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REPUBLIC OF KOREA

SEOUL

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT February 15, 1949

Dear Sir,

The Government of the Republic of Korea hereby applies for membership in
the World Health Organization and solemnly pledges unreserved acceptance
of the obligations thereunto under the constitution of the World Health
Organization.

Korea was represented at the International Health Conference held in New

York in 1946 and also at the First Health Assembly in Paris in 1948
(probablement Genève). The representatives were sent by the Department
of Public Health and Welfare of the South Korean Interim Government before
the establishment of the Republic of Korea.

Korea, after nearly forty years of enemy occupation which suppressed any
activity which did not directly benefit the occupying pcwnr, is greatly
in need of assistance in elevating the health standard of her people. We

feel that in the programme of the World Health Organization there is hope
for millions, in Korea and throughout the world, who have never known a
standard of health permitting full application to tasks citizens must perform
if their livelihood and their nation's future are to be assured.

The Honourable Director -General
World Health Organization
Palace of Nations
Geneva.

UNITED NATIONS

LAKE SUCCESS,
NEW YORK
Reference: SG 82/03

Very sincerely yours,

sig. Syngman Rhee
President

30 March 1949

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit to you the attached copy of aaetter from the
President of the Republic of Korea, in which the Government of Korea
applies for membership in the World Health Organization. As the Republic
of Korea is not a Member of the United Nations, this application is subject
to the procedure provided for by Article 6 of the Constitution of the
World Health Organization.

I take this opportunity also to send you, for your information, a copy of
the Resolution of the General Assembly relating to the Problem of the
Independence of Korea, as well as a copy of the Report to the Security
Council by its Committee on Admission of New Members concerning the
application of the Republic of Korea for membership in the United Nations.

Dr. G.B. Chisholm,
Director -General

World Health Organization.

Palais des Nations

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

sgd. Byron Price

Acting Secretary- General
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Office of the Director -General

3 -2 -74 25 April 1949

Sir,

I have the'honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 30th

March 1949 (ref. SG 82/03; enclosing an application for membership in
the World Health Organizúti.on by the Republic of Korea together with
a copy of the Re.solútion of the-- Genaral _Assembly relating to the

Problem of the Independence of Korea and the Report to the Security
Council by its Committee on Admission of New Members.

1 should add that the Government of the Republic of Korea by
a letter of the same date as that addressed to the Secretary- General
made formal application to the World Health Organization for admission

to membership in accord-ance with Article 6 of the Constitution.

I h_ve the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Brock Chisholm, M.D.
Director -General

The Secretary- General,

UNITED NATIONS,
Lake Success,

Long Island; '

New York, U.S.A.

TRANSLATION

Office of the Chairman
National Assembly

Seoul

His Excellency
President Syngman Rhee

Dear Mr. President:

May 30, 1949

I have the honor to inform you that, the application for the
membership to the United Nations World Health Organization which

was presented by the Government to the National assembly for approval
as date April 27, 1949, has been approved by the .assembly at the
third plenary ceesion on May 25.

P. H. Shinicky

('h :>i. retar
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA

OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

SEOUL KOREA

Sir:

3 June 1949

I, on behalf of the people of Korea, have the honour to present you
my compliments and this Letter of gratitude.

Since your organization was found, it had done so much for the welfare
of human -race that its merits are fully appreciated throughout the world,
and all the people are looking forward its future work with a great

hope.

The Republic of Korea could set up her own government as an independant
country in August 1948, and is still on the way of its firm establishment
as a sovereign country being favored by the fervent assistance of the
friendly powers.

Among the difficulties and obstacles which we are confronted with, the
problem of national health is by no means neglectable, and I can hardly
thank you too much for the help which your organization has rendered to
us so far.

Now we are sincerely desirous to participate in your organization I can
assure you that Korea will faithfully fulfill the common obligation
assigned to the memberships of the World Health Organization when Korea
is honored to be one of the members of the organization through the good

offices and consideration of you and the member- countries.

Please be assured of my highest esteem and consideration.

Lee, Bum Suk
Prime Minister

The Honorable Chairman
World Health Organization
United Nations
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ANNEX V

TEXT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Extract from the Report of the United Nations Temporary
Commission on Korea (General Assembly, Official

Records: Third Session, Supplement No.9 A /575/Add.4)

Constitution of the Republic of Korea adopted by the Korean National

Assembly on 12 July 19481.

CONSTITUTION OF THE DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Preamble

We, the people of Korea, with a glorious tradition and history
from time immemorial, following the indomitable spirit of independence,
as manifested in the establishment of Tai Han Republic in the course of
the Sam -El independence movement,

Now at this time engaged in reconstructing a democratic,
independent country, are determined:

To consolidate national unity by justice, humanity, brotherly
love and the elimination of all kinds of social evils,

To offer equal opportunities to every person,

To provide for the ftallest development of the equality of each

individual in all fields of political, economic, social and cultural
life,

To permit every person to discharge his duties and responsibilities,

To promote the welfare of the people, to maintain permanent
international peace, and thereby to assure the Security, Liberty and
Happiness of ourselves and our posterity,

Do hereby ordain and establish this Constitution on the 12th day
of July in the year one thousand nine hundred and forty -eight in the
National Assembly composed of our freely and duly elected

representatives.

1A /AC .19 /W. 5 5 /Add .1
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CHAPTER I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Art.cle I

Korea shall be a democratic republic.

Article 2

The sovereignty of the Korean Republic shall reside in the
people as a whole. All State authority shall emanate from the people.

law.

Article 3

The requirements for Korean citizenship shall be determined by

Article 4

The territory of Korea shall consist of the Korean Peninsula and
its accessory islands.

Article 5

The democratic Republic of Korea shall guarantee liberty and
equality and the initiative of each individual in the fields of
political, social and economic life. It shall be responsible for
their protection and adjustment for the promotion of the public
welfare.

Article 6

The democratic Republic of Korea shall denounce all aggressive
wars. The mission of the.national military forces shall be to perform

the sacred duty of protecting the national territory.

