shall make special

arrangements with the specialized agencies in respect of their reporting

to it on the progress made in achieving the observance of the provisions

of this Part of Covenant falling within their competence, These reports

shall include particulars of decisions of recomstendatiens on such

implementation adopted by their competent organs.

Article 69: Nothing in this Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing

the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and of the Constitu-

tions of the specialized agencies which define the respective responsi-

bilities of the various organs of the United Nations and of the

specialized agencies in regard to matters dealt with in this Covenant.

The Director- General reported to the Executive Board at its eighth session

on co- operation with. the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, and the

Board adopted resolution EB8/R50 on the Draft International. Covenant on Human

Rights. This resolution was communicated to the Economic and Social Council

at the thirteenth session and to the sixth General Assembly of the United

Nations'.

The Economic and Social Council, in August 1951, adopted resolution

384(XIIir in which it invited the General Assembly tito reconsider its decision

to include in one covenant articles on economic, social and cultural rights,

together with articles on civic and political rights ".

The General_Assembly, -on 5 February 1952, adopted a resolution on the

preparation of two draft International Covenants on Human Rights2. The

3 UN document E /2057 /Add.l

2 UN document A/2112 - Resolution A.
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operative clauses of this resolution are as follows;

"The General Assembly

1. Requests the Economic and Social Council to ask the Commission

on Human Rights to draft the covenants on human rights, to be submitted

simultaneously for the consideration of the General Assembly at its

seventh session, one to contain civil and political rights and the other

to contain economic, social and cultural rights, in orderthat the General

Assembly may approve the two ccvenants simultaneously and open them at the

same time for signature, the two covenants to contain,; in order to emphasise

the unity of the aim in view and to ensure respect for and observance of

human rights, as many similar provisions as possible, particularly insofar

as the reports to be submitted by States on the implementation of those

rights are concerned;

2. Requests the Secretary -General to ask Member States and appropriate

specialized agencies to submit drafts or memoranda containing their views

on the form and contents of the proposed covenant on economic, social and

cultural rights together with their observations thereon, to reach the

Secretary -General before 1 March 1952, for the information and guidance

of the Commission on Human Rights at its forthcoming session.`'

The Assembly took no decision on measures of implementation, but requested

that the relevant documents be forwarded to the Commission on Human Rights as

additional basic working papers.1

The Director -General reported the action taken by the General Assembly to

the Executive Board prior to the closing of its ninth session,

Since the debate on human rights was still in progress at that time, and

no decision had been made by the General Assembly, the Board noted this report

without making any recommendations.

With respect of the second operative paragraph'of the resolution adopted

by the General Assembly on 5 February 1952, which is quoted above, the Director-

1
UN document A/2112 - Resolution E
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General considers that, in this circumstance, he can add nothing to resolution

EB80R50. The'Secretary- General has been so informed.

1,5 Other UN Programmes in the Social Field

The Third Committee of the General Assembly adopted a resolution on

Housing end Town and Country Planning which requests ECOSOC, in collaboration

with the competent specialized agencies, to give urgent attention to practical

measures to assist governments in increasing housing facilities for people in

the lowest income groups'.

Pursuant to Resolution 3860EIII) Of the Economic and Social Council, which

asked the World Health Organization "to continue its valuable assistance" in

meeting the problem of survivors of concentration camps, an exchange of views

took place between the Social Department of the United Nations and WHO. A pro-:

cedure was set up in order to ensure that every effort be made to give to all

victims of the camps the opportunity of making themselves known, whether on

German territory or not; to ensure, further, that any medical assessment of the

victims should be performed jointly, by two specialized medical experts, one

designated by the German Government and the other designated or accepted by the

victim, with a provision for arbitration; and, thirdly, to differentiate quite

clearly between the responsibilities belonging on the one hand to the German

Government and, on the other, to the international organizations.

At the request of WHO, the first report of the Expert Committee on Nursing

was placed on the agenda of the UN Commission on the status of women at its

fifth session. The Commission adopted a resolution which recorded its belief

that measures to improve the status of nurses would improve the status of women

generally, and it requested the Secretary General to draw the attention of Member

States to. the importance of ensuring wider recognition for the professional status

of nurses and legal protection for this status. The Economic and Social Council

noted the requests and recommendations of the Commission and placed on record

that it had no objection to the action proposed.3

l UN document A /2009

2 UN documents E/1997 and Corr.l

3 UN document A/1884
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The resolutions of the Economic and Social Council on the subjects listed

below also envisage co- operation by WHO:

Training for Social Work (resolution 390 B(XIII) of ECOSOC);

Report of the Population Commission (resolution C(XIII) of ECOSOC):
consultation concerning the proposed world population conference;

Road traffic accidents statistics (resolution 379 C(XIII) of ECOSOC).

