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1. DRAFT INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS AS REVISED BY THE 
DRAFTING SUB-COMMITTEE (Document АЗ-4/SR/I and A3-^/SR/6O) 

Discussion was resumed on the revised text as submitted Ъу the Drafting 

Sub-Committee in document A3-4/SR/6o. 

Article 

Dr. BELL (United States of America) said that, after reconsideration he 

would accept the proposal of the Indian delegation to delete the first sentence 

of paragraph 2. That would necessitate a slight change in the wording of the 

second sentence which he proposed should be amended to read: "During the stay 

of any ship or airsraft in an infected port or airport special care shall be 

taken to prevent the introduction of rodents on board". 

Article k-5, as amended above, was adopted. 

Article 47 was adopted. 

Article 48 was adopted. 

Article 49 

Dr. MACLEAN (New Zealand) suggested that the word "which" in paragraph 2(c) 

should be replaced by "it". 

Dr. BELL (United States of America) proposed the deletion of the sentence 

at the end of paragraph 2(c): "An aircraft shall be regarded as suspected if 

a «ase of human plague has occurred on board during the voyage, but has previously 

been disembarked". 

It was so agreed. 

Article 493 as amended was adopted. 
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Article 50 

Dr. HELL (United States of America) pointed out that the first line of 

paragraph 1 should read: "On arrival of an infected or suspected ship or 

infected aircraft..." 

It was so agreed. 

Dr. MACLEAN (Hew Zealand), seconded by Dr. RAJA (India), proposed deletion 

of the words "and the ectoparasites destroyed". 

It was so agreed to delete the words in both paragraph 2 and 3-

A discussion took place, initiated by Dr. BARRETT (United Kingdom), as to 

whether the second clause in paragraph 2 should be qualified by "in exceptional 

с iroums tances" or by the terminology of Article 27(2) of the International 

Sanitary Convention, 1926. In his view that provided a better safeguard than 

the present text. 

Mr. HASELGR07E (United Kingdom) suggested that the sentence would be more 

appropriately placed as a sub-paragraph (b) to Article 5 1 . 

Dr. JAFAR (Pakistan) supported the United Kingdom proposal for deletion, 

and insertion of the provision in Article 51. 

Further consideration of the point was deferred pending discussion of 

Article 5 1 . 

Article 50> as amended, was adopted. 

Article 31 

At the suggestion of Dr. BARRETT (United Kingdom), supported by Dr. RAJA 

(India), it was agreed to include a sub-paragraph (b) in Article 51, worded 

as follows : 
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"The health authority may require the destruction of rodents on 

board a ship, in exceptional cases and for well-founded reasons ['" 

which shall be communicated in writing to the master." 

Article 51, as amended above, was adopted. 

Article 52 was adopted. 

2. NEW DRAFT ARTICIE 24B SUBMITTED BY THE SECRETARIAT ON THE BASIS OF 
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE'S DISCUSSIONS OF ARTICIE 28 (Document MH.470.51) 

The CHAlBMáN thought that the provisions of the new Article 24B were too 

wide, since "territorial waters" would include waters within the three-mile 

limit. He had discussed the matter with the Chairman of the Juridical Sub-

Committee and they had agreed that the words "port, canal, or waterway or 

other territorial waters" might well be replaced by "port, river, or canal". 

Dr. de CARVALHO-DIAS (Portugal) proposed that the words "unless previously 

disinfected" be inserted after the word "refuse" in the second line (original 

French - unofficial translation). 

The CHAIRMAN observed that many port authorities did not allow chemicals 

to be thrown into docks. In such cases, therefore, the discharge of refuse, 

whether disinfected or not, would be contrary to national regulations. 

In reply to a question by the delegate of India, he said that most 

modern ships were equipped with tanks in which refuse accumulated in port could 

be kept until discharged in the open sea. The alternative in older ships was 

removable chemical closets. 
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Dr. MACLEAN (New Zealand) thought that, as port authorities or governments 

could presumably prohibit the discharge of refuse in their territorial waters, 

the proposed article might be redundant. 

