
 

AFR/RC39/R8: Maternal health and safe motherhood 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Recalling resolutions WHA32.42, WHA38.22, WHA40.27, and WHO42.42 on the social 

objective of Health for All by the Year 2000, maturity before parenthood and the promotion of 

responsible parenthood, the promotion of safe motherhood and the improvement of women's 

health; 

 

Endorsing the recommendations of the conference on safe motherhood held in Nairobi in 

February 1987 and Niamey in February 1989; 

 

Aware of the precarious nature of the health of women in the Region; 

 

Concerned with the fact that data on maternal morbidity and mortality in the Region are 

inadequate; 

 

Aware that simple, affordable, effective and acceptable methods and measures exist for 

decreasing maternal morbidity and mortality; 

 

1. URGES Member States: 

 

(i) to review the health situation of women and assess related programmes and 

existing services; 

 

(ii) to prepare district-based plans of action for reducing maternal mortality; 

 

(iii) to take action to ensure that the appropriate antenatal and obstetric care and 

family planning services are available at the peripheral level and that referral 

services are functional at the district level in order to cope with obstetric 

emergencies, particularly in isolated communities; 

 

(iv) to establish a data collection system to enable communities to evaluate the 

effectiveness and impact of the programmes implemented and to enable 

competent structures to make adequate health plans; 

 

 

(v) to initiate action-oriented research at the community level to improve 

performance; 

 

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to assist Member States in analyzing existing maternal care services; 

 

(ii) to continue to support the efforts of Member States in maternal health 

planning, training and research; 

 

(iii) to mobilize  additional financial and human resources to strengthen WHO's 

capacity to respond to the needs of Member States in this area, at their request; 

 

 

 

 



 

(iv) to maintain and strengthen collaboration with United Nations agencies and 

with governmental and nongovernmental organizations at the national, regional 

and world levels in order to better assist Member States; 

 

(v) to report to the forty-first session of the Regional Committee on the progress 

made in the field of maternal health. 
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