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Note by the Belgian Delegation 

Consideration of document A3-4/3R/22 from the Delegation of the United 

States of America has led the Belgian Delegation to submit various observations 

and a conclusion. 

1. In the second paragraph of the new Article 21 reference is made to "any 

cause" . 

This cause might be found elsewhere than in epidemic diseases. The new 

article would thus go beyond the scope of the present Regulations. 

2. The numerous and complicated precautions with which the United States 

Delegation desires to surround the right to adopt exceptional measures in excess 

of the maximum, nevertheless leave the door open to arbitrary action. 

3. In reality, these precautions are rather verbal than eflicacious. They 

amount only to enquiries, investigations and reports; they do not provide that 

the State which adopts them must withdraw them if the enquiry should be 

unfavourable to it. 

4. The despatch to the spot of a mission of enquiry set up at the request of 

any State concerned is liable to create friction and to encroach on the right of 

sovereignity of the State in which the enquiry is being conducted. 
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In addition, it is not perhaps clear which is the State concerned. Is it 

the State adopting the exceptional measures, or one of the States to which the 

measures are to be applied? 

5. The decision which will be taken by the highest health authority of the 

State concerned will undoubtedly be applied immediately. Vfliat length of time 

will elapse until the exceptional measures will have been able to form the 

subject of the procedure described? 

The State in question will have had ample time to apply and cancel them 

before the termination of the procedure which the Dire с tor-Gene ral of Ш 0 has to 

carry out. 

6. As was pointed out by Dr. BIEAUD, logic would require the enquiry to be 

conducted rather in the State where the danger exists than in the State which is 

attempting to protect itself by exceptional measures. 

7 . The United States amendment to Article 35 gives adequate power to the 

health authority of ports and airports and grants a certain discretionary power. 

The Belgian Delegation considers that this is already amply sufficient, 

B. Conclusion 

The Belgian Delegation is therefore of opinion that it is not 

advisable to add to the first sentence in Article 21: 

(a) The words proposed by the United States Delegation, i .e . "except in the 

event of unusual danger to the public health"; 

(b) nor the provisions which follow in the United States proposal. 

The Belgian Delegation has, however, no objection to the deletion of the 

second sentence in Article 21, since it appears to it to be too harsh and to 

envisage the possibility of unspecified penalties. 


