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The Director-General herewith presents to the Third World Health Assembly

the information at present available concerning the aims of National Committees

on Vital and Health Statistics and the progress already achieved in establishing

such committees in different countries.

Immediately after the endorsement by the First World Health Assembly at its

Fourteenth Plenary Meeting of the principle contained in Resolution No. 9 of the

International Conference for the Sixth Decennial Revision of the International

Lists of Diseases and Causes of Death, convened by the French Government in April

1948, the Director -General of the World Health Organization communicated to all

Member States the said endorsement by the Assembly, the communication being

accompanied by the full text of the above -mentioned resolution (Annex 1).

The following statements have been received in response to the request of

the Director -General for information on any developments in this field, either

regarding the creation of national committees or the work carried out by such

committees where they are already in existence, with particular reference to those

achievements of national committees which should be brought to the attention of

other governments concerned:

1 Off. Rec. World Hlth. Org. 13, 97.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

A National Committee has already been created, of which Dr. Lowell J. Reed

is the chairman.

At the meeting held for the purpose of organizing the committee the

following statement as to functions and policy was drafted:

Membership

Committee members will be appointed by and will serve at the pleasure
of the Surgeon General of the Public Health Service. Appointment of
members will be based upon the qualifications of individuals in relation
to the Committee's activities.

The Committee will have three officers, the Chairman, Vice Chairman
and Secretary. The Secretary will be an ex- officio member of the Committee.

Functions

(a) Delineate'statistical problems of public health importance which
are of national or international interest

(b) Make investigations of such problems through ,subcommittees
appointed for the purpose and /or stimulate studies of such problems by
other organization

(c) Review findings of subcommittees, and make recommendations for
national and international adoption

(d) Co- operate with other committees or organizations concerned with
public health statistics in the United States so as to serve as a
clearing house for activities dealing witli public health statistics
problems

(e) Serve as a link between the organizations in the United States
engaged in public health statistics and the statistical secretariat of
the World Health Organization, and other international agencies

concerned with public health statistics.

(f) Co- operate with national committees of other countries in the study
of problems of mutual interest
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Powers of the Committee

The Committee will function within its general frame of reference.
The Committee, through its Chairman, will have the power to create sub-
committees for investigation of particular problems, and will have the
authority to dissolve or reconstitute such subcommittee as it may deem
appropriate. The Committee will review reports of the subcommittees
and may give general directions for further investigation,

The Committee may establish and maintain technical working relation-

ship with the National Committee of other nations, the Expert Committee
on Health Statistics of the World Health Organization, the Statistical
Secretariat of the World Health Organization, and with other national
and international statistical bodies.

Budget

The Committee may submit a budget to the Public Health Service for
its estimated needs, but no obligations may be. incurred until the budget
has been approved by the Public Health Service.

The Committee members shall serve without compensation but will,
upon approval of the Public Health Service,. receive expenses and per
diem for subsistence for travel to meetings.

Secretariat

The Secretary shall maintain the official files of the Committee
and its subcommittees, and shall have the responsibility for disseminating
pertinent technical information to the Committee and to the various sub-
committees. The Secretary shall take steps necessary to further the
work of the Committee and its subcommittees.

In order that the Secretary may be generally conversant with all
work being conducted by the subcommittees, the Secretary shall be an
ex- officio member of every, subcommittee formed, and as such shall receive
copies of all correspondence or other material which normally go to a
member of a subcommittee.

The National Office of Vital Statistics shall provide secretarial
service to the Committee and will arrange to duplicate reports for the
Committee and for its subcommittees. Requests for such services
should be made to the Secretary of the Committee.

Subcommittees

For study of particular problems, subcommittees shall be appointed
by the Committee. These working parties will be generally small in size
and composed of qualified technicians. The members of the subcommittee
shall be appointed by the Chairman of the Committee in consultation with
the chairman of the subcommittee. Members of the subcommittees will
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usually not be members of the Committee. The subcommittees shall serve
until the completion of their assignment, or until discharged or

reconstituted by the Committee.

Within the scope%of their assignment, the subcommittees shall be free
to function according to their best judgment.

The subcommittees shall have the authority to work with "any other
national or international groups concerned with similar problems, but
the initial contact with such organizations shall be made through the
Secretary.

