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The Working Party on Legal Matters held its third meeting on 12 May 1950 at 
9.30 a.m. and its fourth meeting at 2.30 p.m. 

Representatives of the following Members were presentí 

1. Absentee Members of the Executive Board 

The morning and afternoon meetings were principally devoted to the consi-
deration of the question of the Absentee Members of the Executive Board. After 
a long discussion, a majority of the Working Party was of the opinion that the 
repeated and continued absence of a person designated to serve on the Board 
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and othèr. 'related circumstances could give rise to the presumption that the Member 
designating that person had renounced this right; that the circumstances surroun-
ding the continued absence of Byelorussia^from the second, third, fourth and fifth 
sessions of the Executive Board gave rise to the presumption that this State had 
renounced the right to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board and that 
therefore the Health Assembly -might, elect a Member to replace that State for one 
year, being the period for which that State would otherwise have remained entitled 
so to designate a person. 

After having carefully considered the wording, this majority agreed on the 
text of the following resolution? i ' . 

THE THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

HAVING considered the report of the Director-General on absentee 
Members of the Executive Board 

BELIEVING that'repeated and consecutive absences from sessions of the 
Board-by the person designated by any Member may give rise to a presumption 
that., such Memberchad withdrawn from'the Board; 

NOTING that the person designated by the Byelorussian SSR, although 
duly notified, has not attended the Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth sessions 
of the Board; 

CONSIDERING that the consequent presumption that the Byelorussian SSR 
has withdrawn from the Board is strengthened by the fact that no response 
was made by the Byelorussian SSR to the invitation made by the Second World 
Health Assembly to 'attend the sessions of the Executive Board; 

CONSIDERING THAT the continuing absence of one or more persons designated 
t.o serve on the Board by Members so entitled can hamper the Board in the 
exercise of its functions; 
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DEEMS that the Byelorussian SSR has withdrawn from the Board, and 
considering the provisions of Article 24 of the Constitution of the World 
Health Organization and of Rule 84 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly; 

DECIDES to proceed to the election of a member entitled to designate 
a person to serve on the Board for one year. 

On the other hand, there was a minority of the Working Party which considered 
that, constitutionally, it was not possible to presume such an abandon of rights 
by the State in question; this minority agreed to recommend that the Rules of 
Procedure should be amended in order to provide that where a State failed to send 
a person designated by it to the Executive Board for three consecutive sessions, 
that State should be ̂ replaced by another. This amendment, however, should not 
take effect until 1951. 

The text of the minority resolution is as follows: 

THE THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Having considered the report of the Director-General under rule 87 of 
the Rules of Procedure of .the World-Health--Assembly-on thê"'9bsence of the " 
parsons designated by three Members from two consecutive meetings of the 
Executive Board; 

NOTING that no provisions have been made i-n the Constitution and the 
Rules of Procedure for the replacement of defaulting Members; 

RESOLVES to amend Rule 87 to read as follows s 

"Should any Member fail to be represented in accordance with 
the provisions of Rules 78 and 86, at three consecutive 

f 

sessions of the Board, that Member shall be considered to 
have withdrawn from the Board and shall be replaced according 
to the provisions of Rule 84". 
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And further RESOLVES that action on this rule should be invoked for the 
first time in 1951. 

These two resolutions are therefore submitted to the Committee on Adminis-
trative, Financial and Legal Matters for consideration. 

2. Amendments to Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly 

The Working Party approved the amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the 
World Health Assembly proposed by the Government of Belgium, and previously adopted 
by the Third World Health Assembly at its first plenary meeting,"1" and the amend-

2 ments to Rule 16 of the Rules of Procedure. 

The Working Party therefore recommends that the Committee on Administrative, 
Financial and Legal Matters submit the resolutions set forth in documents A3/29 
and A3/30 to the Health Assembly for adoption. 

3. Agreement with the Government of Egypt 

3 
The Working Party approved the Agreement with the Government of Egypt, and 

therefore recommends that the Committee on Administrative, Financial and Legal 
Matters submit the resolution set forth in document A3/35 to the Health Assembly 
for adoption. / 

4. Amendment of Annex VII of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities 
of the Specialized Agencies 

The Working Party gave preliminary consideration to the proposed amendments 
to the Annex VII of the Convention on the Privilege^ and Immunities of the 

1 Doc. A3/30 
2 Doc. A3/29 
3 Doc. A3/35 
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Specialized Agencies. It was decided in principle that the amendments 
concerning associate Members and other territories should be the subject of 
two resolutions, one concerning Associate Members, and the other concerning 
territories not responsible for the conduct of their international relations 
and whioh are not Associate Members. 

The Working Party noted, however, that consideration could not be given 
to these amendments as a whole until a final decision had been reached by the 

5 

Assembly on the Draft Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees, 
and therefore decided to postpone its full report on this question until such 
time as this decision had been reached. 

4 Doc. A3/7 

5 Doc. A3/60 


