
 

AFR/RC39/R10: Reform of medical education 

 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Recognizing the key role medical personnel should play in accelerating the achievement of 

health for all; 

 

Aware that the way medical personnel are trained affects their ability to render health care 

adapted to national health priorities; 

Considering resolution WHA42.38 on the Edinburgh Declaration on the reform of medical 

education; 

 

Bearing in mind the plan of action adopted at the African Ministerial Consultation on 

Medical Education (Abuja, Nigeria, 5-7 July 1989); 

 

1. THANKS the World Federation for Medical Education and the Association of 

Medical Schools in Africa for respectively championing the global and regional 

efforts to reorient medical education so as to adapt it to the realities in the countries; 

 

2. APPRECIATES the steps taken by the Regional director in support of the global and 

regional movement to reorient medical education; 

 

3. REITERATES its call to Member States to give urgent and serious support to the 

recommendations of the Edinburgh Conference and the plan of action adopted at the 

African Ministerial Consultation on Medical Education;  

 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to disseminate the Edinburgh Declaration and the Abuja Plan of Action on the 

reform of medical education within the African Region; 

 

(ii) to continue to provide support to the Regional Task Force on Medical 

Education as the regional mechanism for accelerating the reform of medical 

education; 

 

(iii) to collaborate with the World Federation for Medical education and other 

international agencies to support regional, country and institutional efforts 

towards the reforms advocated; 

 

(iv) to assist Member countries to mobilize the resources needed for the planned 

reforms; 

 

(v)  to pay special attention to the countries where it is not possible for the moment to 

set up schools of medicine with a view to giving them support in the search for 

solutions, particularly in the framework of the African Region and in the spirit 

of Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries. 

 

September 1989, 39, 20 

 

 

  