Each subcommittee will report the status of its activities at least
twice a year. The subcommittee chairman will be held responsible for
filing this report with'the Secretary of the Committee unless this
responsibility is delegated to some other member of the subcommittee.
The Sc,cretary'will ordinarily remind the chairman of the dates when their
reports are due.

At the completion of its assignment, each subcommittee will submit
to the Committee a comprehensive report of the study with its
recommendations.

CANADAy

The text of the Order in Council P.C. 459 of the Privy Council setting up a

Medical Advisory Committee to the Dominion Statistician is as follows:

P.G. 459

PRIVY COUNCIL

C A N A D A

AT THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE AT OTTAWA

TUESDAY, the 1st day of MARCH, 1949

PRESENT:

HIS EXCELLENCY

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL:

WHEREAS the International Conference for the Sixth Decennial
Revision of the International Lists of Diseases and Causes of Death, held
at Paris from April 26 - 30, 1948, unanimously adopted a recommendation
to the World Health Assembly that the member governments establish national



AS /0
page 5

committees to co- ordinate statistical activities within their respective
countries, and to serve as links between the national medical -statistical
institutions and the Expert Committee on Health Statistics of the World
Health Organization;

AND WHEREAS the First World Health Assembly,:on July 17, 1948,
accepted and endorsed the foregoing recommendation.

THEREFORE, His Excellency the Governor General in Council on the
recommendation of the Minister of Trade and Commerce is pleased to order
as follows:

1. There is hereby constituted a committee to be known as the "Medical
Advisory Committee to the Dominion Statistician's..

2. Responsibilities of Committee:

The Committee shall report to and advise the Dominion Statistician
on technical medical matters:

(a) relating to the collection, compilation and analysis of
public health and vital statistics;

(b) relating to statistical research;

(c) in so far as the Government of Canada is concerned, concerning
the revision of publications on vital statistics and other statistical
publications of medical and public health significance;

(d) otherwise of medical significance in the administration of
the "Statistics Act" of Canada as the Dominion Statistician may
determine;

(e) relating to the following functions assigned to the national
committees on Vital and Health Statistics as provided in the
Resolution No. 9 of the International Conference in Paris and
approved by the First World Health Assembly, regarding:

(i) studies of the problems of producing satisfactory
international statistics in the field of health;

(ii) studies of the problems of producing health
statistics which are related to the family structure
and to the social- economic, and occupational back-
ground of the individual;

(iii) such other matters of medical significance as may
be required to co- operate effectively with
respective agencies of the World Health Organization
in the field of vital and health statistics.
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3. Composition of Committee:

The Committee shall be under the chairmanship of the Deputy Minister
of National Health and Welfare (Health), and representation shall be as
follows:

(a) to represent Departments of the Government of Canada, members
from

(i) Department of National Defence (Medical Services);

(ii) Department of National Health and Welfare;

(iii) Department of Trade and Commerce (Dominion Bureau of
Statistics);

(iv) Department of Veterans' Affairs (Medical Services), and

(v) such additional representation as the Chairman, after
consultation with the Dominion Statistician, may consider
necessary.

(b) to represent the Provinces: one English speaking and one French
speaking member;

(c) to represent the health professions of Canada: one member;

(d) to represent the voluntary health agencies and the medical
schools of Canadian Universities: one member.

Representatives of Departments of the Government of Canada, as set out
under (a), shall be named by the Chairman after consultation with the

Dominion Statistician and the Deputy Ministers of the Departments concerned,
and may be varied from time to time as occasion may require.

Representatives of Provinces and agencies outside the Government of
Canada, as set out under (b), (c) and (d), shall be named by the Minister
of Trade and Commerce after consultation with the Chairman, the Dominion
Statistician and the Province or agency concerned, and shall be appointed
for a two -year period.

4. Subcommittees:

In order to facilitate the work of detailed studies and research
projects the committee may set up subcommittees outside its own membership.

5. Election of Officers:

The election or appointment of such other officers as the Vice -Chairman
and Secretary shall be at the discretion of the Committee.
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6. Date and Place of Meetings:

The Committee shall convene at least twice in each calendar year at a
time and place to be designated by the Chairman, and the Chairman shall
have discretionary powers in arranging time and place of additional
meetings as required.

7. Expenses;

The expenses of the Committee and subcommittees shall be borne by the
Government of Canada, and shall include the payment of actual and reasonable
travelling and living expenses, for which the usual detailed accounts will
be submitted, for those'members of the Committee who are not officers of the
Government of Canada while absent from their normal places of residence in
connexion with the work of the Committee.

