
 

AFR/RC45/R5: Expanded Programme on Immunization: disease control goals, the 

 count-down has started 
 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

 Recalling various EPI resolutions adopted during the past few years, including resolutions 

AFR/RC42/R4, AFR/RC43/R8 and AFR/RC44/R7 on priority interventions for programme 

acceleration to achieve its goals; 

 

 Having considered the proposed strategies and activities for each epidemiological bloc, as 

part of the Regional EPI Plan of Action for 1996-2000; 

 

 Having examined the progress report by the Regional Director on the progress of the 

Expanded Programme on Immunization in the African Region; 

 

1. APPROVES the orientations provided for the immunization programmes in Africa in 

the Regional Director’s report; 

 

2. URGES Member States: 

 

(i) to develop their national strategic EPI Plans of Action to cover the period up to 

the Year 2000, which specify activities for social mobilization, integration and 

sustainability as well as budget needs and national resources allocations, to 

achieving the goals of eradication of poliomyelitis, elimination of neonatal 

tetanus, measles control and other EPI goals set for the 1990s; 

 

(ii) to plan and implement national immunization days and other supplemental 

immunization activities such as mopping-up where indicated, at least twice a 

year, preferably in a synchronized manner for countries in the same 

epidemiological bloc, not later than 1997; 

 

3. REITERATES its gratitude to Rotary International, the USA Centres for Disease 

Control, UNICEF, USAID, Canadian Public Health Association (CPHA) and other 

EPI partners for their support to EPI activities in Africa and invites other donors to 

further increase their contributions to the benefit of young African generations; 

 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to advocate EPI strategies for achieving the poliomyelitis eradication goal in 

the African Region, during his meetings with the Heads of State, political 

leaders and other high-level opinion leaders to ensure their commitment and 

support to national immunization programmes; 

 

(ii) to monitor the implementation of the EPI disease control strategies in the 

Eastern and Southern Africa epidemiological blocs and in some countries of 

other epidemiological blocs because their successes will be critical in 

increasing the effectiveness of the regional strategies, and in boosting 

poliomyelitis eradication and other diseases elimination/reduction initiatives in 

the entire Region; 

 

 



 

(iii) to strengthen collaboration with all international agencies, other donor 

organizations and other EPI partners, in order to achieve better coordination of 

policies and resources and to ensure efficiency and sustainability of 

immunization programmes; 

 

(iv) to report on progress to the forty-sixth session of the Regional Committee. 
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