Article 7

The duly ratified and published treaties and the generally
recognized rules of international law shall be valid as a binding
constituent part of the law of Korea. The status of aliens shall be
guaranteed within the scope of international law and international
treaties.

CHAPTER II

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF CITIZENS

Article 8

All citizens shall be equal before the law. ,No discrimination, in

any field of political, economic and social life, derived from sex,
religion, or social position çh11 exist. Privileged status shall not
be recognized, nor shall ever be established inthe future. The

bestowment of badges, medals and other decorations shall confer to its
bearer only personal honours and no privileged status shall b'
established.
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Article 9

All citizens shall have personal freedom and no citizen shall be

arrested, detained, searched, tried, punished, or subject to compulsory
labour unless according to law. No citizen shall be arrested, detained
or searched except by warrant of a judge. In case a person is ap-

prehended flagranto delicto or in case of danger that a person under
suspicion may escape or destroy evidence, the detecting authority may
ask for an ex post facto warrant of arrest in accordance with the pro-
visions of law. The right to receive assistance from counsel and the
right to request the court for examination of the legality of an ap-

prehension shall be guaranteed.

Article 10

All citizens shall be free from "limited residence`', restrictions

on domicile or restrictions on change of domicile, trespasses upon and
the searching of private premises other than specified by law.

Article 11

The privacy of correspondence of all citizens shall remain inviolate
and shall not be interfered with except in accordance with law.

Article 12

All citizens shall enjoy freedom of religion and conscience. No

State religion shall exist. Religion shall be independent from politics.

Article 13

Citizens shall not be subjected to any restrictions on the free
domof speech, Press, assembly and association except as specified by
law.

Article 14

All citizens shall have freedom of science and art. Rights of
authors, inventors and artists shall be protected by law.

Article 15

The right of property shall be guaranteed. Its nature and

restrictions shall be defined by law. The exercise of property rights
shall conform to the public welfare. Expropriation, use or restriction
of private property for public purposes shall be accompanied by due
compensation in accordance with the provisions of law.

Article 16

All citizens shall be entitled to equal opportunity, for education.

At least elementary education shall be compulsory and free of charge.
The educational system shall be determined by law and all educational
institutions shall be placed under the supervision of the State.

Article 17

All citizen« shall have the , ^ight and duty to work. The standards
of the conditions of labour shall be determined by law. Special
protection shall be extended to the labour of women and children.
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Article 18

Freedom of association, collective bargaining and collective
action of labourers shall be guaranteed within the limits of the law.
Workers employed in profit- making private enterprises shall be entitled
to share in the profits of such enterprises in accordance with the

provisions of law.
Article 19

Citizens who are incapable of making a living because of old age,
infirmity or incapacity to work shall be entitled to protection by the
State in accordance with the provisions of law.

Article 20

Marriages shall be based on the equality of men and women. The

purity of marriage and the health of the family shall receive special
protection of the State.

Article 21

.,. All citizens shall have the right to submit written petitions to
each Government agency and the Government shall be obliged to examine
such petitions.

Article 22

All citizens shall have the right tobe tried in accordance with
the law by judges whose status has been determined by law -.

Article 23

No citizen shall be prosecuted for a criminal act unless such act
constituted a crime prescribed by law at the time at which it was

committed nor shall he be placed in double jeopardy.

Article 24

All defendants in criminal cases shall have the right to be tried
in public_ without delay unless there is proper reason for not doing so.
When a defendant in a criminal case who has been detained is found not
guilty he may, in accordance with the provisions of law, request
compensation from the Government.

Article 25

All citizens shall have the right to elect Government officials
in accordance with the provisions of law.

Article 26

All citizens shall have the right to assume public office in
accordance with the provisions of law.

Article 27

Public officials shall be the trustees of the sovereign people and
shall at all times be responsible to the people. All citizens shall
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have the right to petition for the removal of public officials who
acted unlawfully. Citizens who suffered damages by unlawful acts of

public officials in the exercise of their official duties may request
compensation from the Government or the public corporate bodies concerned,
provided that the civil or criminal liability of the public officials

concerned shall not be exempted thereby.

Article 28

Liberties and rights of the people shall not be ignored for the
reason that they are not enumerated in this Constitution. A law
imposing restrictions upon the Liberties and rights of citizens shall
be enacted only where such law is deemed necessary for the maintenance
of public order and welfare of the community.

Article 29

All citizens shall have the duty to pay taxes in accordance with
the provisions of law.

Article 30

All citizens have the duty to defend the national territory in
accordance with the provisions of law.

CHAPTER III

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Article 31

The legislative power shall be exercised by the National Assembly.

Article 32

The National Assembly shall be composed of members elected by
universal, direct, equal and secret votes. The details for the election
of the members of the National Assembly shall be determined by law.

Article 33

The term of the members of the National Assembly shall be four
years.

Article 34

The National Assembly shall convene each year on the twentieth day
of December. Should that day fall on a public holiday, the National
Assembly shall assemble on the following day.

Article 35

In case of an extraordinary necessity the Speaker of the National
Assembly shall summon a special session of the National Assembly upon the
request of the President or upon the request of not less than one - fourth

of the members of the National Assembly. The National Assembly shall
convene immediately if there should arise a cause requjr1ngthe election
of the President or Vice- President during a recess of the National Assembly.
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Article 36

The National Assembly shall elect its Speaker and two Vice -Speakers.

Article 37

Unless otherwise provided in this Constitution or the rules of the
National Assembly attendance of a majority of the members duly qualified
and seated and the vote of a majority of the members present shall be
necessary for acts of the National Assembly. The Speaker shall have the
right to participate in voting and to break a tie vote.

Article 38

The proceedings of the National Assembly shall be open to the
public but a closed session may be held by a resólution of the National

Assembly.

Article 39

Bills may be introduced by the members of the National Assembly
or the Government.