1.6 World shortage of insecticides

(See report submitted under item 6.4.4 of the Provisional Agenda of the

Health Assembly)

2. Food and Famine

The resolution on food and famine, adopted by the General Assembly on

26 January 1952, refers to the fact that "in addition to ... widespread con -.

ditions of hunger, emergency famines are from time to time created by crop

failure due to plague, drought, flood, blight, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes

and similar accidents of a natural character." In this resolution, the Assembly

notes the resolutions on food shortages and famine and on emergency food re-

serves adopted by the Conference of FAO in December 1951. The first of the FAO

resolutions requests the Director -General to investigate and report on various

food shortages and, if necessary, to convene a meeting of the FAO Council or of

interested governments; the second requests the FAO Council to study ways and

means of establishing an emergency food reserve. The resolution of the General

Assembly refers also to the famine relief work of'voluntary non- governmental

agencies. In the seventh operative paragraph of this resolution, the Assembly:

"Requests the Secretary -General, in consultation with the Directors -

General of the Food and Agriculture Organisation and of the World Health Organ-

isation, and with the executive heads of other organisations concerned, to

prepare, for consideration by the Economic and Social Council at its fourteenth

session, recommendations concerning procedures to bring about promptly concerted

and effective action by governments, inter -governmental organisations and.

voluntary agencies in the event of actual or potential famines of an emergency
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character caused by disasters of the type mentioned in the preamble of the

present resolution."

The three Organizations concerned are consulting each other informally con-

cerning the recommendations on procedures which the Secretary -General will

submit to the Economic and Social Council at its 14th session. The Director -

General considers that the action which would be required of 1HO under this

resolution can be carried out as part of its established co- operation with

FAO under the regular programme and where appropriate ÿ the expanded programme

of technical assistance for economic develôpment.

3. Trust and Non -Self- Governing Territories

The General Assembly adopted on 18 January 1952 a resolution on Rural

Economic Development of the Trust Territories which "recommends that the

Trusteeship Council consider inviting the appropriate specialized agencies,

particularly FAO and I10, as well,as other experts if necessary, to assist it

in its study on the rural economic development of the Trust Territories ". The

Director -General intends to continue co- operation with the UN Department of

Trust and Non -Self -Governing Territories, within the limits of the approved pro-

gramme and budget.

4. Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic Development

(See reports submitted under items 6.2 and 6.3 of the Provisional Agenda

of the Health Assembly)

50 Co- ordination

5.1 Action by the General Assembly

The General Assembly adopted on 4 February 1952 the following resolutions

on co- ordination between the United Nations and the specialized agencies

1
UN document A/2107
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"The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the need for unremitting efforts by the United Nations

and the specialised agencies to ensure that the international resources

devoted to economic and social work should be concentrated on tasks of

primary importance,

Cognizant of the scope and urgency of the task of the United Nations

and the specialised- agencies in promoting higher standards of living and

conditions of economic and social progress and development,

1. Notes the action taken by the Economic and Social Council at

its twelfth and thirteenth sessions, by its regional and functional

commissions and by the specialised agencies, to implement General Assembly

resolution- 413(V) of 1 December 1950, in particular by revising their

1952 programmes, using the criteria recommended by the Economic and

Social Council;

2. Expresses the hope that further development by the Council of

procedure adopted in the current year may increase the efficiency of the

economic and social activities of the United Nations and the specialised

agencies, through measures of economy and concentration of effort;

3.. Takes note with satisfaction of the relevant sections of the

report of the Economic and Social Council for 1951 dealing with "concentra-

tion of effort and resources" and the reports of the Advisory Committee on

Administrative and Budgetary Questions dealing with the administrative

budgets of the specialised agencies;

4. Invites the attention of the Secretary -General, of the Economic

and Social Council and of the specialised agencies to these reports as

well as to the views expressed by Members during the sixth session of the

General Assembly"
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"B

"The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 413(V) of 1 December 1950 in which it re-

quested the Economic and Social Council to indicate, when new projects

are adopted, which current projects may be deferred, modified or eliminated

to ensure that the economic and social work of the United Nations and the

specialised agencies will be carried on most effectively,

Recalling that the Economic and Social Council in resolution 402 B

(XIII) of 17 September 1951 decided to place on the agenda of its fifteenth

session an item entitled "Adoption of United Nations priority programmes

in the economic and social fields ")

