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It is generally recognized that among the many causes of sickness and death 

malnutrition and starvation have been from ancient history up till recent times 

of the utmost importance. In several parts of the world grave starvation has 

been and still is the direct cause of death for millions. The indirect influence 

on disease and mental health cannot be calculated in exact figures but it is a 

generally accepted standpoint that its influence is tremendous and will not be 

easily overestimated. 

It is the prominent task of FAO and WHO to eradicate in a joint effort 

hunger and malnutrition as a menace to world health and world peace as much as 

possible. 

The Netherlands delegation wants to draw the attention of the Third World 

Health Assembly to an almost forgotten fact, namely that it is only five years 

ago that four millions of Dutch inhabitants were facing death by starvation 

during the winter and spring of At that time if relief action had 

been impossible for some more weeks, nothing could have saved hundreds of 

thousands in the towns of the Western Netherlands from death from starvation. 

This fact indicates that though famine may be a special cause of sickness 

and death in the so-called underdeveloped areas of the world, it has occurred and 

can occur in future, caused by disaster in all parts of the world. 
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It is, therefore, proposed that the Third World Health Assembly instruct the 

Director-General to arrange in co-operationS/ith PAO the study of: 

1. Beconaaendations concerning the storage of food Ъу governments as 

well as Ъу private persons, in order to diminish the risk of severe 

malnutrition and starvation; 

2. The overall measures to be taken in planning the conservation and 

distribution of available stocks of food so as to prevent starvation and 

severe malnutrition in populations living under conditions of severe lack 

of food; 

3. The proper treatment of patients suffering from starvation; 

k. Measures to be taken during relief activities to prevent the 

deterioration of the physical and mental state of persons suffering from 

varying degrees of under-nutrition in the different types of famine; 

5. The organization of general relief activities in relation to 
» 

nutrition when famine conditions prevail; and 

6. Any other measures that might be deemed recommendable for the 

prevention of disease and death caused by severe malnutrition and starvation. 
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