Article 40

Bills passed by the National Assembly shall be sent to the
Government, and the President shall, within fifteen days, promulgate the
law. In case of objection the President shall return the bill to the

National Assembly for re- consideration with a statement of the reasons of
his objections. If, in the presence of two -thirds of the members duly
elected and seated, the bill is confirmed on re- consideration by two -
thirds of the.members present, such bill shall be determined'to be a law.
If a bill is not returned within fifteen days after it has been presented
to the Government, the same shall become law. The President shall have
the duty to proclaim without delay a law which has been determined under
the foregoing paragraph. A law shall be effective twenty days after the
date of proclamation unless otherwise stipulated.

Article 41

The National Assembly shall consider and decide upon budgets.

Article 42

The National Assembly shall have the right to consent to treaties,
concerning international organizations, peace treaties, treaties
pertaining to mutual aid, commercial treaties, treaties financially
incumbent on the state of the people, treaties related to legislative
affairs, and declare war against a foreign State.

Article 43

The National Assembly shall demand, if necessary, documents;
subpoena witnesses and receive testimonies or opinions for purposes of
supervision and inspection.

Article 44

The Prime Minister, Ministers and their representatives shall be
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authorized to attend, state their opinion, and answer questions at the

meetings of the National Assembly. Whenever requested by the National

Assembly, the Prime Minister, Ministers and their representatives are
obliged to attend a meeting cf the National Assembly and to answer

questions.

Article 45

The National Assembly shall investigate the qualifications of its
members, establish its own rules of procedure and decide on
disciplinary punishments of its members. The concurrence of two -thirds

of the members duly qualified and seated shall be necessary for the
expulsion of a member of the National Assembly.

Article 46

In the event the President, Vice- President, Ministers, the head of
the Board of Audit, judges and other public officials as determined by
law violate, in the exercise of their official duties, provisions of this
Constitution or other laws, the National Assembly may resolve to impeach
them. A motion for impeachment shall be signed by no less than fifty
members of the National Assembly. Attendance of two -thirds of the members
of the National Assembly duly elected and seated and the vote of two -

thirds or more of the members present shall. be necessary to institute
impeachment.

Article 47

An Impeachment Court shall be established by law for the purpose of
hearing impeachment cases. The Impeachment Court shall be presided over
by the Vice -President and five justices of the Supreme Court, and five
members of the National Assembly shall serve as associate judges. When
the President or Vice -President is tried the Chief Justice shall preside.

The concurrence of two -thirds of the judges is required for impeachment.
A judgment in case of impeachment shall not extend further than removal
from office; but the party convicted shall not be exempted from civil or
criminal responsibility.

Article 48

No member of the National Assembly can be a member of any provincial
council.

Article 49

When the National Assembly is in session no member of the National
Assembly shall be arrested or detained without the consent of the
National Assembly except when apprehended flagrante delicto. In case the
apprehension of a member has been made before the convocation of the

National Assembly, such member shall be released during the session in
case the National Assembly so requests.

Article 50

No member of the National Assembly shall be held responsible to
anyone outside of the. Assembly for any statement or vote occurring within
the Assembly.
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CHAPTER IV

GOVERNMENT

Section .I - President

Article 51

The President of the Republic shall be the head of the executive

branch of the Government and shall represent the Republic vis -a -vis

foreign Powers.

Article 52

In case the President is unable to execute his office for any

reason, the Vice- President shall act for him and in case both the

President and Vice - President are unable to perform their duties, the
Prime Minister shall act for the President.

Article 53

The President and Vice- President shall be elected by the National
Assembly by secret.ballót. The election'of the President and Vice -
President shall be determined by the concurring vote of two -thirds of
the members of the National Assembly in the presence of two -thirds of the

members duly elected and. seated. In case no candidate receives two- .

thirds of the votes a second ballot shall be taken. In case no candidate
receives two -thirds of the votes in the second ballot a run -off

balloting shall be conducted between the two candidates'who received
the highest number of votes, and the candidates who received the '

plurality of the votes in the run -off balloting shall be elected.

Article 54

Before President assumes this office he shall take the following
oath:

"I do solemnly swear before the nation that I shall observe the
Constitution, promote the welfare of the people, defend the State and

shall faithfully execute the office of President."

Article 55

The President and Vice -President shall hold office for four years.
Consecutive re- election shall be permissible for one time only. The term

of office of the Vice -President shall begin and end simultaneously with

that of the President.

Article 56

The election for the President and Vice- President shall be held not
later than thirty days before the expiration of the term of the preceding
President and Vice - President. The vacancy of the President or Vice-
President shall be filled without delay by election in the National
Assembly.

Article 57

When in time of civil war, or in a dangerous situation arising from

foreign relations, or in a case of a natural calamity, or on account of a
grave economic or .financial. crisis it is! ñécessary to take urgent measures
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for the maintenance of public order and security, the President shall

have the right to issue orders having the effect of law or to male
necessary financial dispositions; provided, however, that the President
shall exercise such powers exclusively if time is lacking for the

convocation of the National Assembly.

Such orders or dispositions shall be reported without delay to the
National Assembly for confirmation, If confirmation of the National
Assembly is not obtained, such orders or dispositions shall lose their
effect, thereupon, ax.d the Fresideiit shall announce it without delay.

Article 58

The President may issue orders within the framework of the powers

delegated to him and orders necessary for the enforcement of laws.

Article 59

The President shall conclude and ratify treaties, declare war, make
peace, and receive and accredit diplomatic representatives of foreign
countries.

Article 60

The President may address the National Assembly or express his
opinion on important national affairs by written messages.

Article 61

The President shall be the Commander -in -Chief of the National
Military Forces.

The organization and formation of the National Military Force shall
be determined by law.

Article 62

The President shall appoint and remove Government officials in
accordance with the Constitution and the law.

Article 63

The President shall have the power to grant pardons, mitigation of

punishment and restoration of rights, in accordance with the provisions
of law.

Article 64

The President shall proclaim a state of siege in accordance with the
provisions of law.

Article 65

The President shall confer decorat.i on an(i cxt,7rnd ther honours-or

awards.
Article 66

The acts of the President pertaining to State affairs shall be
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executed in written documents and all such documents shall be counter -

signed by the Prime Minister and the Minister concerned.