TRANCE:

1949:

(Signed) A. D. P. Heeney
Clerk of the Privy Council.

The following is the text of the inter -ministerial Decree of il February

The Minister of Public Health Population decrees:

Art. 1 A "Committee for the Study of Statistical Problems Relating to
Public Health" is instituted in France and in the French Union.

Art. 2 This Committee is charged with the study of statistical problems
relating to public health, and more generally with the following questions:

(1) A study of statistical problems in the field of health, including
the registration of births, diseases and deaths; particular attention
being paid to improvements to be made in declarations of the causes of
death, in the registration of deaths as well'as improved and more
comprehensive methods for recording diseases;

(2) A study of the methods of utilizing international nomenclatures
concerning mortality and morbidity;

(3) Co- ordination on a national basis of health statistics surveys
which concern the various official organizations;

(4) Co- operating on an international basis with a view to studies
undertaken in conjunction with other countries;
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(5) Liaison between organizations concerned with the drawing up of
statistics on public health in France and in the French Union, and
the World Health-Organization.

More generally, the Committee is charged with expressing its opinion
whenever a Minister submits statistical problems which concern public health.

Art. 3 The Committee for the Study of Statistical Problems Relating to
Public Health includes:

A representative Of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
A representative of the Ministry of Justice,
A representative of the Ministry of Public Health,
A representative of the Ministry of Labour (Social Security),

A representative of the Ministry of National Defence,
A representative of the Ministry of Overseas France,
A representative of the Ministry of, National Education,
3 representatives of the National Institute of Health,
3 representatives of the National Institute of Statistics and Economics,
A representative of the National Vital Statistics Institute.

With regard to any specific problem, the Committee may invite any
competent person to participate in its work.

Art. 4 The Minister of Public Health and Population, the Secretary of State
for Economic Affairs, the Minister of Labour and of Social Security, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Justice, Keeper of the Seals,
the Minister of National Defence, the Minister of Overseas France and the
Minister of National Education are charged, as between themselves, with the
implementation of the present Decree which will be published in the Official
Journal of the French Republic.

Done in Paris on 11 February 1949

The Minister of
In the name and
le Directeur de

The Minister of

The Minister of

The Minister of
In the name and
le Directeur de

Public Health and Population;
with the authorization of the Minister:
Cabinet (Principal Secretary)

ROBERT WIRTH

Justice, Keeper of the Seals;
ANDRE MARIE

Foreign Affairs;

SCHJMAN

National Defence;
with the authorization of the Minister:

Cabinet (Principal Secretary)
ANDRE BOULLOCHE



The Minister of National Education;
In the name and with the authorization of the Minister:
le Directeur de Cabinet (Principal Secretary)

LEON DROUART

The Minister of Overseas France;
In the name and with the authorization of the Minister:
le Directeur de Cabinet (Principal Secretary)

FERNAND SAMSON

The Secretary of State for Economic Affairs;

ANTOINE PINAY

EGYPT:
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The following information has been received from Sir Aly Tewfik Shousha,

Pasha, K.B,E., M.D., Chairman of the Executive Board of the World Health

Organization:

"I have the honour to inform you that during its meeting of
May 4, 1949, the Egyptian Public Health Association decided to set up
from amongst certain of its members a nucleus for a National Committee

on Vital and Health Statistics.

"It is proposed that this National Committee will include, besides
the Egyptian Public Health Association members, colleagues with previous
experience on vital statistics or whose official duties qualify them to
act as members on that Committee, as well as members of other than this
Ministry, e.g., the Ministry of Education, the Egyptian Universities
and the Statistical Department.

nI am glad to inform you that this National Committee will be quite
prepared to maintain the closest co- operation with WHO."
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VENEZUELA:

The Military "Junta' of the United States of Venezuela, making use of its

powers held under the Act constituting the Provisional Government and according
to attribution 14 of Article 104 of the National Constitution to apply to the
above -mentioned Act, in the Council of Ministers,

CONSIDERING:

That the International Committee for the Sixth Decennial Revision of the
International Lists of Diseases and Causes of Death, which met in Paris in
April 1948, recommended to the World Health Assembly the establishment of an
Expert Committee on Health Statistics and the convening of international tech-
nical conferences, when this might be convenient, as well as the setting up of
National Committees on Vital and Health Statistics intended to collaborate with
the Expert Committee, these recommendations having been supported by -the
Assembly in its first session held in Geneva in June and July 1948;

