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Q fever ("Queensland fever", Balkangrippe", "Atypical pneumonia", etc.) caused 
by the rickettsial organism Coxiella burneti, is a world-wide endemic disease which 
has come into prominence only in the last few years. The fact that large population 
groups can be affected was shown in Italy and the Balkan countries at the end of 
World War II, Further corroboration of mass infection was obtained in a recent 
survey which indicated that more than 50,000 persons in the city of Los Angeles 
have been infected during the past several years, an unusual and significant 
finding in an urban group in that this disease was formerly closely associated with 
people having more or less direct contact with livestock. 

The epidemiology of Q fever is not clear-cut. Livestock, particularly cattle, 
sheep and goats, have been definitely incriminated as reservoirs of the disease. 
Air-borne infection is believed to play an important part in transmission, and the 
causative micro-organism is passed through the milk of affected animals. Ordinary 
methods of pasteurization do not destroy the micro-organism in all instances, and 
this fact adds to the difficulty of instituting proper control measures. 

Many epidemiological aspects of the disease, particularly the role of animals, 
require further clarification. Experience has shown that a search for this disease 
usually results in the discovery of its existence, often to a considerable degree, 
in areas heretofore believed free of Q fever. The possible presence of Q fever 
must be taken into account where unexplained fevers and the presence of confusing 
roentgenologic findings are encountered. 

The Committee on Programme, therefore, might wish to recommend to the Third 
World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolution: 
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In view of the increasing importance of Q fèver as a world-wide 
endemic disease, and 

Recognizing the fundamental role that domestic animals play in the 
transmission of this disease, and the necessity for clarification 
of its epidemiology, 

The Third World Health Assembly 

REQUESTS the Director-General to initiate a preliminary study on 
the prevalence of Q fever throughout the world, and in collaboration 
with other specialized agencies and other organizations interested in 
the problem to encourage investigations clarifying the epidemiology 
of this disease with a view to formulating effective control measures. 