1. Requests the Secretary -General, with due regard to normal

financial procedures, to continue to assist the Economic and Social

Council to discharge its obligations under General Assembly resolution

413 (V) and Council resolution 402B (XIII) by making to the Council and

to its functional and regional commission suitable suggestions as regards

priorities and the co- ordinvtion of programmes;

2. Requests the Secretary -General, when presenting estimates of

the financial implications of a project in accordance with rule 33 of

the rules of procedure of the Economic and Social Council, to give an

estimate of the time required to complete the project;

.3. Requests the Economic and Social Council and its functional and

regional commissions, in considering the implementation of General Assembly

resolution 413(V),to focus attention upon the results achieved in relation

to expenditure for economic and social activities and to indicate the

duration of its authorization of each project so as to ensure that no

short -term activity becomes a continuing or permanent activity without

a thorough examination of the size, efficiency and other relevant factors

of the service concerned;

4. Commends to the consideration of the specialised agencies, so

far as their constitutional processes will permit, the adoption of

similar procedures."
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"The General Assembly

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 402 (XIII) of

17 September 1951 concerning the concentration of effort and resources of

the United Nations in the economic and social fields,

Recognizing that, the formulation of policy and the financial and

budgetary processes must be closely co- ordinated if effective concentration

of effort and resources is to be achieved,

1. Requests the Secretary- General to prepare as an annex to his

annual budget estimates an analysis, by fields of activity and by budget

sections, of the estimated cost during that year of the economic and

social activities of the United Nations; and to circulate this analysis

to the Economic and Social:Council at the beginning of its annual session

immediately preceding the regular session of the General Assembly;

2. Invites the Economic and Social Council, in consultation with

the Secretary -General, to review its procedures for examining the relative

priorities and financial implications of new projects under consideration,

in such a way that the Council may consider such projects not only in their

substance but also in their relationship to existing activities in the

field concerned, thereby promoting establishment of a balanced and

realistic work programme for., the future and facilitating subsequent con-

sideration by the General Assembly of the related budgetary appropriations;

3. Requests the Secretary -General, as soon as possible after the

regular annual session of the Economic and Social Council immediately

preceding the regular session of the General Assembly, to submit to that

session of the General Assembly such supplementary information relating to

the decisions of the Council and to the priorities which it may have estab-

lished as will facilitate consideration by the General Assembly of the

related budgetary appropriations;
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4, Recommends that the General Assembly defer consideration of

the sections of the budget estimates relating to economic and sacial

activities until the supplementary information concerning the decisions

of the Economic and Social Council has been submitted to it and reported

upon by the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions."

"II

Programme of Conferences at Headquarters and Geneva

The General Assembly;

Mindful of its co- ordinating responsibilities set forth in Articles

58, 60 and 63 of the Charter,

Having received with appreciation, the report of the Secretary -

General on co- ordination of services in Geneva (A/C.2&3/103 Á/C.5/406),

Having noted in particular the importance of fixing a basic pattern

of United Nations conference activity in Geneva which would lead to the

most effective utilisation of the available facilities at Geneva and

Headquarters and, possibly, to savings on the total expenditure of the

United Nations and the specialised agencies,

Requests the Secretary -General, after consultation with the

executive heads of the specialised agencies and the principal organs of

the United Nations concerned, to prepare such an annual conference pat-

tern for submission to the next session of the General Assembly.

The Assembly also approved the report of the Joint Second and Third Com-

mittee and the Fifth Committee', meeting jointly, on co- ordination between

the United Nations and the specialized agencies  .The Assembly may wish to

note that this repot contains in paragraph 7 the following statement: "It

was felt in particular that the Committees. should refrain from proposing the

establishment of new co- ordinating machinery."

Under the heading "Headquarters administrative control.of operational

programmes financed by voluntary contributions ", the above report refers to

1 UN document A/2107
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a proposal "that the administrative parts of operational programmes financed

out of voluntary funds should be subject to co- ordination, and requested the

Economic and Social Council to propose to the next session of the General

Assembly appropriate measures for effecting such co- ordination, on a continuing

basis, so that the General Assembly, when discussing administrative and budget-

ary co-ordination, might receive information and recommendations concerning

the administration of such voluntary programmes."

The report also drew attention to the fact "that the General Assembly

had already adopted certain resolutions (see A /L.31) relating to technical

assistance which requested the specialized agencies tee devote special atten-

tion to. controlling and scrutinizing their programmes, bearing in mind the

distinction between !>perational and administrative funds".

5.2 Emergency Action to Assist in the Maintenance of International Peace and
Security

In accordance with the request of the Fourth World Health Assembly resolu-

tion WHA4.70 was communicated by the Director- General to the Secretary- General

of the United Nations1, who transmitted it to the Economic and Social Council.