CONSIDERING:

That the World Health Organization requires periodically the most complete
knowledge possible of statistical data concerning the health of nai.ions in
order to carry out its mission of raising the standard of health of all peoples;

CONSIDERING:

That there is a strong relationship between morbidity statistics and the medical
aspect of birth and death statistics on the one hand and the distribution of
population by age groups, economic status, etc. on the other;

CONSIDERING:

That the full study of such problems needs the collaboration of agencies and
official organizations with the corresponding departments of the Ministry of
Health and Social Welfare;

DECREES:

Article 1. - That a National Committee of Experts in Vital and Health Statistics
shall be set up in order to study all problems relating to the furtherance of
health statistics, and particularly:

(a) definitions and classifications concerning statistics of
natality, morbidity and mortality;

(b) linking up these statistics with the occupational and .ccúcnac

structure of the country;

(c) the Civil Register to work in connexion with such statistics;

(d) demographic and sanitary areas to be determined;
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(e) the organization and working of the registry concerning
burials in cemetries; and

(f) special problems concerning the health statistics of the
2ountry.

Article 2. The Committee shall be attached to the Ministry of Health and
Social Welfare and there shall be incorporated in it the technicians mentioned

below: One, from the Ministry of National Defence (Direction of the Army
Health Service); two, from the Ministry of Public Works; four, from the

Ministry of Health °and Social Welfare; one, from the Venezuelan Institute of
Social Security; and the Professor occupying the Chair of Hygiene and Social
Medicine at the Faculty of Medicine in the Central University of Venezuela.

Article 3. - The National Committee of Vital and Health Statistics shall be
able to nominate, when necessary or judged convenient, and after prior con -'
sultation with the Minister of Health and Social Welfare and with the approval
of the said official, subcommittees of a temporary nature to study special
problems which might require the collaboration of experts not included in the
Committee, as well as for the study of regional and local problems.

Article 4. - The Minister of Health and Social Welfare is charged with the
bringing into force of the présent Decree.

Given, signed, sealed and approved in the Palace of Miraflores, in
Caracas, on the twenty -third day of September.in the year one thousand
nine hundred and forty-nine,

140th Year of the Independence and 91st ofthe Federation.

(L.S. )

CARLOS DELGADO CHALBAUD.

MARCO PEREZ JIMENEZ.

LUIS FELIPE LLOVERA PAEZ..

Approved;

The Mi pister of Health and Social Welfare

(L.$.)

ANTONIO MARTIN ARAUJO.
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BRAZIL:

BRAZILIAN INSTITUTE OF GEOGRAPHY AÑ]) STATISTICS

NATIONA,L'COUNCIL OP STATISTICS

Ninth Ordinary Session of the General.Ass.embly

Resolutión No,' 430 dated 8 July 1949

Institutes á special committee on
Biostatistics and Health Statistics,

the National Statistical Council, using itsThe General Assembly of
privileges, and

CONSIDERING:

s

That it is incumbent on the Institution, according to the terms of the legis-
lation in force, "to promote, and cause to be carried out, or technically direct,
in a proper manner, the systematic establishment of all national statistics ",
in accordance with the plans set up in. agreement with the "best models that the
statistical experts may advise or which are already in existence-by inter-
national agreements "; .

CONSIDERING:

That the International Conference for the Sixth Decennial Revision of Diseases
and Causes of Death, held in Paris in April 1948, decided, apart from i,1s
conclusions concerning its own field of action, to recommend to the World
Health Organization the permanent study of problems relating to biostatistics
and to health statistics, by means of the establishment of a central service
and special national committees;

CONSiDERING:

That the First General Assembly of the World Health Organization, held at
Geneva in June and July 1948, accepted the recommendation which had previously
been formulated;

CONSIDERING:

As well, that the Inter -American Statistical Institute is also interested in

carrying out the plan of studies outlinèd'by the International Conference for

the Sixth Decennial Revision of Diseases and Causes of Death, and it is hoped
to include in the agénda of the Second Inter- American Statistical Congress items
which would facilitate the debating of this matter;

CONSIDERING:

Finally, the advantages that would arise for the Brazilian Statistical Service of
a full and profound study of problems relating to the establishment of
biostatistics and health statistics;
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RESOLVES:

