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NOTE BY THE DELEGATION OF EGYPT 

In June 1933, Egypt proposed to the Health Committee of the League of 

Nations that bilharziasis should be.dealt.with as a world health problem, A 

meeting of experts was called which decided"*" as a first measure to compile a 

bibliography on the subject, and entrusted this work to Professor R. T. Leiper, 

a world authority on bilharziasis and the discoverer of the life history of 

В. Haematobium and В. mansoni. This work was not accomplished and it is not 

clear why it was abandoned. 

In 193Í the Faculty of Medicine of Fouad University, Cairo, published in one 

volume a classified bibliography of bilharziasis up to that date, It is 

proposed to publish a supplementary volume in 1951, bringing the bibliography up to 

date, on the occasion of the centenary of.the discovery of the bilharzia worms in 

Egypt by Theodor Bi lharz 

The geographical distribution of bilharziasis can be determined from the 

literature, Bilharziasis is a disease with clear symptomatology and easy of 

diagnosis, and cannot remain undetected in any part of the world where there are 

properly qualified medical men. The distribution of the disease is governed by 

the local presence of the appropriate Mollusca intermediate host and infected 

definitive host. The disease maybe found round springs in isolated oases in 
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the desert or small lakes or streams in renote areas. The proposal that WHO 

should undertake surveys or help individual countries to make surveys means an 

expensive and formidable task which is of doubtful value at the present time. 

The appropriate moment is when a campaign of control or eradication according to 

local conditions is being contemplated, when a survey to assess the distribution 

and the intensity of the molluscan intermediate host in water courses and the 

incidence of the disease in the different age groups would be useful. This is 

the means at present available to assess the degree of success of the control 

campaigns. This aspect of the question was not dealt with in the report of the 

Joint GIHP/ffHO Study Group.1 

The terms used in the document, i . e . , "African schistosomiasis".and 

"American schistosomiasis" imply that they are different forms. These terms 

will cause unnecessary confusion. "American schistosomiasis" is in fact 

schistosomiasis due to S, mansoni which exists in Africa and also in Asia. It is 

perhaps unfortunate that some of the members of the expert committee of the 

League of Nations were not invited to join the study group. Specialists of world-

wide reputation in this disease in the United Kingdom, • USA, Brazil, Venezuela, 

Porto Rico, Egypt, China and Japan might lv¿re Ъооз! of cosas ido.yafcle assistance in 

reaching useful conclusions. 

It is stated in the report, 5*2.2, that "The construction of villages away 

from streams or the removal of canals away from villages have proved unsuccessful 

when not accompanied by a change in the habits of the population". It has been 

proved repeatedly in Egypt that the digging of canals 500 metres away from 

villages results in a bilharzia infection 50 per cent less than that of 

neighbouring villages where the canal passes through them or in their immediate 

vicinity. There is a standing order in the Ministry of Public Works in Egypt to 

that effect. This is followed in all new projects. 
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It is also stated, 5?2„3, that "Bore hole latrines have been, in very large 

scale experiments, installed inside houses of peasants in many villages of Egypt. 

They had no evident effect on the incidence of schistosomiasis"» It .is obvious 

that even the partial use of these or similar latrines will prevent some 

proportion of the bilharzia ova from reaching the snails in the water courses,, 

The inhabitants seek the shore of these water courses when they are defecating 

in order to wash themselves after the act, 
« 

Paragraph 5 .4 , 1 , 1 says that "Drying is of little value since snails resist 

to long periods of drying, sometimes exceeding a year; therefore alternation of 

filling and drying irrigation canals cannot control snail infestation"„ This 

statement is contradicted by paragraph 6.5=ls "The introduction or development 

of irrigation schemes, as well as the change from basin to perennial irrigation, 

has always resulted in a considerable increase in the incidence and intensity of 

schistosomiasis, wherever that infection existed or was introduced by outside 

labourers,'' It is proved that in basin irrigation where water covers the whole 

area and fills the water courses for 3 month* .Only, bilharzia infection is very 

limited, not exceeding 5 per cent, while/ where basin irrigation vras converted 

to perennial, the incidence of infection rose in 3 years to 75 per cent. This 

difference is due only to dryness,, It has been repeatedly demonstrated that the 

irrigation channels supplying individual fields, in which the flow of water is 

interrupted, contain snails in few numbers and only to the extent of 1 per cent 

of the incidence in streams where water co^tantly flows. Dryness 4-S a. mast 

important factor in control of snails, eadoad о?ь.у to copper sulphate* 

It is proposed in the Programme and Budget Estimates"'" that specialists will 

carry out surveys in 1950 in Africa, and that in 1951 surveys will be extended to 

Asia and America. Consultant services will be provided to governments under-

taking irrigation schemes. Research will be undertaken by OIHP/r/HO, which will 

give advice and recommendations„ 
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The flelegation of Egypt would like these observations to be put before the 

Executive Board when it is contemplating action in this field. The Board may-

find it appropriate to limit its activities to such a programme as proposed for 

Brazil. The Board may avail itself of the Bilharziasis Congress proposed to 

take place in Cairo in 1951 on the occasion of the centenary celebrations of the 

discovery of the human bilharzia worms in Egypt and arrange a meeting of experts 

to discuss any specific questions it may propose,. 