The foregoing paragraph applies equally to acts of the President
pertaining to military affairs.

Article 67

The President shall not be charged with criminal offense during his
tenure of office except in case of treason.

Section II - State Council

Article 68

The State Council shall act as a collegiate body. It shall be

composed of the President, the Prime Minister and other Ministers and shal_
decide on important national policies which come within the scope of the
powers of the President-.

Article 69

The President shall appoint the Prime Minister with the consent of

the National Assembly. When the National Assembly convenes after a
general election the appointment of the Prime Minister shall be confirmed
by the National Assembly. The Ministers shall be appointed by the

President. The total number of Ministers shall not be more than fifteen
and not less than eight. No military personnel shall be appointed Prime
Minister or Minister unless he has resigned from active service.

Article 70

The meetings of the State Council shall be presided over by the

President.

The Prime Minister shall assist the President and shall be the
vice -chairman of the State Council.

Article 71

The decisions in the meetings of the State Council shall be by
majority vote. The President shall have the right to vote and to break
a tie vote.

Article 72

The following matters shall be referred to the State Council for
decision:

1. Fundamental plans and policies concerning national affairs;

2. Proposed treaties, declaration of war, conclusion of peace,
and other important foreign policy;

3. Proposed amendments to the Constitution, bills and orders of the
President.

4. Proposed budgets, reports to the Board of Audit, urgent
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financial dispositions, and the defrayment of the reserve fund;

5. Matters pertaining to the a e quest of convening the National

Assembly for an extraordinary session;

6. Proposed proclamation and termination of a state of siege;

7. Important military affairs;

ff. Conferment of honours and grant of pardon, mitigation of

punishment.or restoration of rights;

9. Matters referring to the liaison between departments of the

executive branch and determination of their jurisdiction;

10. Examination of petitions submitted or referred to the

Government;

11. Appointment and removal of justices of the Supreme Court,
Procurator General, the Head of the Board of Audit, the President of
the National University, Ambassadors, Ministers, the highest ranking
officer of the National Military Force, the Chief of Staff and other
public officials and the managers of important national enterprises

designated by law;

12. Establishment and operation of important policies of the

various branches of the executive branch of the Government; and

13. Other matters presented by the Prime Minister or the Ministers.

Section III - Executive Departments

Article 73

The heads of the departments of the executive branch shall be
appointed by the President from among the Ministers.

The Prime Minister shall, under the orders of the President, control
and supervise the heads of the departments; he shall take charge of
administrative affairs not assigned to any particular department.

Article 74

The Prime Minister and the head of each executive department may,
by virtue of their implied authority or by special delegation, issue
"Orders of the Prime Minister" or Department Orders respectively,
concerning affairs in their agencies.

Article 75

The organization and function of each department of the executive
branch shall be determined by law.

CHAPTER V

COURTS

Article 76

The judicial power shall be vested in the courts composed of judges.
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The organization of the Supreme Court and the lower courts Ghal'i.
determined by law. The qualification of judges shall be determined by
law.

Article 77

The judges of the court shell judge independently in accordance
with the Constitution and the law_

Article 78

The Chief Justice of the_Supreme Court shall be appointed by the
President with the consent of the National Assembly,

Article 79

The tenw.re of the judges shall be ten years and the judges may be
reappointed in accordance w ith the law.

Article 80

Judges shall not be dismissed, suspended from office or have their
salaries reduced except by impeachment or criminal or disciplinary
punishment

Article 81

The Supreme Court shall have jurisdiction to decide finally whether
administrative orders and regulations, and dispositions, are consistent
with the Constitution and the laws

'Whenever the decision of the case: depends on the determination of

the constitutionality of a law, the court shall proceed in accordance
with the decision of the Constitution Committee:.

The Vice -President shall be the Chairman of the Constitution

Ccmmittee and five justices of the Supreme Court and five Members of the
National Assembly shall serve as .members of the Constitution Committee.
A decision holding that a law is unconstitutional requires à two- thirds
majority of'the Consttution Committee. The' organization and the rules

of procedure cf the Constitution Committee shall be determined by law.

Article 82

The Supreme Court may establish internal regulations of the court
and rules pertaining to routine matters.

.

Article 83

The triai and the.anaouncement of judgment shall be open to.the
public but may be closed to the public by a decision of the court when
it is considered to disturb public peace and order o.-. to be dangerous
to public morals.
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CHAPTER VI

ECONOMY

Article 84

The principle of the economic order of the Korean Republic shall
be to realize social justice, to meet the basic demands of all citizens
and to encourage the development of a balanced economy.

Within the limits of the foregoing paragraph. the economic freedom
of each individual shall be guaranteed.

Article 85

Mines and other important mineral resources, marine resources, water
power and natural powers which may be utilized economically shall be
owned by the State. In order to utilize and develop such resources,

licenses shall, in case of public necessity, be granted for a limitad
period to private persons in accordance with the provisions of law and
shall be cancelled in accordance with the provisions of law.

Article 86

Farmland shall be distributed to self- tilling farmers. The method
of distribution, the extent of possession, and the nature and
restrictions of ownership shall be determined by law."

Article 87

Important transportation and communication enterprises, financial
and insurance institutions, electricity, irrigation, water supply, gas

and any enterprises having public character, shall be managed by the
Government or by juridical persons of public law. When respired by
public necessity such enterprises shall be licensed to private
individuals in accordance with the provisions of law and licenses shall
be cancelled in accordance with the provisions of law.

Foreign trade shall be under the control of the Government.

Article 88

In order to meet urgent necessities of national defense or national
life, private enterprises shall be transferred to State or public

ownership, or their management shall be placed under control or

supervision of the State or juridical persons of public law, when it is
deemed urgently necessary in accordance with provisions of law.

Article, 89

Article 15, paragraph 2, of this Constitution shall be applicable
to the cancellation of a license, the expropriation, use or restriction
of property as provided in Articles 85 -88.

CHAPTER VII

FINANCE

Article 90

The items and rates of all taxes shall be determined by law.
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Article 91

The Government shall submit to the National Assembly at the
beginning of each annual meeting for decision a budget covering all
revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year.