Article 1. - There shall be established, as the advisory body of the Council, a
Committee on Biostatistics and Health Statistics, with the following aims:

(a) to carry out, in Brazil, the work of an auxiliary body and
collaborator of the Committee of Experts on Health Statistics;

(b) to study problems relating to the betterment of the establishment
of health statistics, in a general manner, and to propose measures
concerning them, that may be judged appropriate;

(c) to study, in a special manner, amongst those problems which
were considered worthy of examination, the following:
methods for collecting data on biostatistics and health
statistics, including those relating to the reform of the
Civil Register; criteria for carrying out i,ntercensal estimates
of the population of Municipalities and Districts; definition
and classification of diseases and causes of death; establish-
ment of statistics on tropical and epidemiological diseases;
and the .improvement of statistics needed in the fight against
malnutrition.

Article 2. - The Committee on Biostatistics and Health Statistics shall be
composed as follows:

(a) The Director of the Federal Service of Biostatistics, who
shall be Chairman;

(b) one representative from the Statistical Service of Health
and Education, in the Ministry of Health and Education;

(c) one representative from the Service of Demographic, Moral
and Political Statistics, in the Ministry of Justice and
Internal Affairs;

(d) the Technical Assessor of the Council;

(e) a representative of the Secretary- General of the Institute;

(f) three representatives of the regional organizations of the
Council, elected. by the General assembly.

k

Sole paragraph: The Chairman of the Institute shall appoint the memb!ers_.a- fie

Committee, after the representatives have been nominated or elected.

Article 3. - The Committee shall work in accordance with the standards that it

will itself establish, taking account, of course, of the recommendations for the
operation of Expert Committees of the Council, that may be applicable.
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Article 4. - The Secretary -General of the Institute shall make available to the

Committee all the information that might be indispensable for attaining the

objectives for which it was set up.

City of Salvador, 8 June 1949, 14th year of the Institute.

(a) Waldemar Lopes, Assistant Secretary of the Assembly,

Seen and enumerated: (a) Rafael Xavier, Secretary -General of the Institute.

Published (a) Rubens Pórto, in the functions of President of the Assembly.

ENGLAND AND WALES:

The following information has been received from the Ministry of Health,

London:

"With reference to your letter of April 12th, 1949 on the subject
of National Committees on Vital and Health Statistics, the Co- ordination
of United Kingdom participation in the economic and social work of the
United Nations and of the Specialized Agencies is secured through a
Cabinet Steering Committee on International Organizations. Particular
fields falling within the general competence of this Committee are covered
by special subsidiary Committees and, following the endorsement by the
First World Health Assembly of the principle contained in Resolution No. 9
of the Paris Conference, it was decided that the scope and membership of
one of these, the Population and Vital Statistics Committee, should be
suitably broadened to cover statistical matters in the field of the
World Health Organization. The Registrar General is Chairman of this
Committee which is centred on the General Register Office as the Depart-
ment primarily concerned with population and vital statistics. At about
the same time a standing Advisory Committee on Medical Nomenclature and
Statistics was appointed by the Registrar General after consultation with

the Presidents of the three Royal Colleges (Physicians; Surgeons; and

Obstetricians and Gynaecologists) and others. The terms of reference

and membership of this Standing Advisory Committee are shown in the
Appendix.

"The following are among the matters which have been considered
recently in this country.

1. International Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries
and Causes of Death. The Standing Advisory Committee have drawn
attention to the fact that the new classification should, in order to
provide a complete document for use in connexion with hospital
statistics, include a Code of Operations. The basis of such a code

. is being studied by the General Register Office in consultation with
members of the Committee. The intention is, when the code has been
drawn up, to test it in this country and thereafter, if found satis-
factory, to submit it to the World Health Organization for considera-
tion by the Expert Committee on Health Statistics.
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2, Statistics of Stillbirth. In order to give effect to
Resolution 7 -(f) of the Paris Conference, a statistical enquiry
is at present being carried out for the purpose of more precise
information about stillbirths. The details of this enquiry are
given in a paper which Dr. Percy Stocks has forwarded for information
at the first session of the Expert Committee on Health Statistics.
(WHO /HS /4).

