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To develop its activities concerning problems represented in the huge rural 

endemic areas under its direct supervision, the Division of Sanitary Organization 

of the National Department of Health, has recently created two large centres of 

study for the public health investigation of helminthiasis. Special emphasis 

will be placed on schistosomiasis as this problem is actually one of the major, 

problems in the public health field in Brazil. These institutions have been 

located in Recife, capital of the State of Pernambuco and in Belo Horizonte, 

capital of the State of Minas Gérais, states located in the northeast and 

eastern sections of the national territory. Systematic surveys have revealed 

that there areas have the highest infestation indexes of this endemic. 

The project undertakes the following lines of investigation: the study and 

geographical distribution of Planorbis in the country, its taxonomic character-

istics, the mesological conditions that rule its biology and the means by which 

they can be destroyed, the study of laboratory methods for the knowledge of 

better criteria of diagnostic standards and evaluation of cures, the study of 

medical and surgical problems involved in symptomatology of schistosomiasis, the deter-

mination of the hemoglobin indexes in the working areas and the detailed study of 

the anaemias, the study of therapeutic agents aiming at tne obtaining of new 

therapeutic products with better tolerance and efficiency, revision and perfection 

of the treatment methods, the immunological study and preparation of standardized 

antigens adapted to the intradermal reactions, selection and training of the 

technical personnel necessary for the activities attached to field operations. 



The building for the Recife centre has been completed and is in the process 

of being equipped. It is composed of six special laboratories, 1б beds for 

observation, an auditorium, a room for post-mortem examinations, and auxiliary 

services. It will be ready for use during the latter part of this year. The 

Belo Horizonte centre is ready for construction to begin and will be opened during 

the second half of 1951. 

It would be convenient and desirable that the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, 

as Regional Office of the WHO, take into consideration these activities of the 

Brazilian Government and be prepared to co-operate effectively in the further 

development of these accomplishments. The assistance of this international 

organization could be used in the following manner: 

(a) Resources for the formation of a library, purchasing of books, 

specialized journals and microfilms; 

(b) Loan, for a period of 2 years, of a specialist in hydro-biology and 

snails who would be in charge of surveys concerning the taxonomy and ecology of 

the planorbis and the preparation and training of personnel; 

(c). Annual fellowships to be granted for the study of schistosomiasis 

problems in centres outside Brazil, 

Cost estimates prepared by the Secretariat are attached. 



.ANNEX 

ESTIMATED ANNUAL COST 
OF 

WHO ASSISTANCE TO BESEARCH AND TRAINING CENTRES 
FOE TEE CAMPAIGN AGAINST SCHISTOSOMIASIS 

IN BRAZIL 

(a) Grant towards the formation of a Library, 
and the purchase of books, specialized 
journals and microfilms $ 200 

(b) Loan of a Specialist in Hydro-biology and 
snails for two years, to conduct surveys 
concerning the taxonomy and ecology of 
the planorbis, and the preparation and 
training of personnel 

1 Medical Officer, Grade 15 (including 
salary, allowances and travel costs -

per annum $ 9)853 

(c) Annual Fellowships for the study of 
Schistosomiasis outside Brazil at $ ...,, $ 

ill,053 

* 
To be provided out of existing Fellowships Programme 