In case-a special disbursement covers a period of more than one
year, such disbursement shall be established by the National Assembly
as a continual fund.

The National Assembly shall neither increase items of expenditure,
nor establish new items of expenditure without the concurrence of the

Government,

Article 92

The raising of a national loan or the conclusion of any contract

incumbent upon the National Treasury outside the national budget shall
be subject to a decision of the National Assembly.

Article 93

The creation of a reserve fund for unforeseen expenditures outside
of the budget, or for any disbursement in excess of the budget, shall be
decided by the National Assembly in advance; the disbursement of the
reserve fund shall be confirmed by the subseopent session of the National
Assembly.

Article 94

The National Assembly shall enact the annual budget before the
beginning of the fiscal year. In case the budget cannot be enacted in
time on account of unavoidable reasons, the National Assembly shall
estsblish a temporary budget for a period not exceeding the first month
of the'fiscal year and the regular budget shall be enacted within this
period.

Article 95

The counts of revenue and disbursement of the State shall be
investigated annually by the Board of Audit.

The Government shall submit to the National Assembly, in session
the following year, a statement of accounts together with the auditing

report of the Board of Audit. The organization and functions of the
Board of Audit shall be determined by law.

CHAPTER VIII

LOCAL AUTONOMOUS ORiGANIZATIONS

Article 96

Local autonomous organizations shall manage their property and
perform their administration within the framework of laws and orders and
shall perform such additional tasks as are delegated to them by law.
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Local autonomous organizations may establish self-governing
regulations within the framework of laws and orders.

Article 97

The organization and operation of local autonomous organizations

shall be determined by law. There shall be a Board or Council set up

in each local autonomous organization.

The organization and authority of the local councils and the

election of its members shall be determined by law.

CHAPTER IX

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

Article 98

A motion to amend the Constitution shall be introduced either by
the President or by one -third or more of the members of the National

Assembly duly elected and seated. Proposed amendments to, the

Constitution shall be announced by the President to the public. The

period for an announcement as prescribed in the foregoing paragraph shall
not be less than thirty days.

The decision on the amendment to the Constitution repaires the
concurrence of more than two -thirds of the members of the National

Assembly duly elected and seated.

When an amendment to the Constitution has been adopted the President

shall promulgate it immediately.

CHAPTER X

SUPPLEMENTARY RULES

Article 99

This Constitution shall be in effect from the date of its
promulgation so declared by the Speaker of the National Assembly which
enacted this Constitution. However, those provisions which can be made

effective only after the enactment of supplementary laws shall become
effective from the date at which such a supplementary law becomes
effective.

Article 100

Existing laws and ordinances shall be in effect to the extent that
they do not conflict with this Constitution.

Article 101

The National Assembly which enacted the Constitution may establish
a special law dealing with the punishment of malicious anti -national acts
committed prior to 15 August 1945.

Article 102

The National Assembly which enacted this Constitution shall exercise
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the powers of the National Assembly as prescribed in this

Constitution; the terms of its members shall be two years from
the date of the convocation of the National Assembly.

Article 103

Government officials who are holding positions at the effective
date of this Constitution shall continue their duties until such time
as their successors shall be elected or appointed according to this
Constitution.
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TELEGRAM FROM TPE UNITED NATIONS
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D, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA. AN APPRAISAL

Extract from the Report of the United Nations

Temporary Commission on Korea
(General Assembly, Official Records: Third Session,

Supplement No,9 A/575/lldd.3)

30.. In view of the short time which has elapsed since the
formation of the Korean Government on 5 August 1948, it is difficult
to determine to what extent the Government as established by the

National Assembly will be able to meet the desire of the people for
unification and to justify its claim that it is the Government of the

Republic of Korea with sovereignty Over the whole of Korea.

31. On the latter question, there are divergent views. On the one
hand, it is contended that the Government, as now constituted in
Seoul, can be regarded as the- Government envisaged in the resolutions
of the General Assembly- The representatives .who constituted the
National Assembly were elected under the observation of the

Commission. The results of the elections were declared valid by
the Commission. At the request of the National Assembly; and
subsequently of the Government which was established in accordance
with the Constitution adoptod.hy the Assembly, the Commission entered
into consultations with them.: Furthermore, effective.. admLai-stration

,

of the territory has been transferred to this Government by the

United States Government. Thus it may be reasonably contended that
this Government is entitled to de jure recognition.

32. As against this view,, it is contended that the Government -as. __

now constituted_ ixt_Seoul cannot_ be regarded as the Government

envisaged in the resolutions of the General Assembly of 14 November
1947. Since the people residing in North Korea did not participate
in the elections of 10 May i948, the Assembly, as elected, was
incomplete amid could not establish a National Government as envisaged
in the General Assemblys resolutions. Moreover, the Government
which was established is not by itself in a position to extend its
jurisdiction over the whole of Korea.

33. Furthermore, in order to enable the Government as now
constituted to carry on a programme of economic rehabilitation, for
some time to come it would recuire economic aid and technical
assistance from outside sources,40

34. Following the establishment of the Government, the United
States Government entered into an agreement for the transfer of
governmental authority to which reference is made in paragraph 15.
In addition, the National Assembly, on 18 September 1948, approved the
Interim Financial and Property Settlement Agreement with the
Government of the United States of America 41 which provided for the

40
AjAC .19/ +r,59.

41
A/1C .19/94 .
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transfer to the Government of the Republic of Korea of properties and
assets formerly held by the United States Government.

35. As to the international status of the Korean Government,
several Governments, have taken preliminary steps toward recognition.

In a statement made public in Nanking on 12 August 1948, the
Foreign Minister, of China stated in part:42

"After due consideration of all factors involved, the Chinese
Government deems it both as its right and as its obligation to
establish immediate relations with the Government of.Korea. - I am

happy to announce that, pending discussion of the Coimission's report
to the General Ae sembly of the United Nations, and in the spirit of
unity and friendship between the two peoples, the Chinese Government
accords provisional recognition to the Government of Korea..."