Professor LUJAREIС ds la BIVIEEE (France), while approving the prineiple 

of the proposed article, wondered whether there existed in fact any scientific 

evidence of the contamination of ports through the discharge of refuse from 

ships. 
* 

Dr. BIEAÜD, (Secretary, recalled that a whole series of cht/lera epidemics 

in Japan had been caused by fish and shell fish infected through the pollution 

of territorial waters. 

Mr. STOWMAN (United States of America), in reply to the delegate of New 

Zealand, recalled' that his delegation had proposed the insertion of the article 

in question because otherwise, since international conventions and regulations 

had precedence over national legislation, local regulations would become null 

and void under the provisions of Article 28. 

The words "port, river or canal" suggested by the Chairman would be 

acceptable to his delegation as they were approximately equivalent to "maritime 

canal or waterway" in Article 28. 

Decision: The new Article 24B, as amended, was adopted unanimously. 

Mr. HOSTIE, Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Expert Committee on 

International Epidemiology and Quarantine, proposed that the words "and super-

vising the application of Article г^В" be inserted at the end of sub-paragraph 

of Article 28. 

It was so agreed. 
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3. DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR TRANSMISSION TO THE FOURTH WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY, SUBMITTED BY THE FRENCH DELEGATION (A3-^/SR/53) 

Professor DUJARRIC de la RIVIERE (France) said that the chief aim of the 

draft resolution contained in document A3-*)-/SR/53 vas to ease the work of the 

Expert Gommittee on International Epidemiology and Quarantine by dividing it 

into two sections. 

if could not be denied that the diseases covered by the Régulâtions,were, 

in many parts of the world, no longer the serious menace that they had been, 

they oould be controlled, by national measures, as had been shown in Egypt 

during the last oholera epidemic. The Regulations would lessen the danger of 

•bhe international spread of those six diseases and the expert committee could 

henceforth concentrate a part of it9 attention on other epidemic diseases, many 

of which were considered in some areas to be an even more serious threat than 

the six diseases governed by tha Regulations."1--' 

Mr. STOWMAN (United States of America) and the delegates of India and the 

United Kingdom thought that the presentation of the French proposal reopened 

questions on which a final decision had been reached, after laborious discussions, 

by the adoption of the draft resolution submitted by the Juridical Sub-Committee 

in Annex III of document A3-4/SR/65 Rev.l, based on the proposal submitted by 

the South African delegation in document A3-VSR/59. 

Dr. HALAWANI (Egypt) thought that the purpose of the French proposal was to 

strengthen the existing machinery for the settlement of disputes and the study 

çf epidemiological problems. That was entirely desirable. 
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After some further discussion, Professor PUJARRIC de la RIVIERE (France) 

said that he would not press for the adoption and submission to the Health 

Assembly of his proposal. He had wished to bring before the committee the ideas 

which it contained. His delegation would submit the proposal, perhaps in an 

altered form, at the Health Assembly. . , 

4. TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS REGARDING THE SANITARY STATION 
AT KAMARAN 

The CHAIRMAN said that a recommendation adopted by the Executive Board at 

its seventh session had been brought to his notice. It suggested that the 

oommiteee should consider the desirability of preserving the quarantine station 

at Kamaran and make appropriate recommendations to the Fourth Health Assembly. 

It had been pointed out to him that when the Regulations came into force 

the Kamaran station would be abolished thereunder, but during the years 1951 > 

1952 and probably 1953 when the operation of the station must be covered by 

recommendations from the Special Committee to the Health Assembly. 

Br. RAJA (India) thought that the question could best be settled by a private 

discussion between the delegations of the four countries directly interested, 

namely India, Pakistan, Indonesia and the Philippines. The United Kingdom 

delegation had stated earlier in the session that the station would be kept open 

for incuning pilgrims during 1951, but there would be no point in maintaining it 

unless the four countries he had named agreed to send their pilgrim-ships there. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that if the Indian suggestion was adopted no action 

need be taken by the committee itself at this stage, vhich was in any case 

concerned with the Regulations rather than with what transitional measures were 
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to be taken until they came into force. The matter could be better discussed 

early during the Fourth World Health Assembly by delegates from the following 

countries interested in the matter, namely, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, 

Philippines, Saudi Arabia and the United Kingdom. Becommendations to the 

Fourth World Health Assembly would then be made. 

It was so agreed. 

The meeting rose at 3-50 P.m. 