At its 13th Session, the Council adopted resolution 402 A (XIII) which

noted with approval that

"to date...the World Health Organization...have declared themselves

willing to co- operate with the General Assembly, acting in accordance

with General Assembly Resolution 377(V), in the maintenance of inter-

national peace and security..."2

The Assembly may wish to nnte that the co- operation of WHO with the United

Nations Agent General for Korea -and with the Director of UN Relief and Works

Works Agency for Palestine Refugees conforms with the intent of General

Assembly's.resolution 377(V). Subsequent to the adoption of this recolition, iá$0

has not been called upon by the United Nations to furnish other emergency

assistance.

1
Off.Rec. World Hlth Org. 35, 45.

2
UN document A/2005
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5.2.1 Conclusion of an Armistice in Korea

The General Assembly at its 6th Session, "desiring to facilitate to the

greatest possible extent the negotiations in Panmunjom and the conclusion of

an armistice in Korea ", adopted a resolution which=

nI

"Decides that (a) upon notification by the Unified Command to the

Security Council of the conclusion of an armistice in Korea, the

Secretary -General shall convene a special session of the General

Assembly at the permanent Headquarters of the United Nations to con-

sider the above- mentioned items, or (b) when other developments in

Korea make desirable consideration of the above- mentioned items,

the Secretary -General, acting in accordance with Article 20 of the

Charter and with the rules of procedure of the General Assembly,

shall convene a special session or an emergency special session of

the General Assembly at the permanent Headquarters of the United

Nations.

"II

"Requests the Negotiating Committee for Extra -Budgetary Funds estab-

lished by the resolution adopted at the 352nd meeting of the General

Assembly on 7 December 1951 to undertake negotiations regarding voluntary

contributions to the programme of the United Nations Korean Reconstruction

Agency for relief and rehabilitation of Korea."
1

5.3 Decisions of the Economic. and. Social Council on Co- ordination

Other resolutions of the Council on co-rdination, grouped under resolution

402 (XIII) are as follows:

1 UN document A/2114
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u B

" I

"The Economic and Social Council,

"Having considered the rep,rt1 on co- ordination among the United

Nations and the specialized agencies, submitted by its Co- ordination

Committee,

1. Takes note of the report, and approves the specific recommendations

and suggestions contained therein; and

2. Notes. with appreciation the measure of success achieved by the

Secretary - General and the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination in

the co- ordination of the activities. of. the United Nations and. the

specialized agencies at the Secretariat level."

"II

"The Economic and Social Council

1. Notes the endeavours of the functional and regional commissions to

Comply with the recommendations contained in Council resolution 324 (XI)

and 362 H (XII) and'General Assembly resolution 413 (V);

2. .Notes the, action.so far taken by the specialized agencies. to comply

with the recommendations contained in Council.resolution 324 (XI) and

General Assembly resolution 413(V);

3. Transmits the report of its Co- ordination Committee on the review

of 1952 programmes of: ",thè Unitèd,Nations and the specialized agencies to

the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination and to the Advisory

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for their information

and appropriate action, and to its regional and functional commissions,

to the specialized agencies and to all the other United Nations bodies

whose activities fall within the sphere of interest of the Council, with

1
UN documents E/2121 and E /2121 /Corr.].
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the request that they shoúld take into account the recommendations

contained in that report when reviewing their 1953 programmes and when

communicating information thereon to the Council; and

4. Decides to place the following item on the provisional agenda of...

its second regular session in 1952: 'Adoption of United Nations priority,

programmes in the economic and social fields'.

"III

"The Economic Ind Social Council,

"Recalling its resolution 362 B (XII) on relations with and co-

ordination of specialized agencies and General Assembly resolution

413 (V) on concentration of effort and resources,

"Deeply conscious of the importance of further growth in inter-

national co- operation in meeting most of the urgent economic and social

problems in the Contemporary world,

"Fully aware of the continuing need for economy and efficiency in the

use of available resources,

"Determined to take all steps within its competence to assure the

necessary economies and concentration of effort,

"Considers that, in order to achieve the greatest possible economy

and reasonable stability while endeavouring to avoid the application of

budgetary ceilings.to the activities of the United Nations and the

specialized agencies in the economic and social fields, the Council, its

subsidiary bodies and the specialized agencies should endeavour, in

undertaking periodic reviews of their programmes, to establish priorities

and eliminate or defer less urgent projects."