The Government of the United States of America, in a statement
released through the State Department in Washington on 12 August 1948,
declared in part:43

"It is the view of the United States Government that the Korean
Government so established is entitled to be regarded as the Government
of Korea envisaged by the General Assembly resolutions of
14 November 1947. Pending consideration by the General Assembly
at its forthcoming third session of the report of the United Nations
Temporary Commission on Korea, the United States, pursuant to its
responsibility as occupying Power, is sending to Seoul a Special
Representative who will be authorized to carry on negotiations with
that Government, in consultation with the United Nations Temporary
Commission on Korea, concerning the implementation of the further
provisions set forth in paragraph 4 of the second of the General
Assembly resolutions of 14 November 1947..."

In a message dated 19 August 1948, the President of the
Philippines extended to the President of the Republic of Korea "the
sincerest wishes of the Republic' of the Philippines for the success
of the new State of Korea and the continued prosperity.and well being
of the Korean people." statement made public by the Department of
Foreign Affairs on 23 August 1948 declared in part:

"The Philippine Government feels that the now Korean Government,
established following an election under a group of observers from the
United Nations Temporary Comii scion on Korea on 10 May of this year,
should be recognized as the Government of Korea in accordance with
the resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted
on 14 November 1947."

42 A/AC,19/W.58/Add,l.

43 A/AC.19/89/Add.3.
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U.N. DOCUMENT A/788, da-.red 9 De..ember 1943

THE PROBLEM OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF KOREA:

REPORTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS TEMPORAPY COM1VISSION ON KOREA

AND TIE INTERIM COIS ITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Report cf the First Committee

Rapporteur: Mr. Selim SARPER (Turkey)

1. At its 112th plenary meeting, held on 14 November 1947, the
General Assembly adopted two resolutices (112 (II), A and B) on
the problem of the independence of Korea, and established a United
Nations Temporary Commission on Korea,

2. In accordance with its terms of reference as provided in the
General Assembly ;s resolutions the United Nations Temporary
Commission on Korea submitted a report to the General Assembly

(A/575, A /575 /Adds. 1 to

3. As a consequence of the negative results of approaches by the
Temporary Commission to the military authorities in North Korea
and to the Governments of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic; for the purpose pf
obtaining the co-operation of the military autherities in North
Korea, the Temporary Commission decided, on 6 February 1948, in
accordance with paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 112 II, B,
to consult with the Interim Committee of the General Assembly with
respect to the application cf that resolution in the light of
developments.

4. The Interim Committee submitted a report to the Ceneral Assembly
on the above consultations by the Temporary Commission (A /583) .

5. At its 142nd plenary meeting, held on 24 September 1948, the
General Assembly decided to refer this question to the First Committee
for consideration and report.

6. The First Committee c ris :. iered the q ue e Lion at its 200th and at

its 230th to 235th meetings inclusive.

7. At the 200th meeting, on 15 November 1948e the Committee rejected
a proposal by the represenbative of ezechoslo akia that it should, at
that time, consider his draft. resolution (A /C. /367) proposing that
the delegation of the Korean People's Democratic Republic should be
invited to participate in the discussion on this question. After
further debate at the 229th and 230th meetings on 6 December 1948, -
the Committee re jec `, d tk_e eciics! ovak draft resolution by 34 votes
to 6, with 8 abstentions, The voting was as follows

In favour: Ukrainian Soviet Soci i_ist Republic, Union of
Sovi c.2- Cn:- i a'1 i5t V'úevsiûvla, Byelo-
russian Soviet Soc;ai .. st Republic Czechoslovakia,,

Polend_ ,
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Against: S am, Turkey, Union of Sou da Africa, United

K. ngdom, United States of .,merica, Uruguay,
A; stralia $ele.Ltue, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China,

';olombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican
?epublic, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France,
}reece, Haiti, Honduras, India, Liberia, Luxem-

eourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, pakistan,
.)araguay, Peru, Philippines.

Abstaining: Sweeen, Syria, Venezuela; Yemen, Afghanistan,
Burr,. a, Iran, Iraq.

8. At the 230th meeting, by 39 votes to 6, with 1 abstention, the
Committee adopted a Chinese draft resolution (A/C.1/395) inviting
the delegation of the Government of the Republic of Korea, under
the Chairmanship of La. John M. Chang, to participate, without the
right to vote, in the Committeels debate on this question. It was
also agreed, without objection, to invite the Rapporteur of the
United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea to present its report.

9 The Committee held its general debate on the question at its
231st to 235th meetings inclusive, and the following draft resolutions
were submitted:

(a) A joint draft resolution proposed by Australia, China and
the United States of America (A /C : l/426) which, inter alia,

approved the conclusions of the reports of the Temporary .

Commission and established a nevi Commission on Korea.

(b) A draft resolution proposed by the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, (A /C.1 /427/Corr,l) which, inter al a, reeolved that

the United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea should be
abolished.

10. At the 236th meeting, on 8 December 1948, these two draft
resolutions were put to the vote with the following results:

(a) The joint draft resclution of Australia, China and the
United States of America was adopted by 41 votes to 6, with 2
abstentions.

(b) By a vote of 41 to none, with 1 abstention, the Committee
adopted a proposal by the representative of the United States of
America to insert the words tithe same Member States w,aich composed

the United Nations Temporary Commission. cr. Korea" to complete
the introductory sentence of the fourth operative paragraph of
the joint draft resolution of Australia, China and the United
States of America. The representatives cf the Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia; pola.d, the Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, and Yugoslavia did not take part in the vote, and the
representative of the Ukrainian ,Soviet Socialist Republic stated
that his Government would not take part in any act ivites of the

Commission provided for in the drat resclution.-.

(c) The draft resolution of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics was rejected by -2 vc ces to 6, with 3 abstentions,
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11. The First Committee recd upends the adopt. on by the General
Assembly of the following res) lutions:

THE PROBLEM OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF KOREA.

