
 

AFR/RC38/R24: Other communicable disease prevention and control activities 

 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having examined the Regional Director’s report on the persistence of emergencies caused 

by epidemics of communicable diseases; 

 

Noting with concern that although appropriate technology for prevention and control exists, 

communicable diseases continue to cause serious human suffering and loss of life; 

 

Considering that the persistence of these epidemics is likely to create immediate and long-

term effects that will hamper socioeconomic development and the attainment of health for all; 

 

1. ENDORSES the report of the Regional Director; 

 

2. THANKS the Regional Director for all effort to support Member States in the 

prevention and control of communicable diseases, in particular through training 

activities and direct interventions; 

 

3. EXPRESSES its deep appreciation to all the international, governmental and non-

governmental organizations and governments that have contributed to relief 

operations, directly or through WHO, during emergencies caused by epidemics of 

communicable diseases in the Region; 

 

4. URGES Member States: 

 

(i) to review and evaluate as quickly as possible the efficacy and efficiency of 

their systems for the surveillance, prevention and control of diseases, 

especially diseases capable of causing epidemics; 

 

(ii) to determine the steps to be taken at the district level in respect of each of the 

major potentially epidemic diseases to establish permanent measures for the 

prevention and control of epidemics of communicable diseases, in the 

framework of a tree-phase scenario for health development; 

 

5. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to collaborate with Member States in the evaluation of their potential 

capabilities for the surveillance, prevention and control of disease in general, 

an of epidemics in particular; 

 

(ii) to support Member States in the formulation of simple and effective measures 

at the district level for the surveillance, prevention and control of 

communicable diseases, in the framework of primary health care; 

 

(iii) to continue to develop close cooperation with other United Nations 

Organizations and institutions, the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies, governments and other governmental and non-governmental 

organizations, to react speedily and effectively to enable Member States to 

cope with emergencies. 

           September 1988, 38, 24 

 

 

  


