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1. CREDENTIALS OF THE DELEGATION OF BOLIVIA 
LETTRES DE CREANCE DE LA DELEGATION DE BOLIVIE 

The PRESIDENT: The eighth plenary meeting of the Fourth World Health 

Assembly is now in session. 

A procedural matter has come to our attention. The official credentials of 

the chief delegate of Bolivia have not arrived. However, his Foreign Office 

has certified in his passport that he is the chief of the delegation of his 

country to the Fourth World Health Assembly, thus making it clear that he should 

represent his country here. I would ask the Assembly to agree to accept the 

Minister of Health of Bolivia as the chief of delegation from that country. Is 

there any-objection? 

There being no objection, we will then consider that the Minister of Health 

of Bolivia is the official delegate of his country. 

2. ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A FERSON TO SERVE ON THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
ELECTION DES MEMBRES HABILITES A DESIGNER UNE PERSONNE POUR SIEGER 
AU CONSEIL EXECUTIF 

The PRESIDENT: We will proceed now to the election of members entitled to 

designate a person to serve on the Executive Board. I will read the rules 

governing the elections. These are Rules of Procedure 80, 81, 82 and 83, and 

the revisions to Rules 80 and 81 found in Official Records No. 29, pages 52 and 53, 

which I will read: • 

Revised Rule 80 
'The General Committee, having re£árd to the provisions of Chapter VI 

of the Constitution, to Rule 78 of these Rules of Procedure and to the 
suggestions placed before it by Members, shall nominate/ and draw up a 
list of, nine Members,- and this list shall be transmitted to the Health 
Assembly at least twenty-four hours before the Health Assembly convenes 



for the purpose of the annual election of six Members to be entitled to 
designate a person to serve on the Board. 

The General Committee shall recommend in such list to the Health 
Assembly the six Members which, in the Committee's opinion, would provide, 
if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole." 

Revised Rule 81 

"The Health Assembly shall elect from among the Members nominated in 
accordance with the provisions of Rule 80, the six Members to be entitled 
to designate persons to serve on the Board by secret ballot. Those 
candidates obtaining the majority required shall be elected. If after 
five such ballots one or more seats remain to be filled no further ballot 
shall be taken and the General Committee shall be requested to submit 
nominations for candidates for the seats remaining to be filled, in 
accordance with Rule 80, the number of candidates so nominated not 
exceeding twice the number of seats remaining to be filled. Additional 
ballots shall be taken for the seats remaining to be filled and those 
candidates obtaining the majority required shall be elected. 

If after three such ballots one or more seats remain to be filled, 
the candidates obtaining in the third ballot the least number of votes 
shall be eliminated and a further ballot taken and so on until all the 
seats have been filled. 

In any ballots taken under the provisions of this Rule, no nominations 
other than those made in accordance with the provisions of Rule 80 and 
this Rule shall be considered." 

Rule 82 

"For the purpose of elections in accordance With Rule 81 of these 
Rules of Procedure, Members shall vote in any ballot for that number of 
candidates equal to the number of seats to be filled and any ballot paper 
failing to comply with this Rule shall be deemed a spoiled paper. 

Rule 83 

If in elections under Rule 81 of these Rules of Procedure, two or 
more candidates obtain an equal number of votes in such circumstances as 
would render it uncertain which candidate or candidates would be eligible 
to fill any seat or seats, the votes cast for such candidates shall be 
declared inconclusive, and, subject to the provisions of Rule 81, further 
ballots taken as necessary." • 



I would like to call particular attention to Rule 82j which states that 

Members shall vote in any ballot for that number of candidates equal to the number 

of seats to be filled, and any ballot paper failing to comply with this rule 

shall be deemed a spoiled paper. In other words, we must vote for six names, 

otherwise the ballot-paper will be invalid. 

I would also call your attention to the fact that under the revised Rules 

of Procedure, the six names must be chosen from the list of nine presented by 

the General Committee. It is not permissible to add new or additional names. 

You have before you, in document A4/50, the nine names presented by the 

General Committee. These are: Yugoslavia, Ceylon, Liberia, Belgium, Cuba, Greece, 

Lebanon, India and Iran. The General Committee recommended the following six 

members which in its opinion would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution 

of the Board as a whole. These are: Ceylon, Liberia, Belgium, Cuba, Yugoslavia 

and Lebanon. 