3. Cancer Records, Cancer Records have been provided by treatment
centres since the scheme began with the registration of patients in
1945. The centres concerned have been mainly those to which patients
are referred for radiological treatment, and, in view of Resolution 7
(e) of the Paris Conference, the Advisory Committee have recommended
the extension of the scheme to include non -radiological cases.
Dr. Stocks is providing details of this work to the Expert Committee
on Health Statistics.

4. National Morbidity Enquiry. )

These are arrangements
5. Mental Health Service Statistics.)

concerted with the Ministry of Health some time ago for the central
collection, analysis and tabulation of national statistics by the
General Register Office. The first covers all teaching hospitals
in England and Wales and all hospitals in Manchester and Leicester-
shire. The second will provide a record of patients in all mental
hospitals and mental deficiency institutions in England and Wales.
Neither of these enquiries arise from recommendations made by any
international organization, but it is hoped that, in addition to
serving immediate purposes here, the results obtained and the methods
used may be of value to other countries. ",

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL NOMENCLATURE AND STATISTICS

The Registrar General announces that his Advisory Committee on Medical
Nomenclature and Statistics is constituted as set out below. The function of
the Committee is to consider from the medical point of view and to advise upon
questions affecting the International Statistical Classification of Diseases,
Injuries and Causes of Death and any other matters concerning medical nomen-
clature or statistics which may from time to time be referred to the Committee.

Sir Ernest Rock Carling, F.R.C.S

Sir Allen Daley, M.D., F.R.C.P.,

Society of Medical Officers
and School Medical Officer,

F.R.C.P. (Chairman)

K.H.P. (Chairman of the Council of the
of Health; Medical Officer of Health
London County Council).

Professor Ernest Finch, M.S., M.D., F.R.C.S. (Emeritus Professor of
Surgery, University of Sheffield).
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Green,-Esq., M.D., F.R.C..t. (Assistant Secretary, Medical Research

Council).

C.F. Harris, Esq., M.D., F.R.C.P., M.R.C.S. (Dean of the Medical College,

St. Bartholomew's Hospital).

Professor A. Bradford Hill, D.Sc., Ph.D. (Professor of Medical Statistics,
University of London).

Professor A.J. Lewis, M.D., F.R.C.P. (Professor of Psychiatry, University
of London).

A. Massey, Esq., C.B.E.,-M.D., CH.B. (Chief Medical Officer, Ministry of

National Insurance).

P.I. McKinlay, Esq., M.D., F.R.S.(ED.) (Superintendent of Statistics,
General Registry Office, Edinburgh).

Professor N.C.W. Nixon, M.D., F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G. (Professor of Obstetrics
and Gynaecology, University of London).

W.N. Pickles, Esq., M.D., M.R.C.P. (In general practice; also Medical

Officer of Health, Aysgarth, Yorkshire).

A.H.T. Robb -Smith, Esq., M.D., M.R.C.S., M.R.C.P. (Nuffield Reader in

Pathology, University of Oxford).

Percy Stocks, Esq., C.M.G., M,D., F.R.C.P. (Chief Medical Statistician,
General Register Office).

Professor R.L. Tunbridge,-O.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P. (Professor of Medicine,
University of Leeds).

Sir Lionel Whitby, C.V.O., M.C., M.D., F.R.C.P. (Regius Professor of Physic,
Department of Medicine, University of Cambridge).

Miss A.L. Winner, B.Sc., M.D., M.R.C.S., M.R.C.P. (Medical Officer,
Ministry of Health).

The Secretary of the Committee is Mr. L.M. Feery, General Register
Office.

HAITI:

A National Committee of Bitatatistics has been established composed of:

Dr. Athémas BELLERIVE, Chairman

Dr. Charles DAMBREVILLE, Vice- Chairman

M. Armand AMISIAL, Secretary -General.
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CHILE:

According to information received on 30 June 1949 from Dr. Nacianceno
Romero, Director- General of Health, a National Committee on Vital'and Health
Statistics has been established consisting of representatives of the National
Bureaus of Health, Statistics, Civil Registry, Charity and Social Welfare, and

Social Prevision; the Workerst Insurance Fund, the Public Health School, the
Medical Society of Santiago, the Nutrition Society, and the National Employees!

Service.

MEXICO:

The National Committee on Demography and Health Statistics is formed by
representatives of the Departments of Statistics and Epidemiology of the Ministry
of Health and Welfare, the Departments of Social Statistics and Census of the
Ministry of Economics, the Department of Demography of the Ministry of the
Interior, the Statistical Section of the Army Health Bureau and the Social

Security Institute.

