
 

AFR/RC41/R14: The Bujumbura Appeal:  "A call for Africa" launched at the 

 forty- first Regional Committee, Bujumbura, 4-10 September 1991 

 

Recalling the resolution adopted in 1986 by the special session of the United Nations 

General Assembly on the crisis in Africa, calling upon the rest of the world to help us Africans 

insofar as we can show that we are helping ourselves; 

 

We note that: 

 

(i) Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) 

gave overwhelming support in the declaration entitled "Health as a Foundation 

for Development" (AHG/DECL 1 (XXIII)) adopted in 1987; 

 

(ii) Heads of State and Government have endorsed the Bamako Initiative launched 

at the thirty-seventh session of the Regional Committee for Africa, and jointly 

sponsored by WHO/AFRO and UNICEF to strengthen the quality of health 

services, especially at the peripheral level, through community health 

revolving funds; 

 

(iii) the Special Health Fund for Africa was officially launched in June 1990 at the 

regional level and some member countries have since launched the Fund at the 

national level; 

 

(iv) the draft Declaration on the present health crisis in Africa, prepared by the 

African Ministers of Health and adopted by Heads of State and Government at 

the OAU Summit in June 1991; 

 

(v) the Regional Committee, during its forty-first session held at Bujumbura, 

Burundi, from 4 to 10 September 1991, adopted a resolution aimed at 

supporting the implementation of a regional health care financing programme 

(HECAFIP); 

 

CONSIDERING: 

 

(i) the unacceptably high levels of infant and maternal mortality; 

 

(ii) the AIDS pandemic and its serious inherent social, economic and political 

consequences; 

 

(iii) the re-emergence of malaria as the leading cause of morbidity and mortality; 

(iv) the burgeoning epidemics of cholera, and other epidemics; 

 

(v) the rapid population growth that is hampering  our health development 

efforts; 

 

(vi) the suffering of the most needy, especially women and children, as a result of 

"policies of economic reform"; 

 

(vii) the problems of debt that now threaten the survival of our Member States; and 

 

(viii)  the poor quality of health services delivery and the deteriorating health status 

of the population as a result of the economic crisis; 

 



 

THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE, FOLLOWING ITS FORTY-FIRST SESSION HELD AT 

BUJUMBURA, BURUNDI, FROM 4 TO 10 SEPTEMBER 1991, LAUNCHES TODAY "A 

CALL FOR AFRICA"; 

 

1. WE CALL UPON INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES; 

 

(i) to affirm their individual responsibility for their own health; 

 

(ii) to express their determination to take charge of their own health; 

 

 

2. WE CALL UPON OUR GOVERNMENTS: 

 

(i) to give greater priority to health and therefore to increase the financing of 

health programmes on a sustainable basis; 

 

(ii) to avoid wars and internal conflicts in view of their implications for the 

economy and health; 

 

(iii) to ensure adequate water supply and better conditions of sanitation and housing 

to combat the cholera epidemic; 

 

(iv) to pursue with determination the objective of "education for all by the year 

2000" to enhance the possibilities of attaining health for all; 

 

(v) to devise equitable, effective and efficient mechanisms for the financing of 

health care; 

 

3. WE CALL UPON THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY: 

 

(i) to stand by the commitment undertaken in the 1986 Resolution of the United 

Nations General Assembly by substantially increasing its aid to Africa; 

 

(ii) to strengthen collaboration with WHO and to make substantial resources 

available to tackle the enormous problems arising from the AIDS pandemic; 

 

(iii) to give effective support to countries in their efforts to provide an adequate 

supply of safe water and better conditions of sanitation in order to prevent 

waterborne diseases, especially cholera. 

 

4. WE CALL UPON OUR CREDITORS TO: 

 

(i) alleviate the crushing burden of debt which threatens our very survival, by 

granting at least substantial debt relief. 

 

5. WE CALL UPON THE PRIVATE SECTOR, PARTICULARLY 

NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO: 

 

(ii) assist our health development efforts as much as possible. 

 

Finally, the Regional Committee is firmly convinced that if all our partners respond to this 

appeal, we will attain the objective of Health for All and we will also be able to ensure a better 

life for our children and future generations of our peoples. 
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