THE GENERAL ASSEPBLY,

HAYING REGARD to it3 resolution 112 (II) of 14 November
1947 concerning the problem of the independence of Korea,

HAVING CONSIDERED tae report of the United Nations Temporary
Commission on Korea (hereinafter referred to as the ',Temporary
Commission"), a.zd the report of the Interim Committee of the
General Assembl.f regarding its consultation with the Temporary
Commission,

MINDFUL of the fact that, due to difficulties referred to
in the report of the Temporary Commission, the objectives set
forth in. the resolution of 14 November 1947 have not been
fully accomplished, and in particular that unification of
Korea has not yet been achieved,

1. APPROVES the conclusions of the reports of the
Temporary Commission;

2. DECLARES that there has been established a lawful
government (the Government of the Republic of Korea) having
effective control and jurisdiction over that part of Korea
where the Temporary Commission was able to observe and consult
and in Which the great majority of the people of all Korea
reside; that this Government is based on elections which were
a valid expression of the free will of the electorate of that
part of Korea and Which were observed by the Temporary Commission;
and that this is the only such Government in Korea;

3. RECOMMENDS that the occupying Powers should withdraw
their occupation forces from Korea as early as practicable;

4. RESOLVES that, as a means to the full accomplishment
of the objectives set forth in the resolution of 14 November 1947,
a Commission on Korea, consisting of the same Member States which
composed the United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea; should -

be established to continue the work of the Temporary Commission
and carry out the provisions of the present resolution, having
in mind the status of the Government of the Republic of Korea
as herein defined, and in particular to:

(a) Lend its good offices to bring about the unification
of Korea and the integration of all Korean security forces
in accordance with the principles laid down by the General
Assembly in the resolution of 14 November 1947;

(b) Seek to facilitate the removal of barrier: to
economic, social and other friendly intercourse caused by
the division of Korea;

(c) Be available for observation and consultation in the
further development of representative government based on
thu .E eely expressed will of the people;
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(d) Observe the actual withdrawal of the occupying
forces and verify the fact of withdrawal when such has
occurred: and for this purpose, if it so desires, request
the assistance of military experts of the two occupying
powers;

5. DECIDES that the Commission:

(a) Shall within thirty days of the adoption of the
present resolution, proceed to Korea, where it shall
maintain its seat;

(b) Shall be regarded as having superseded the Temporary
Commission established by the resolution of 14 November
1947;

(c) Is authorized to travel, consult and observe through-

out Korea;

(d) Shall determine its own procedures;

(e) May consult with the Interim Committee with respect
to the discharge of its duties in the light of developments,
and within the terms of the present resolution;

(f) Shall render a report to the next regular session of
the General Assembly and to any prior special session which
might be called to consider the subject matter of the present
resolution, and shall render such interim reports as it may
deem appropriate to the Secretary -General for distribution
to Members;

6. REQUESTS that the Secretary- General should provide
the Commission with adequate staff and facilities, including
technical advisers as required; and authorizes the Secretary -
General to pay the expenses and per diem of a representative
and an alternate from each of the States members of the
Commission;

7. CALLS UPON the Member States concerned, the Government
of the Republic cf Korea, and all Koreans to afford every
assistance and facility to the Commission in the fulfilment of
its responsibilities;

S. CALLS UPON Member States to refrain from any acts
derogatory to the results achieved and to be achieved by the
United Nations in bringing about the complete independence and
unity of Korea;

9. RECOMMENDS that Member States and other nations, in
establishing their relations with the Government of the Republic
of Korea, take into consideration the facts set out in para-
graph 2 of the present resolution.
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195 (III). THE PROBLEM OF TH>, INDEPENDENCE OF KOREA

(Extract of the Resolutions,
Official Records of the Third Session of the

General Assembly of the United Nations)

The General Assembly,

Having regard to its resolution 112 (II) of 14 November 1947
concerning the problem of the independence of Korea,

Having considered the report1 of the United Nations Temporary
Commission on Korea (hAreinafter referred to as the "Temporary Commis-
sion"), and the report ,of the Interim Committee of the General
AssembJ y redArding -i-t s-corLsu1t- ation. with the-Temporary-Commission,

Mindful of the fact that, due to difficulties referred to in the
report of the Temporary Commission, the objectives set forth in the
resolution of 14 November 1947 have not been fully accomplished, and
in particular that unification of Korea has not yet been achieved,

(1) APPROVES the conclusions of the reports of the Temporary Commission;

(2) DECLARES that there has been established a lawful government (the
Government of the Republic of Korea) having effective control and juris-
diction over that part of Korea where the Temporary Commission was able
to observe and consult and in which the great majority of the people of
all Korea reside; that this Government is based on elections which were
a valid expression of the free will of the electorate of that part of
Korea and which were observed by the Temporary Commission; and that this
is the only such Government in Korea;

.(3) RECOMMENDS that the occupying Powers should withdraw their
occupation forces from Korea as early as practicable;

(4) RESOLVES that, as a means to the full accomplishment of the objec-
tives set forth in the resolution of 14 November 1947, a Commission on

Korea consisting of Australia, China, El Salvador, France, India, the
Philippines and Syria, shall be established to continue the work of the
Temporary Commission and carry out the provisions of the present reso-
lution, having in mind the status of the Government of Korea as herein
defined, and in particular to:

(a) Lend its good offices to'bring about the unification of Korea
and the integration of all Korean security forces in accordance

with the principles laid down by the General Assembly in the
resolution of 14 November 1947;

1
See Official Records cf the third session of the General Assembly,

Supp. No. 9
2

Ibid., Sup. No. 10, pages 18 to 21
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(b) Seek to facilitate the removal of barriers to economic, social
and other friendly intercourse caused by the division of Korea;

(c) Be available for observation and consultation in th.a further
development of representative government based on the freely -
expressed will of the people;

(d) Observe the - actual withdrawal of the occupying forces and
verify the fact of withdrawal when such has occurred; and for
this purpose, if.it so desires, request, the assistance of
military experts of the two occupying Powers;

(5) DECIDES that the Commission:

(a) Shall, within thirty days of the adoption of the present

resolution., proceed to Korea, where it shall maintain its seat;