NORWAY:

A National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics, under the Chairmanship
of Dr. Axel StrAm., Professor in Preventive Medicine, Oslo University, has been
recently constituted, according to information received from Dr. Karl'Evang,

Director- General of Health of Norway.

THAILAND:

According to information received from Mr. phya Boriraksh Vejjakar, Minister
of Public Health, a National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics was created

at the end of 1949. The members of -this Committee are the representatives of

the Department of Medical Service, Department of the University of Medical Sciences,
Department of the Interior, all Military Medical Services, Railway Medical
Service, and the Secretary- Registrar of the Medical Council and the representative

of the Red Cross Society. The Deputy Director- General of Health is the Chairman

of the Committee, while the Director of the Division of Vital Statistics is the

Secretary as well as one of the members of the Committee.

BOLIVIA:

A permanent National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics has been set

up and is composed of the following officers: The Director of the Biostatistics

Department, Ministry of Health; the Chief of the National Service of Epidemiology;
the Chief of the Section of'Vital Statistics of the Bureau of Census, Ministry of
Finances; the Director -General of Social Welfare, Ministry of Labour; a repre-

sentative of the Army Health Services;, a representative of the Bolivian Institute

of Social Insurance; a representative of the Health Services of the General

Directibn of Police; a representative of the Bolivian Red Cross; and the Chief of
Statistics in the Medical Bureau of the National Committee of Sports.
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The tasks assigned to this Committee are: the study of methodological
problems in health statistics, the compilation and improvement of vital and
health statistics;. plans for the introduction of the new International Lists of
Diseases and Causes of Death; co- ordination of demographic statistics;

improvement of the Civil Registry; and notification of infectious diseases.

Further, communications have been received from the Governments of Sweden,
Salvador, Ireland, Burma, Saudi Arabia, Philippines, Bulgaria, Costa Rica, New
Zealand, India, Iran, Union of South Africa, the Hashemite Kingdom of Transjordan,
Greece, Switzerland, stating that on account of national arrangements already
existing for dealing with statistical matters the setting up of these kind of
national committees was not being contemplated in their respective nations or
that the recommendation will be borne in mind for future action.

._._

Now, as to the work accomplished by the existing National Committees, the
following notes give a brief account of the activities already developed as
communicated directly to the Secretariat of WHO or from other indirect sources:

UNITED STATES NATIONAL CVIMITTEE

The National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics has held two
meetings. The topics under consideration include.: the collection and improve-
ment of statistical reports on morbidity,. of hospital statistics, and of statis-
tical reports on infant and foetal mortality; plans for the introduction of the
International List of Diseases, Injuries, and Causes of Death; plans for the
training of coders in the use of the List; the adaptation of the List to the
needs of the armed forces and to the compilation of cancer statistics; method of
evaluating the efficacy of birth registration.

Further, the National Committee carried out very intensive work on the
problem of the definition and classification of stillbirth and abortion and its
report was carefully considered by the World Health Organization Subcommittee on
that subject, which met in Paris in February/March 1950, a great deal of it having
been adopted and incorporated in the report of the Subcommittee first and in the
report of the Expert Committee later, now submitted to the examination of the
Third World Health Assembly.

FRANCE:

The National Committee, under the Chairmanship of M. l'Inspecteur Général
'Rivet, has already had several meetings and carried out an extensive work.

Four Subcommittees were established for studying respectively:

1. The definition of stillbirth

2. The circumstances and aspects which might'influence a better
notification of cases of infectious diseases
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3. Demographic statistics in overseas territories

4. Application of the new International Lists for Statistical
Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death.

The National Committee has further considered the resolutions adopted by
the World Health Assembly regarding medical and health statistics and its
opinions were brought in due time to the knowledge of the WHO Subcommittees

dealing with the pertinent subjects.

ENGLAND AND WALES:

Details of the work done in this country by the equivalent bodies of the
National Committees have been referred to previously in this document.

CANADA:

The Committee up to the present time has considered the following topics:
plans for the introduction of the International List of Diseases, Injuries and
Causes of Death and for the training of coders in the use of the List; the

collection and improvement of hospital and morbidity statistics; the definition

of stillbirth and abortion; the demographic aspects of health statistics.

