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ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIAI MEMBERS 

Application by the Government of Nepal 

The Government of Nepal has applied for membership in the World Health 
Organization. This request was made within the time limit required by Rule 104 of 
the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly. 

The application and related correspondence are reproduced below; further 
information will be given when received 

LETTER DATED 1 APRIL 1953 PROM THE NEPALESE AMBASSADOR IN NEW DELHI TO THE 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL. RECEIVED BY THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR 
SOUTH-EAST ASIA ON 2 APRIL 1953 AND TRANSMITTED TO GENEVA: 

"On behalf of the Government of Nepal, I have the honour to apply for the 
admission of my country into the World Health Organization, and I hereby 
solemnly pledge the unreserved acceptance of the obligations thereunto under 
the Constitution of the World Health Organization. 

Nepal has a high opinion of the aims pursued by the World Health 
Organization and is, therefore, anxious to form part of it. 

I have, therefore, the honour to request that you will kindly present this 
application for the membership of the World Health Organization before the 
sixth session of the World Health Assembly." 

TELEGRAM DATED 2 APRIL 1953 FROM THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE REGIONAL OFFICE 
FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA ON BEHALF OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO THE MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF NEPAL 

"Sadar Narendra Mani dixit Secretary Foreign Ministry Kathmandu (Nepal) stop 
Ambassadors request on behalf of Government for admission to WHO received and 
notified to Director-General stop Please send similar request sealed and 
signed by Royal Counsellor for Foreign Affairs for consideration by Committee 
on Administration Finance and Legal matters of Sixth World Health Assembly 
in May." 
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Application by the Government of Nepal 

Further information concerning Nepal is given below» 

The sovereign of the independent kingdom of Nepal is His Majesty 
Maharajadhiraja Tribhuvana Bir Bikram Jang Bahadur Shah Bahadur Sharosher Jang* 

The first Parliament of Nepal, consisting of the Bharadari Sabha (Upper 
House) and the Rastra Sabha (Lower House) was inaugurated in September 1950, 
In 1951 the sovereign proclaimed that Nepal would thenceforth be governed 
according to the provisions of a democratic constitution to be framed by a 
Oonstituent Assembly, elected on adult suffrage. An interim government was 
formed consisting of a Cabinet of 10 members. An Advisory Council of .40 
members - one from each district in Nepal is to be formed, a census is to 
be held and electoral rolls drawn up. It was planned to hold an election for 
the Constituent Assembly before the end of 1952, 

Nepal has been a Member of the Food and Agriculture Organization since 
November 1951 and a Member of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization since November 1952, 

Annexed are the preamble and Parts I and II of the Interim Government 
of Nepal Act, 1951. 

* Source» Whittaker's Almanaeh, 1953 
The Statesman's Yearbook, 1952 
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THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT OF NEPAL ACT, 19511 

PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS by his Proclamation dated February 18, 1951, His Majesty the King 
of Nepal expressed his desire and resolve that his people should thenceforth be 
governed according to the provisions of a Democratic Constitution framed by a 
Constituent Assembly elected by them; 

AND T7HEREAS by the same Proclamation His Majesty the King of Nepal had 
expressed his desire- and resolve that until such constitution was framed, there 
should be a Council of Ministers to aid and advise him in the exercise of his 
functions ; 

AND WHEREAS by the same Proclamation His Majesty the King of Nepal had 
constituted and appointed a Council of Ministers to aid and advise him in the 
exercise of his functions; 

AND T/VHEREAS it is necessary that during this interim period the Interim 
Government should function according to a constitution and certain rules and 
principles; 

NOW, THEREFORE, His Majesty the King of Nepal, on the advice of his 
Council of Ministers, is accordingly pleased to ordain and promulgate the 
following Act. 

PART I 

1. (1) This Act shall be called the Interim Government of Nepal Act, 1951. 

(2) It shall come into force immediately. 

PART II 

DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF STATE POLICY 
2, The principles laid down in this part will not affect the existing laws 
of the country, but they are nevertheless fundamental in the governance of the 
country, and it shall be the duty of the State to apply these principles in 

T As approved by the Cabinet on 30 March 1951 and by His Majesty the King on 
10 April 1951. 



adapting the existing laws as early as possible and in making laws hereafter. 

3. The State shall strive to promote the welfare of the people by securing 
and protecting as effectively as it may a social order in which justice, social, 
economic and political shall inform all the institutions of the National life. 

