
 

AFR/RC38/R8: Health risk assessment of potentially toxic chemicals 

 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Considered at the health risks which populations of the African Region may face on 

account of the importation, production, production, transportation, storage and utilization of toxic 

and radioactive products, with the resultant residual waste; 

 

Recalling resolution 42/187 of the General Assembly of the United Nations concerning the 

environment and development, resolution CM/Res. 1153 (XLVIII) of the Council of Ministers of 

the Organization of African Unity on the discharge of nuclear and industrial wastes in Africa (13 

to 23 May 1988), and  resolution WHA41.15 of the World Health Assembly in connection with 

the report of the Global Commission on the Environment and Development, reaffirming WHO’s 

role as coordinating and directing authority in the field of international health; 

 

Bearing in mind that the adverse effects of toxic and radioactive products could constitute a 

danger to man his environment and that radioactive waste would endure for hundreds of years, 

endangering current and future generations; 

 

Endorsing the Brazzaville statement on the dumping of industrial, radioactive and toxic 

wastes in Africa, adopted on 1 July 1988 by the Inter-parliamentary Conference on “Health as a 

Basis for Development in Africa”; 

 

1. STRESSES the need to protect the health of the population of the African Region 

against risks linked to environmental pollution due, in particular, to toxic and 

radioactive products and wastes; 

 

2. CALLS UPON the Member States of the African Region to establish appropriate 

structures and procedures in order o ensure the coordination of activities aimed at 

controlling the risks resulting from environmental pollution; 

 

3. FURTHER CALLS UPON Member States to establish and/or strengthen the 

institutional and legal framework for protecting the populations’ health and 

environment against risks resulting from pollution; 

 

4. ENCOURAGES Member States to ensure that the public is informed of the risks 

linked to toxic and radioactive products by all appropriate means, to ensure training 

of the necessary personnel at all level, and to support research in management of 

toxic and radioactive products and wastes; 

 

5. URGES the Regional Director to strengthen WHO collaboration with the other 

agencies of the United Nations system and the non-governmental organizations 

concerned with promotional, planning, institutional, legal and technical aspects of 

management and disposal of toxic and radioactive wastes in order to ensure effective 

protection of the health of the population; 

 

6. FURTHER URGES the Regional Director to give all necessary support to Member 

States and to encourage technical cooperation among them in order to implement the 

present resolution; 

 

7. REQUESTS the Regional Director to take the necessary steps to produce an 

information brochure on the disposal and management of toxic and nuclear wastes in 

the African Region; 

 



 

 

8. FURTHER REQUESTS the Regional Director to report to the thirty-ninth session of 

the Regional Committee regarding the implementation of the present resolution. 
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