IñEXICO:

A plan of work is being formulated which will include the following topics:
the introduction of the International List of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of

Death; the training of coders in the use of the List; the improvement of the

Civil Registry; hospital statistics; statistical reports on morbidity; prob-
lems relating to the classification of causes of death; and general plans for

satisfying the requirements of the Nomenclature Regulations, 1948.

CHILE:

The Committee is considering the application of the International List of
Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death which will be adopted in Chile as of 1
January 1950, and has named a subcommittee to study the death certificate which
will be used for the registration of deaths.

VENEZUELA:

This Committee is under the Chairmanship of Dr. Dario Curiel. Studies

already undertaken or definitely planned for the future include definitions and
classifications concerning natality, morbidity and mortality statistics; the

relation of these statistics to the economic and occupational structure; the

functions of the Civil Registry with regard to these statistics; plans for
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testing the efficacy of birth registration in the 1950 Census; the intro-
duction of the International List of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death,
and the training of coders in the use of the List.

HAITI:

Work is in progress on plans for the introduction of the International List
of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, for the reporting of morbidity and
hospital statistics by private physicians and private hospitals, and on problems
of classification of the causes of death. The Committee also is considering a
project for testing the completeness of birth registration in the 1950 Census.
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ADDENDUM

Herewith the text of Annex 1 mentigned in document A3/83 .a

CONFERENCE FOR THE SIXTH DECENNIAL REVISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL

LISTS OF DISEASES AND CAUSES OF DEATH

.RESOLUTION No. 9

REGARDING NATIONAL COMMITTEES ON VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS

WHEREAS the needs by Health Organizations for current, reliable and comparable
data ;

WHEREAS the relatively primitive character of the National Statistics Mechanisms
for producing such data;

WHEREAS the intimate relationship between Vital Records, Vital Statistics,
Morbidity Statistics and Population Statistics; and

WHEREAS the advantages of developing a degree of international uniformity in
certain of these methods and procedures,

The Conference

RECOMMENDS

1. that all governments establish, either singly or jointly, national committees

on Vital and Health Statistics composed of representatives of administrations
entrusted with the compilation of such statistics;

2. that such national committees study broadly the problems of producing satis-

factory national and international statistics in the field of Health;

3. that these national committees also study the problems of producing Health
Statistics which are related to the family structure and to the Social- Economic,
and occupational background of the individual;

4. that these national committees in tropical regions pay particular attention
to the statistics needed for tropical diseases;

5. that these national committees in countries facing the problems of population
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pressure and malnutrition pay particular attention to the statis.tics.needéd' for. -these

problems;

6. that all national committees co- operate with schools of Medicine and Public
Health so as to come to grips with the problems of Statistical Education and Training
in the field of Vital and Health Statistics;

7. that in view of the interest signified by delegates from various countries at
the Conference :

(a) the competent authorities of Belgium, France, Switzerland study the question
of completeness and accuracy of Medical Certification of Causes of Death in
relation to the confidential character of the certificate;

(b) the competent authorities of Canada, and the United States of America
prepare an adaptation of the International Statistical Classification of Diseases,
Injuries, and Causes of Death, to the needs of Armed Services;

(e) the Canadian. and UOited States National Committees individually or jointly
pay particüla:r S tentto t' o the methods by which Health Statistics might be
interlinked with. other types of related statistics and in such a manner that they
will be based on a.knawledge of the characteristics and distribution of the
population;

(d) the Vital Statistics Administration of Switzerland, the United Kingdom and
the United -States of America study methods of presentation of Statistics of

Multiple Causes of Death;

(e) the competent authorities of Denmark, France, Norway, Switzerland and the
United Kingdom pay particular attention to the problem of Cancer Registers and
Statistics;.

(f) the competent authorities of the United Kingdom and of the United States of

America pay particular attention to the methods for obtaining reliable statistics
on the frequency and causes of foetal death (classification of periods of gesta-
tion under 28 weeks, classification of multiple causes, methods of certification);

(g) the competent authorities of France and India pay particular attentien,to
the problems of Morbidity and Mortality from tropical diseases;

(h) the competent authorities of Ecuador, India, Italy'and Venezuela study the
problems involved in the Statistics of Malaria morbidity;

8. that these national committees shall report their findings and recommendations,
from time to time, to an Expert Committc,_ surld Health Organization for inter-
national consideration, clearance of national viewpoints and co- ordination with the
interested statistical services of other inter - governmental organizations.