4. The State shall, in particular, direct its policy towards securing: 

(a) That the citizen, men and women equally, have the right to an 
adequate means of livelihood; 

(b) That the ownership and control of the material resources of the 
community are so distributed as best to subserve the common good; 

(c) That the operation of the economic system does not result in the 
concentration of wealth and means of production to common detriment; 

(d) That there is equal pay for equal work for both men and womenj 

(e) That the health and strength of workers, men and women, and the 
tender a^e of children are not abused and that citizens are not forced 
by economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited to their age 
or strength; 

(f) That childhood and youth are protected against exploitation and 
against moral and material abandonment. 

5. The State shall take steps to organize village Panchayats and endow them 
with such powers and authority as may be necessary to enable them to function 
as units of self-government. 

6. The State shall, within the limits of its economic capacity and development, 
make effective provision for securing the right to work, to education and to 
public assistance in cases of unemployment, old age, sickness and disablement, 
and in other cases of unoeserved. 

7. The State shall make provision for securing just and humane conditions of 
work and for maternity relief. 

8. The State shall endeavour to secure, by suitable legislation or economic 
organization or in any other way, to all workers, agricultural, industrial or 
otherwise, work, a living wage^ conditions of work ensuring a decent standard 
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of life, and full enjoyment of leisure and social and cultural opportunities, and, 
in particular, the State shall endeavour to promote cottage industries or any 
individual or co-operative basis in rural areas. 

9. The State shall endeavour to secure for the citizen a uniform civil code 
throughout Nepal. 

10. The State shall promote with special care the educational and economic 
interests of the weaker sections of the people, and shall protect them from 
social injustice and all forms of exploitation. 

11. It shall be the obligation of the State to protect every monument or place 
or object of artistic or historic interest from spoliation, disfigurement, 
destruction, removal, disposal or export as the case may be. 

12. The State shall endeavour to: 

(a) promote international peace and security; 

(b) maintain just and honourable relations between nations; 

(c) foster respect for international law and treaty obligations 
in dealings of organized peoples with one another; and 

(d) encourage(settlement of international disputes by arbitration. 

13. The State shall not deny to any persons equality before the law or the 
equal protection of the laws within the territory fcf Nepal. 

14. (1) The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds 
only of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them. 

(2) Nothing in this Article shall prevent the State from making any 
special provision for women and children. 

15. (1) There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters 
relating to employment or appointment to any office under the 
State. 

(2) Nothing in this Article shall prevent the State from making any 
provision for the reservation of appointments or posts in favour 
of any backward class of citizens which, in the opinion of the 
State, is not adequately represented in the services under the 
State. 



(3) Nothing in this Article shall affect the operation of any law 
which provides that the incumbent of an office in connexion 
with the affairs of any religious or denominational institution 
or any member of the governing body thereof shall be a person 
professing a particular religion or belonging to a particular 
denomination. 

16. The State shall subject to such conditions as are necessary for the public 
good or for the maintenance of public order or the security of the State, ensure 
for the citizens the right. 

(a) to freedom of speech and expression; 

^b) to assemble peaceably and without arms; 

(c) to form associations or unions; 

(d) to move freely throughout the territory of Nepal; 

(e) to reside and settle in any part of the territory in Nepal; 

(f) to acquire, hold and dispose of property; and 

(g) to practise any profession, or to carry on any occupation, 
trade or business; 

17. The State shall ensure that: 

(1) No person is convicted of any offence except for violation of a 
law in force at the time of the commission of the act charged as 
an offence, nor is subjected to a penalty greater than that which 
might have been inflicted under the law in force at the time of 
the commission of the offence. 

(2) No person is prosecuted and punished for the same offence more 
than once. 

(3) No person accused of any offence is compelled to be a witness 
against tdmself. 

18. No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according 
to procedure established by law or rules made by government for the public good, 
or for the maintenance of public order or the security of the State. 



19. (1) Traffic in human beings and beggars and other similar forms of 
forced labour shall be prohibited and any contravention of this 
provision shall be an offence punishable in accordance with law. 

(2) Nothing in this Section shall prevent the State from imposing 
compulsory service of public purposes, and in imposing such 
service the State shall not make any discrimination on grounds 
only of religion, race, caste or class or any of them. 

20» No child below the age of fourteen years shall be employed to work in any 
factory or mine or engaged in any other hazardous employment» 


