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Proposal by the Belgian Delegation 

Preliminary considerations with regard to yellow fever endemic areas. 

-These areas differ in several ways from the "local areas". In fact: 

(a) they are not necessarily parts of territories? they may be 

much more, and include large regions extending beyrnd the area 

covered by entire territories, autonomous cr otherwise; 

(b) their limits are not determined by the Governments cf the 

territories concerned, but by another authority. The Inter-

national Sanitary Regulations themselves do not fix their 

limits; they merely give a definition of these areas; 

(c) unlike "infected local areas" the yelloYf fever endemic areas 

are considered as permanently infected. There are no prescribed 

conditions with which such areas must comply to become classi-

fiable as uninfected. From this point of view, these areas 

differ essentially from the local areas in which plague is 

present in the rodents; 

(d) for part of a territory or an entire territory to be included 

in a yellow fever endemic area it is not necessary that a case 

of yellow fever be found there or even that the virus itself be found 

to be present. In fact, although on the nne hand the 

definition adopted imposes two conditions, namely, the presence 

of the Aë'des aegypti and the persistence of the virus in jungle 

animals, on the other, the delimitation is based cn the test 

for immunity in man and, therefore, far exceeds the forest area. 
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For these reasons the Belgian Delegation considers that the yellow fever 

endemic areas should be considered as a special case and not be included in 

the definition of infected local areas; they should be the subject of special 

mention either in Article I or elsewhere in the body of the Regulations. 

The Belgian Delegation proposes passing to the definition of "infected 

local areas", apart from these zones, the special question of yellow fever 

endemic areas to be raised again at what the Committee may consider the 

appropriate moment. 


