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Article 75. Vaccination against Smallpox 

Note by the Philippine Delegation 

The Philippine Delegation wishes to make the following proposal with a 

view to modify paragraph 1 of Article 75 of these Regulations. But before doing 

so, it respectfully submits these statements as a background for such a proposal: 

It is generally known that smallpox is highly contagious and dangerous 

diseasej that it rapidly spreads among susceptible population; that anti— 

variolar vaccination is regarded as a means not only to reduce this susceptible 

population but also to afford individual protection against smallpox for a period 

ranging from three to nine years. It is the experience of the Philippine Goverrv-

ment that the disease does not develop into an epidemic form if the immunized 

population is 85% or over. 

In the Philippines, smallpox has disappeared completely 29 years ago. Up to 

and including 1922, smallpox epidemics were frequent. With the rigid enforcement 

of quarantine and sanitary regulations, smallpox was completely eradicated and 

could not enter the country. If a case is accidentally imported or could pass 

through the quarantine barriers, the infection could not spread successfully. No 

single case of smallpox exists at present. 

The laws in the Philippines require that all incoming and outgoing passengers 

must be provided with valid certificates of vaccination against smallpox. This 

requirement for incoming passengers is imposed to protect the general population 
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from the risk of possible infection and the motive for requiring outgoing 

passengers to have valid certificates of vaccination is to give them sufficient 

protection against the disease, should they be exposed to smallpox infection at 

their destination. The idea is to protect not only the nationals of the 

Philippines but also those of other countries. It may be stated, in this connexion, 

that the laws of the Philippines provide for compulsory vaccination against 

smallpox and, if an incoming passenger comes without valid certificate of vacci-

nation or without being vaccinated, he will be violating the laws of the Philir-

ppine government. 

In view of the above, the Philippine Delegation proposes a reconsideration 

of paragraph 1 of Article 75 in the sense that valid certificates of vaccination 

be required of all passengers even if they come from a nory-infected area. 


