
 

AFR/RC39/R3: Expanded Programme on Immunization:  Regional strategies for  

 eliminating neonatal tetanus and for eradicating poliomyelitis 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Considering resolutions AFR/RC38/R2 of the thirty-eighth session of the Regional 

Committee and WHA41.28 of the Forty-first World Health Assembly concerning, respectively, 

the elimination of neonatal tetanus from the African Region by 1995 and worldwide eradication 

of poliomyelitis by the year 2000; 

 

Having considered the Regional Director's report on regional strategies to eliminate 

neonatal tetanus and eradicate poliomyelitis (document AFR/RC39/6); 

 

1. CONGRATULATES the Regional Director on his clear and concise report; 

 

2. APPROVES the Regional strategies contained in the Regional Director's report and 

aimed at eliminating neonatal tetanus and eradicating poliomyelitis; 

 

3. EXTENDS its thanks to the international, governmental and nongovernmental 

organizations which have already begun to support activities to eliminate neonatal 

tetanus and eradicate poliomyelitis.  These organizations include UNICEF, the 

Canadian Public Health Association, USAID and Rotary International; 

 

4. INVITES the Member States: 

 

(i) to give priority to these strategies in their national immunization programme; 

 

(ii) to accelerate the preparation and implementation of national and district plans 

of action, in accordance with regional strategies; 

 

(iii) to take all appropriate steps to increase EPI coverage in general and tetanus 

and poliomyelitis immunization in particular; 

 

(iv) to increase epidemiological surveillance capability at the district level and 

strengthen neonatal tetanus and poliomyelitis reporting; 

 

(v) to maintain continuous surveillance to ensure that activities aiming at the 

elimination of neonatal tetanus and the eradication of poliomyelitis are 

integrated into the Expanded Programme on Immunization, thus strengthening 

the development of PHC at the district level; 

 

(vi) to ensure that activities to eliminate neonatal tetanus and eradicate 

poliomyelitis are district-based; 

 

5. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to support countries’ efforts to prepare and implement their plans of action; 

 

(ii) to improve, in collaboration with UNICEF and the other organizations of the 

United Nations system, governmental and nongovernmental organizations, the 

coordination, mobilization and utilization of resources for the implementation 

of EPI by strengthening the neonatal tetanus and poliomyelitis components 

with a view to the elimination and eradication of these diseases. 

 



 

(iii)   to strengthen technical support capabilities at all levels so as to enhance the 

contribution of the Regional Office to the elimination of neonatal tetanus and 

the eradication of poliomyelitis; 

 

(iv) to report every two years to the Regional Committee on the progress achieved 

in the implementation of these strategies. 
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