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The problem before the Health Assembly is to determine the nature 
and extent of participation in regional organizations of territories 
situated in each region which are not responsible for their International 
relations. The nature and extent of participation by the Members 
responsible for the international relations of such territories in 
regional organizations is involved. 

The Constitution of the WHO recognizes that such territories may 
be divided into two categories: (l) Associate Members, (2) other 
territories which are not Associate Members. 

It provides that : 

(1) Territories or groups of territories not responsible for 
their international relations may be admitted as Associate Members 
by the Health Assembly upon application made on behalf of such ter-
ritory or group of territories by the Member or other authority 
having responsibility for their international relations; 

representatives of Associate Members to the Health Assembly 
should be qualified by their technical competence in the field of 
health and should be chosen from the native population; 

that the nature and extent of the rights and obligations of 
Associate Members shall be determined by the Health Assembly. 

(The First Health Assembly defined the rights and obligations 
of Associate Members in respect to the Central Organization and 
requested the Executive Board to make recommendations to the Second 
Health Assembly as to their rights and obligations in Regional 
Organizations (Official Records No. 13 Page 336-337). This 
question is now before the Second Health Assembly). 

(2) Territories or groups of territories which are not responsible 
for their international relations, and which are not Associate 
Members, shall have the right to be represented and to participate 
in regional committees. The nature and extent of the rights and 
obligations of these territories or groups of territories in 
regional committees shall be determined by .the Health Assembly in 
Consultation with the Member of other authority having responsibility 
for the international relations of these territories and with the 
Member States of the region. 
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The specific questions before the Committee on Constitutional 
questions to be determined ares 

(1) The rights and obligations of Associate Members in regional 
organizations; 

(2) The meaning of "Member State in the region" under article 47; 

(3) The rights and obligations in regional organizations of 
territories or groups of territories which are not Associate Members, 
and which are not responsible for their international relations. 

The working party on associate membership and other related questions 
has submitted a report and recommended a draft resolution to the Committee 
on Constitutional Questions (A2/CM/ll). 

The US Delegation submits the following amendment to this draft 
resolution: 

Strike out all that follows Article 1, and substitute the following: 

II 
Representatives of territories or groups of territories which are 
admitted as Associate Members in accordance with Article 8 of the 
Constitution shall have rights in regional organizations equivalent 
to those which have already been accorded them in the Health Assembly 
with the additional right to vote, except in plenary sessions of the 
Regional Committees. 

III 
Representatives of the territories or groups.of territories which are 
not Associate Members and which are not responsible for their 
international relations shall have the same rights in regional 
committees as representatives of Associate Members, or with the 
consent of the majority of the Member States in the region, such 
representatives shall have rights in regional commissions equal to the 
rights of representatives of Member States in the region, provided 
that the representatives of the territories or groups of territories, 
the conduct of whose international relations is the responsibility 
of the same Member State shall together have only one vote in the 
Regional Committee. 

IV 
The obligations in regional organizations of territories or groups 
of territories not responsible for their international relations 
which participate in regional committees shall be determined by the 
members in the region in consultation with the members responsible 
for the international relations of such territories. In recommending 
any additional appropriation under Article 50 (f) of the Constitution 
the Regional Committee shall take account of the difference and 
status between member states on the one hand and associate members 
and other territories or groups of territories not responsible for 
the conduct of their international relations on the other. 