The Co- ordination Committee of ECOSOC included in its reportl, and the Council

approved, recommendations and suggestions on a number of other topics which concern

the specialized agencies. The whole report of the Co- ordination Committee was

1UN document E/2121
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communicated to the Executive Board. The Assembly may wish to note particularly

the following excerpts:

Review of 1952 Programmes -

"

"14. It would be helpful in future if the specialized agencies would

include, in so far as practicable, in a special section of their annual

reports to the United Nations, a summary of the major shifts in emphasis

in their programmes and of their major priorities for the following year."

"lg. The Committee considered, in the light, of its .review of the pro-

gramme of the various commissions and the specialized agencies and -of the

priorities proposed or established by them, that some headway was being

made toward a greater concentration of efforts. It felt that the intro-

duction of a common yardstick for priorities had helped to clarify existing

and projected programmes, had tended toward the elimination of non- essential

projects and was thus likely to reduce unnecessary expenditure and assist in

creating conditions of greater stability in the programmes and budgets of

the United Nations and the specialized agencies.

"19. The Committee, after noting the views of the administrative Committee

on Co-ordination that the criteria for priorities established by the Council

at its eleventh session had been helpful and that it did not with to recommend

any modifications, and after hearing the views of various members of the

Council, agreed that no change should be made in these criteria. until they

had been .given a further period of trial."

Review of programmes in 1953 and subsequent years -

"20. The Committee recommends that the Council at its next . summer session

again review the programmes of the United Nations and the - specialized agencies

and to this end should. ask its commissions attd the specialized agencies to

review their programmes for 1953 and subsequent years in the manner outlined

in General Assembly resolution 413 (V) and Council resolution 382 B
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"31. After considering the subject of priorities, the Committee decided

not to attempt to draw up a definite list at this session. The matter

appeared to it of such paramount importance as to justify careful study

by the organs of the United Nations and the specialized agencies. It

decided to request the Council to include in the provisional agenda of its

summer'session of 1952 an item entitled: 'Adoption of United Nations

priority programmes in the economic and social fields' and recommends that

the Council should request the Administrative Commmittee an Co- ordination to

submit, before that session, its comments on the suggestions set out (in

paragraphs 24 to 30 of the report of the Co- ordination Committee) and any

further proposals which it may deem desirable to make."

In addition, the Co- ordination Committee:

(1) recommended that the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary

Questions continue to advise the Council on co- ordination matters within its

competence;

(2) recommended that the proposals submitted 'to the Council for the stabili-

zation of budgets and the review of financial implications be placed before

the General Assembly;

(3) adopted the draft model rules of procedure drawn up by the ACC;

(4) requested a further report on regional co- ordination, including co-

ordination with regional inter -governmental organizations;

and

(5) recommended special attention to administrative co- ordination and the

rational scheduling of meetings.
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6. Reservations to Multilateral Conventions

In the resolution on the above $ Ubject, adopted on 12 January 1952, the .General

Assembly requested the Secretary General: ".... in respect of future conventions

concluded under the auspices of the UN of which he is the depository:

(a) To continue to act as depository in connexion with the deposit of

documents containing reservations on objections, without passing upon the

legal effect of such documents; and

(b) To communicate the ,test of such documents relating to reservations or

objections to all States concerned, leaving it to each State to draw the

legal consequences from such communications."

The Assembly may wish to note this decision, in view of the power conferred on

it by Article 19 of the Constitution to adopt conventions or agreements.

7. Report of WHO

The Council noted with appreciation the Annual Report of WHO (resolution.

409 (XIII) ).

8. Organization and operation of the Council and its Commissions:
Decisions of ECOSOC

By resolution 414 (XIII), The Council decided, subject to review in 1954:

(1) that the following functional commissions should be discontinued and

their work taken over by the secretariat, by other commissions, or by ad

hoc bodies, as appropriate:

Transport and Communications Commission
Economic, Employment and Development Commission

Sub -Commission on Statistical Sampling

(2) that the following commissions should continue only until their current

work is completed:

Sub -Commission on Freedom of Information and the
Press -- one more session

Human Rights Commission - continuation to be re-

considered when Draft Covenant is finished
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Sub- Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities - General Assembly
VI asked ECOSOC to enable the Sub -Commission
to finish its work, to convene it in 1952, and
to ensure the continuation of work in this field

Narcotic Drugs Commission - until Single Draft Con-
vention is finished

(3) that the following commissions should continue but convene only on

recommendation of the Secretary -Generals

Fiscal Commission
Statistical Commission
Population Commission
Social Commission - until 31 December 1953

Status of Women Commission - until 31 December 1953;
General Assembly VI asked ECOSOC to
convene one session each year

The Narcotics Commission will continue to meet yearly. The terms of reference

of the Regional Economic Commissions were amended, but their schedules of meetings

were not changed. The General Assembly requested the Council to reconsider certain

of these decisions.


