
 

AFR/RC43/R6: Women, Health and Development 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

Recalling previous World Health Assembly  

resolutions on women, health and development, in particular resolutions WHA40.27, 

WHA42.42, WHA43,10 and WHA45.25; 

 

 Noting with concern that despite the appreciable efforts made by the Member States 

the level of schooling of young girls still remained low particularly in the rural areas; 

 

Considering Regional Committee resolutions AFR/RC39/R9 (1989) on Traditional 

Practices Affecting the Health of Women and Children and AFR/RC40/R2 (1990) on literacy 

programmes and viable and sustainable income-generating activities; 

 

Recognizing the central role played by women in Africa in undertaking responsibilities for 

family members in health care and the important place they occupy in the socioeconomic 

development of the continent; 

 

Bearing in mind that women’s health is a fundamental human right, and should be made a 

priority area for investments; 

 

Noting with great dismay the lack of feedback on result of implementation of these 

resolutions, lack of gender-segregated statistics, unacceptably high maternal mortality rates, and 

the low socioeconomic position of women which have been highlighted in the Regional 

Director’s report; 

 

Considering that Member States have endorsed the African Health Development 

Framework for accelerating the achievement of HFA/2000; 

 

1. THANKS the Regional Director for his concise and comprehensive report; 

 

2. REGISTERS appreciation for initiating data collection and presentation on Female 

Genital Mutilation; 

 

3. CALLS upon Member States: 

 

(i) to develop an enabling legal framework for women to play their role in every 

sphere of development; 

 

(ii) to reiterate Regional Committee resolutions AFR/RC39/R9 on Traditional 

Practices Affecting the Health of Women and Children and in particular, the 

practice of Female Genital Mutilation; AFR/RC40/R2 on Accelerating Literacy 

Programmes and Promoting Viable and Sustainable Income-generating 

Activities in all communities as a means of enhancing women’s full 

participation in health and development; 

 

(iv) to make women’s health a priority area for appropriate investment in education 

and income-generating activities; 

 

(v) to mobilize local and external resources for women, health and development 

activities; 

 



 

(vi) to review their respective country budgets (AFROPOC) with a view to making 

appropriate allocations to the various components of their Women, Health and 

Development programme; 

 

(vii) to undertake to empower women through greater access to information, 

knowledge, development resources and decision making; 

 

(viii) to encourage the development of local technologies in collaboration with WHO 

and other agencies in order to facilitate women’s domestic activities; 

 

(ix) to create a secretariat or similar structure, or where possible ministries or 

commissions, to promote and monitor the implementation of resolutions on 

women, health and development; 

 

(x) to integrate women, health and development activities into primary health care; 

 

4. CALLS upon international, governmental and nongovernmental organizations and 

private voluntary foundations to support WHO activities concerning women, health 

and development in the African Region; 

 

5. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to ensure continuous efforts in mobilizing resources and increase budgetary 

allocations in support of the women, health and development programme; 

 

(ii) to accelerate routine collection of data on Female Genital Mutilation, give 

appropriate technical advice to Member States and report regularly at 

Regional Committee meetings on progress made; 

 

(iii) to give the necessary technical support to Member States in the formulation 

and implementation of women, health and development activities, including 

the development of a database on women’s issues; 

 

(iv) to organize national, technical and management training activities for women 

leaders as well as intercountry seminars and workshops to facilitate the 

exchange of experiences and the promotion to the programme at national and 

regional levels; 

 

6. FURTHER REQUESTS the Regional Director to report to the forty-fifth session of 

the Regional Committee on progress made in Women, Health and Development 

programmes in the Region. 
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