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DEVELOPMENT AND CONCENTRATION OF EFFORTS IN THE SOCIAL FIELD: 
PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION AND PROGRAMME 

OF CONCERTED PRACTICAL ACTION IN THE SOCIAL FIELD 

The General .assembly of the United Nations stated in its resolution 
535 VI on development and concentration of the efforts of the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies in the social field that "action to promote 
social development and technical assistance in social matters should go hand 
in hand with action to promote economic development and technical assistance 
in economic matters". To that end, the General Assembly and the Economic and 
Social Council requested the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the 
Directors-General of the specialized agencies concerned, to prepare reports 
on the world social situation and on national and international programmes 
of social development, and also to prepare a programme of concerted practical 
action in the social field.These decisions may be regarded as parallel to 
those which established the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for 
Economic Development. 

WHO co-operated in the preparation of the Preliminary Report on the 
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World Social Situation and the Programme of Concerted Practical Action in 3 
the Social Field. The Programme takes account of the suggestions and 
recommendations of governments which were received before its publication. 

In resolution 434 A XIV, ECOSOC invited governments and the interested 
specialized agencies to provide, in the light of the Preliminary Report on 

1 General Assembly resolutions 280 III and 535 VIj ECOSOC resolutions 309 XI 
and 434 A XIV. 
2 United Nations document E/CN.5/267 
3 United Nations document E/CN.5/291 
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the World Social Situation, their suggestions and recommendations concerning a 
programme of practical action in the social field. In response to this invitation 

4 the Executive Board adopted resolution EB11.R40. 

In pursuance of the Board's resolution a circular letter, C.L.3.1953, was 
despatched to Member States on 20 February 1953. 

The Governments of Canada, France, Greece, the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America have communicated to the Director-General copies of the suggestions 
and recommendations which they had made to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations in response to his letter of 8 August 1952. These are reproduced in the 
United Nations documents E/CN.5/291 Add.l and Add.2 о The Governments of Denmark 
and Switzerland have communicated to the Director-General copies of their replies 
to the Secretary-General stating that they had no comments to offer at this time 
(E/CN.5/291 Add.l, paragraph 3), The Governments of Burma, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Guatemala, Panama and the Philippine Republic have acknowledged receipt 
of the circular letter C.L.3.1953. 

United Nations documents E/CN.5/291 Add.l, Add.2 and Add.4 summarize also the 
suggestions and recommendations received by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations from the Governments of Ceylon, Italy, the Nètherlands, Sweden, the Union 
of South Africa, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Yugoslavia (documents 
E/CN,5/29I Add.l and Add.4). The following Governments informed the Secretary-
General that they had no comments to offer: Austria, Egypt, the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan, India, New Zealand, Panama and Thailand (document E/CN.5/291 Add.l). 
Document E/CN.5/291 Add.3 reports the relevant decisions of the Population Commission 
of the Economic and Social Council. 

The Director-General considers that the joint production of the Report and the 
Programme has increased the understanding of common problems and the exchange of 
techniques by the secretariats of the United Nations and the specialized agencies. 
He considers also that the work of the United Nations organizations active in the 
social field can be co-ordinated through the existing mechanisms, especially through 
the co-ordinated planning of international assistance with the governments 

4 ..World Hit h Org» 46, 15 о 
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concerned and in terms of broad national programmes. The importance of this 
principle was recognized by the Economic and Social Council in the principles which 
it adopted in resolution 222 IX on the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance 
for Economic Development, and was re-affirmed by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations in its resolution 642 VII on integrated economic and social develop-
ment. The same principle has always been, a capital point of the policy of WHO 
and is stated, notably, in resolution ША.4.27 - Development of National Health 
Programmes. 

The Sixth World Health Assembly will no doubt wish to examine these develop-
ments, take note of the Programme of Concerted Practical Action in the Social 
Field and express its opinion in response to resolution 434 A XIV of the Economic 
and Social Council. 


