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FREQUENCY OF H3ALTH ASSEMBLY SESSIONS 

The first part of Résolution EB9.R53 adopted by the Executive Board 

concerning biennial Assemblies^" sets forth the recommended texts for the revised 

Articles of the Constitution. 

As regards Article 13, which deals in particular with the frequency of 

Health Assembly Sessions, the draft proposed by the Executive Board is more 

flexible than that of the governments of the Scandinavian countries since it 

does not eliminate the possibility of holding annual assemblies vhen such 

assemblies are considered necessary, and includes the possibility of meeting 

biennially if this is considered advisable. 

Should the Health Assembly favour the draft proposed by the Executive 

Board, certain consequences will result which should be borne in mind in 

considering the proposed re-draft for Article 55 (period of time covered by the 

programme and budget estimates) and the application of the various measures in 

the resolution consequent upon the change to biennial Assemblies. 

It is clear that if the Executive Board draft of Article 13 is adopted, the 

entry into force of the amendments will not of itself make it mandatory for the 

Health Assembly at that time to implement Article 13, as amended. This being 

so, the following suggestions are submitted to the Health Assembly for 

consideration} 

1. That there be added to the proposed resolution a paragraph providing that, 

as a transitional measure, the session of the Health Assembly, following the entry 

into force of the amendments, be held in the year immediately following the 
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the previous session. This is necessary in order to permit the Director-General to 

discharge his normal responsibilities in connexion with the advanced planning of the 

programme and budget estimates for the year in question. At that session, the Health 

Assembly would then decide upon the frequency of the sessions of the next and later 

Assemblies. 
* 

2. That Articles 34 and 55 of the Constitution be revised in such a way that the
 4 

period to be covered by the programme and budget estimates and the periodicity of its 

.submission by the Di reo tor-General are not fixed, as at present, but are left for the 

determination of the. Health Assembly. A suggested revision is as follows : 
H 

Article 34 

"The Director-General shall prepare and submit to the 

Board the financial statements and the .programme and budget 

estimates of the Organization." 

Article 55 

"The Director-General shall prepare and submit to the 

Board the programe and budget estimates of the Organization 

at such intervals and for such periods as the Health Assembly 

may determine. The Board shall consider and submit to the 

Health Assembly such programme and budget estimates, together 

v/ith any recommendations the Board may deeto advisable." 

3, That the text of the remainder of the resolution be revised in order that the 

measures concerning the Executive Board and the financial and administrative arrange-

ments v&ll become applicable only upon a final decision to meet in regular sessions 

biennially, tricen by the Assembly after the entry, into'force of the amendments as 

referred to in paragraph 1 above of this document. 


