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In a letter dated 1 January 1951, the text of which is attached herewith, 
the Government of France has requested the inclusion of Algeria in the European 
regional area. 

It is for the Assembly to take a decision with regard to this request. 
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
CONFERENCE SECRETARIAT 

Paris, 1 January 1951 

(Translation) 

Sir, 

In a letter of 19 December, ref : DDG, you draw my attention to the fact that 
Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia have so far not been included in any of the regional 
areas established by the World Health Organization and to the practical diffi-
culties which this creates for the Secretariat seeing that, normally, it is 
essential that WHO activities from now on shall be covered by one or other of the 
six regions. In consequence, you request me to study the matter with a view to 
presenting a recommendation on the subject to the Fourth World Health Assembly. 
You add that in order to avoid any action which might prejudice the decision of 
the Assembly or confront the French authorities with a disagreeable situation, 
WHO activities with regard to Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia will provisionally 
continue to be covered by WHO headquarters, under the classification "Region 
Undesignated". 

I have the honour to inform -you that in a letter sent by my Department on 
19 July 1947 to the Executive Secretary of the World Health Organization Interim 
Commission and published in page 198 of the '"Official Records of У/Н0, No. 6 -
Minutes of the Fourth Session of the Interim Commission held in Geneva from 30 
August to 13 September 1947", the French Government made clear its position with 
regard to the inclusion of Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia in a geographical region 
in the following words: 

"...the close ties uniting the northern and southern coasts of the 
western Mediterranean, from a sanitary point of view, should be 
taken into account and the French Departments of Algeria, Morocco 
and Tunisia should be placed under the jurisdiction of the bureau 
responsible for metropolitan France. In addition to the purely 
technical reasons for such a solution, there are others, arising 
out of conditions connected with immigration, with maritime and 
economic relations, etc., which go to make that region a natural 
complement of Western Europe". 

This continues to be the point of view of the French Government. I would, 
therefore, be obliged if you would recommend the inclusion of the French Depart-
ments of Algeria, and Morocco -and Tunisia in the European region and their 
attachment to the Special Office for Europe. 

I have the honour to be, 
• Sir, 

(sgd) A. PARODI 
French Ambassador, 
Secretary-General to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

per pro the Minister for Foreign Affairs Dr. Brock Chisholm 
Director-General 
World Health Organization 


