
 

AFR/RC38/R18: 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

Recalling resolution AFR/RC37/R6 on “Women’s and children’s health through the 

funding and management of essential drugs at community level: the Bamako Initiative”; 

 

Desirous of promoting the implementation of cost-recovery systems for supply of essential 

drugs at community level as a self-reliant means of supporting primary health care as a whole and 

the health of women and children in particular; 

 

Considering this as a good way of accelerating the achievement of health far all at the local 

level, in the framework of the tree-year scenario of health development adopted at the thirty-fifth 

session of the Regional Committee for Africa; 

 

Noting the urgent need to develop such systems widely at community level as a support to 

all components of primary health care, especially maternal and child health, nutrition, disease 

control and environmental health which require some local funding; 

 

Convinced that action should begin immediately at the local level in all countries even 

while awaiting support from the international community; 

 

Taking into consideration the jointly prepared UNICEF/WHO guidelines for the 

implementation of the Bamako Initiative adopted by the Regional Committee at this session; 

 

1. INVITES Member States to: 

 

(i) provide for joint Government/UNICEF/WHO management support at the 

central level in countries through representation in a special national Task 

Force; 

 

(ii) decentralize operation of the Bamako Initiative to the community level and 

encourage community participation with inclusion of women in the community 

decision-making group; 

 

(iii) train appropriate staff at the district and community levels in maternal and 

child health and all related activities, as well as in the management, 

procurement, storage, distribution and rational use of drugs, simple quality 

control and financial management as necessary for the success of operations; 

 

(iv) establish mechanisms to ensure emphasis and focus on maternal and child 

health within primary health care; 

 

(v) make foreign exchange available when needed for the purchase of 

pharmaceutical products and other supplies for primary health care, while at 

the same time encouraging local production whenever possible; 

 

(vi) use infrastructure already established within the district health system, 

reinforcing it wherever necessary to give prominence to women’s participation, 

sine the emphasis is on the health of women and children; 

 

 

(vii) continue to support primary health care in general through other established or 

planned mechanisms, including national  budget and bilateral, multilateral and 

non-governmental cooperation; 



 

 

(viii) ensure that exceptional provisions are made for those unable to pay for their 

own treatment or exempted from such payment; 

 

(ix) develop a system for monitoring and evaluating this activity; 

 

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director to: 

 

(i) promote the development and application of the Bamako Initiative, with 

special emphasis on women’s and children’s health in the context of primary 

health care; 

 

(ii) strengthen the technical capacity at regional  and country levels so that requests 

from Member States may be attended to promptly and effectively; 

 

(iii) support training of national personnel in all major areas of the programme, 

 

(iv) collaborate closely with UNICEF and other multilateral, bilateral and non-

governmental organizations in developing the programme, including 

monitoring and evaluation and mobilization of resources; 

 

(v) report regularly on the progress made in implementation of the Bamako 

Initiative to the Regional Committee. 
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