The chief delegate of India has asked for the floor before the voting 

takes place. 

Rajkumari AMRIT KAUR (India): I am grateful to the President for having 

given me this opportunity of speaking before the ballot is taken. India was 

favoured by fortune inasmuch as she was given the opportunity at the first 

drawing of lots to serve on the Executive Board for three years. That period 

has now come to an end. The first years are always vital in the life of any 

organization, and India has benefited greatly in knowledge and experience by her 

close association with the work of the Executive Board. There is, as we all 

know, a desire on the part of every country to be given an opportunity for 

service on this body. And we feel that not only is this natural but that when 



the founders of this organization initiated, and the First World Health Assembly-

accepted, the principle of rotation, it was understood that as a general rule 

countries would not stand for immediate re-election, so that every Member State 

might as quickly as possible have the opportunity of serving and learning. 

India adheres to this principle, and while we feel that countries with large 

populations and with crying needs like ours, and countries of the Eastern 

Hemisphere in general, should have at all times adequate representation on the 

Executive Board, we would, in spite of all these considerations, request 

delegates to be kind enough not to vote for India this year for membership of 

this important body. I would like to express our gratitude all the same to 

the members of the General Committee for having included India's name in the 

list of nine, but I do hope that they and the Health Assembly will understand 

the reasons which prompt India's desire not to stand for membership of the 

Executive Board this year and to yield place to another country. This does 

not of course mean that our interest in the work of - or our labour on behalf 

of - WHO will in any way abate. The only rivalry between Member States should, 

in our opinion, be the rivalry of unremitting toil for this great organization * 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the chief delegate of Iran. 

Dr. TABA (Iran): I wish to thank the members of the General Committee 

for having nominated Iran amongst the countries to be elected to the Executive 

Board. The Iranian delegation would deem it a great honour to serve WHO in 

that capacity but, having studied carefully the list of nominees contained in 

document A4/50 and taking into consideration the nomination of another Eastern 

Mediterranean country, i.e. Lebanon, Iran wishes to retire in its favour. 



The PRESIDENT: Does any other delegate wish to speak either on behalf 

of any of the candidates or on the listing of candidates, or on the procedures 

which we outlined previously? 

Apparently these procedures are satisfactory. I would remind you then 

that voting papers must contain not more nor less than six names. In other 

words, each member must vote for six different names. These six names must 

be taken from the nine names appearing on the list drawn up by the General 

Committee. They appear in document A4/50. If the voting paper contains 

more or less than six names it is null and void. The Chair will ask the 

chief delegates of Pakistan and Switzerland to serve as tellers. You will 

proceed to the ballot box at the front of the rostrum as your name is called. 

I will now call on the Secretary to call the roll. 

The votes of the delegations were taken in turn by secret ballot. 

The PRESIDENT: Will the meeting please come to order? The tally shows 

that the number of Members entitled to vote is 63. Two were absent, there 

was one abstention, and one paper was null and void. The number of Members 

present and voting was therefore 59. 30 votes are required for a simple 

majority. 

The votes were as follows: Cuba, 55; Belgium,,54; Lebanon, 53; 

Liberia, 53; Ceylon, 44; Greece, 42; Yugoslavia, 28; Iran, 17; India, 8. 

Cuba, Belgium, Lebanon, Liberia, Ceylon and Greece have obtained the majority 

necessary for election, and the Chair hereby declares them elected. 

The Director-General has asked me to request the delegates of these 

countries to ask their governments to present credentials as soon as possible 

for the persons whom they are designating to serve on the Executive Board at 

the forthcoming session. 



3. ANNOUNCEMENT 
. COMMUNICATION 

The PRESIDENT: We have an announcement to make. The Staff Association 

of the World Health Organization has asked me to announce that they are holding 

an Assembly Ball on Thursday, 24 May, at 9.30 p.m. in the Salle des Pas Perdus 

here in the Palais. They wish to extend to all members of all delegations, 

their wives and husbands attending the Health Assembly a cordial invitation 

to attend. Invitations will be issued within the next few days. On behalf 

of the staff, the President wishes to urge that all of ;vou who can, attend. 

This will be a means of extending our acquaintance with the Secretariat and 

it will indeed be a wonderful time, too. 

Is there further business to come before the meeting? 

Apparently there is none. The meeting is adjourned. 

The meeting rose at 3.50 p.m. 


