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His Majesty's Government have, in recent years, been much concerned 
with the amount of injury, suffering and death that is caused by accidents in the 
home, and they think that other Members, faced with the same questions, may be 
interested to learn what has been done to measure the problem and the preliminary 
action taken in the United Kingdom to deal with it. What follows is a summary, 
necessarily extremely condensed, of a paper and two reports by the Standing 
Interdepartmental Committee on Accidents in the Home, which was set up by the 
Home Secretary in 19^7-

The Incidence^ of Accl_dents in:-̂ heJgonig 

Fatal accidents in the home are not recorded as such by the Registrar-
General, but his statistics of fatal accidents do show that each year about 
6,000 people in England and Wales die from accidents not known to be occupational 
and probably in dwelling places, and exaluding industrial and road accidents. 

The figures for 19^5-48 are : 

19^5 5,996 
19^6 6,287 
19^7 6,835 
19^8 5,746 + 
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(The average annual number of deaths from.- road accidents in the same 
period was rather more than ̂ +,000. This smaller figure has attracted more public 
attention than the larger figure of home accidents). 

The frequency of the main types of fatal accident is shown in the 
following table, which gives the average figures for the three years 19^6-48. 

Cause of death Male Female Total 
Falls 1,587 2,37^ 3,761 
Suffocation .. 556 • . . 367 923 
Burns and scalds . 2^9 502 751 
Poisoning by gas 178 230 4o8 
Electric currents 35 15 50 
Acute poisoning (not gas) 89 93 182 
Swallowing foreign body 36 29 65 
Crowning 27 18 ь 
Cuts or wounds 7 k 11 
Explosion 8 2 10 
Conflagrations 37 47 8b 

Totals 2,589 5,701 6,290 
rss=ser==5—«к =r 

(Note that the first three causes produce over, 85 $ of the total) 

For all therefore, there are more fatal accidents to females than to males j 
this is to be expected because women normally spend more time in the home and do 
more work there. On the other hand, for children under 15, 60 percent of the 
accidents are to boys. 

The mortality from falls is highest1 among old people, presumably because 
they are more liable to falls and less likely to recover from injury. 

Nearly twice as many females as males die from burns and scalds in the 
home. The evidence suggests (a) that the design of women's dress increases the risk 
and (b) that overcrowding increases the risk of scalding for young children, who are a 
particular risk in this group. ..... ..... 

Accidents not causing death 

Sound information about non-fatal accidents is less easy to obtain. The 
figures given below are based on the experience of the Birmingham Accident Hospital, 
which covers a wide industrial area and deals annually with some 5,000 domestic 
casualties. 
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A special survey showed that in 19^6 at least 3-1* percent of all 
residents in a small but crowded area near the hospital required treatment at 
the hospital for a domestic accident, (For children under ten years of age the 
percentage is 9). 

An analysis was also made of the 2,657 accidents treated at the hospital 
in eight months of I9I+6. The full analysis, which shows the relative incidence of 
different types of accident on different age-groups, is omitted to save space. Two 
simple relations are shown in the following figures : 

0 - 1 * 5 - 1 ^ 1 5 - 6 1 * 65+ 

Percentage age-distribution of 
population, Midland Region, 
of England and Wales 8 70 8 

Percentage age-distribution of 
accidents 22 16 53 9 

Type of Accident Number 

Injuries from falls 1,113 
Burns and Scalds 3^7 
Injuries due to contacts 959 
Other accidents 238 

2,657 

The information available about non-fatal accidents suggests : 

(a) that the fatal accidents are a small part of the total, 

(b) that the relative incidences shown by the fatal accident figures hold good 
for non-fatal accidents, except for old people for whom the relative 
mortality is increased by their smaller chance of recovery. 

(c) that the total of sickness and suffering caused by domestic accident, and 
the consequent burden on the health services of the country are serious 
and excessive. 

Types of preventive action considered 

The Committee referred to above began by dividing the causes of home 
accidents into six main heads as follows : 
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(a) Defective design of house or domestic equipment; 
(b) Misuse of properly designed equipment; 
(c) Failure to instal or use a recognised safeguard; ^ 
(d) Inflammable, poisonous or other dangerous liquids; 
(e) Other ignorance or lack of reasonable care; 
(f) Physical infirmity under reasonably safe conditions. 

The co-operation of manufacturers and distributors was clearly 
necessary on (a) and (b), It is not easy to see what can be done with (f) though 
some special precautions can be advised. The most promising course for prevention 
of the great bulk of domestic accidents seemed to be the education of the public, 
including young people. 

To deal with the design of domestic equipment and appliances the Committee 
has interviewed and secured the co-operation of manufacturers' and sellers' 
organisations and has sought to secure safety standards with the aid of the British 
Standards Institution. 

The Committee has also encouraged the good work done by unofficial 
organisations, notably by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents and by 
women's and child welfare organisations-. A serious handicap to the work of preventing 
accidents has been the shortage of information, and it has, therefore, been 
necessary to collect information from a wide range of sources. For this purpose : 

(a) Cuttings from national and local newspapers have bean collected by the Home 
Office and surveyed periodically by the General Register Office. Such 
cuttings can give no measure of incidence, but often show why accidents 
happen. 

(b) Special surveys have been made, such as that by the Birmingham Accident 
Hospital referred to above. 

(c) The Registrar-General has made arrangements for Coroners' reports on 
accidental deaths to be reported to the Committee. 

(d) The Social Survey hâve included a question about accidents in their 
• Sickness Survey. 

(e)' The- Committee hàs issued a special questionnaire to persons or Societies 
likely to have special' familiarity with accidents. 

(f) Conferences have been held with interested unofficial bodies. 
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The work already undertaken by unofficial organisations and by certain 
manufacturers and traders has been co-ordinated and encouraged. In particular the 
Committee has suggested that these bodies should try to interest journalists in 
the prevention of accidents so that, if possible, reports of accidents may be 
made instructive as well as dramatic. Safety propaganda has been introduced into 
suitable exhibitions - such as the Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition. Trailer films 
on falls and gas and electrical accidents have been prepared. 

It is not possible in a reasonable space to give more than the barest 
outline of the work being done; it is too early yet to expect statistical evidence 
of a reduction in accidents, but it is already clear that public interest in the 
question, which is the essential first step to control, is beginning to increase. 
His Majesty's Government will be pleased to give further information to any Member 
who asks for it through the WHO Secretariat, It appears to them that the Organisation, 
at no great cost in money or time, could very usefully stimulate interest in this 
problem, and help in the exchange of information between Members on the incidenca 
and causes of accidents in the home and on measures taken to reduce them. 