(b) Shall be regarded as having superseded the Temporary Commission
established by the resolution of 14 November 1947;

(c) Is authorized to travel, consult rind observe throughout Korea;

(d) Shall determine its own procedures;

(e) May consult with the Interim Committee with respect to the dis-

charge of its duties in the light of developments, and within
the terms of the present resolution;

(f) Shall render a report to the next regular session of the General
Assembly and to ny prior special session which might be called
to consider the sub;ect- matter of the present resolution, and
shall render such interim reports as it may deem appropriate to
the Secretary -General for distribution to Members,

(6)' REQUESTS that the Secretary -General shall provide the Commission with
adequate staff and facilities including technical advisers as required;
and authorizes the Secretary- General to pay the expenses and per diem of
a representative and an alternate from each of the States members of the
Commission;

(7) CALLS UPON the Member States concerned, the Government of the
Republic of Korea, and all Koreans to afford every assistance and facility
to the Commission in the fulfilment, of its responsibilities;

(8) CALLS UPON Member States to refrain frcia any acts derogatory to the
results achieved and to be achieved by the United Nations in bringing
about the complete inddpendence and unity of Korea;

(9) RECOMMENDS that Member States and other nations, in establishing their
relations with the Government of the Republic of Korea, take into con-
sideration the facts set out in paragraph 2 of the present resolution.

Hundred and eighty- seventh plenary meeting,
12 December 1948
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United Nations document S/1281/9 March 1949

REPORT TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL BY THE COMMITTEE ON ADMISSION

OF NEW MEMBERS W NCERNING THE APPLICATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF

KOREA FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED NATIONS

The Security Council at its 409th meeting on 15 February 1949
referred the application cf the Republic of Korea for membership
in the United Nations to the Ccmmittee on Admission of New Members
for examination and report.

The Committee on the Admission 'f New Members, under the
chairmanship of Dr,Shuhsi Hsu, China, met on 24 February 1949 tb
examine the application.

A summary account of the proceedings of the meeting follows:

The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Reublics
recalled that his delegation had opposed consideration by the
Security Council of the application for membership of what he
described as a puppet government imposed upon the Korean people
contrary to their will and desire, The puppet government of the
so-called Republic of Korea, he continued: was the result of a deal
between the United States military authorities and a group of South
Korean reactionaries, who had once collaborated with the Japanese
militarists. The formation of this puppet government had been
preceded by falsified elections carried out against the will of the

Korean people under conditions of violent terror. The great
majority of political parties and social organizations. with a
membership of ten milton, had boycotted this election, pointing
out in declarations adopted at their meetings that the conditions
required for a free election did not exist.

The USSR delegation had already stated that this application

was an insult to the Korean people and that the Security Council
had no reason to take it seriously, The world knew that the
legitimate government of Korea was the Korean People's Democratic
Republic in Pyong -Yang . This Government had been created on the
basis of all- Korean elections held during August 1948 under the
suber- rision of organizations of the left, moderate and right which
had boycotted the elections held in May. This Government had been
elected by a vote of 99.87 per cent of the electorate in the NDrth,
and 77,52 per cent in the South of Korea 'and was the only really
legitimate, national government of Korea. The request for member-
ship now before the Committee was thus proved to be an illegal one
coming from a puppet government which could not be considered by
the Committee on the Admission cf New Members,

The representative of Canada outlined the factors taken into
account by the Canadian delegation in supporting this application.
After quoting the provisions of Article 4 of the Charter, he stated
that the application of the Republic of Korea might in part be
judged by the resolution of the General Assembly-of 12 December'
1948 which had been adopted by a vote of 48 to 64 The Canadian
delegation was satisfied that the claim of the Republic of Korea to'
be a peace- loving state was valid, and as the representatives of
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that government had already proved their desire to fulfil their
obligations under the Charter, his delegation would vote in favour

of the application.

The representative of the United States said that the Republic
of Korea was well -known to the United Nations, having been set up

under the mandate of the General Assembly.' Quoting paragraph 2 of

the resolution of the. General Assembly of 12 December 1948, he
pointed out t hat paragraph 9 of the same resolution recommended that
Member states and other nations in establishing their relations with
the Republic of Korea take into consideration the facts set out in

paragraph 2. The UnitedStates, he said, was among the countries
which had recognized this government and had stated its intention to

raise its Mission there to the rank of Embassy.

He stated that the United Nations' Commission had arrived in
Seoul to undertake its work under the resolution of 12 December.

This includes lending its good offices to bring about the unification
of Korea and the observance of the actual withdrawal of the occupying
forces. In accordance with the recommendations of the resolution of
the General Assembly regarding the withdrawal of forces as early as
practicable, the United States forces in Southern Korea had been
substantially reduced during the last few months. The Korean

Government had requested that the withdrawal of the remainder be
deferred as a temporary supplementary safeguard pending the training
of their own security forces. The United States expected to consult
with the Korean Commission and Korean Government regarding the with-
drawal of these forces.

Since, he said, the Government of the Republic of Korea had
stated that it accepted the obligations of a Member under the Charter
of the United Nations and that its conduct towards the United Nations
had been most co- operative, his delegation strongly supported this
application.

The representative of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
recalled that his delegation had objected both .tot he inclusion of

this application in the agenda of the Security Council and also to
its reference to the Committee on the Admission of New Members on the
ground that it did not deserve consideration by the Security Council
or by any other organ of the United Nations. He considered this
application an insult not only to the Korean people, but to the other
peoples of Asia stru;glinj for independence.. The People's
Democratic Republic of Korea, he continued, was the sole legal
government expressing the will and the interest of the people of all
Korea. It fulfilled all the requirements of the Charter regarding
admission. However, the United States delegation, violating both
the Charter and the Security Council's Rules of Procedure, with the
help of its obedient majority, had succeeded in having this
application referred to this Committee, whereas the application of the
People's Democratic Republic of Korea had been rejected even without
being considered by the Committee. It was well known that since the

first days of the occupation the United States military administration
had been carrying out a racial policy according to w hich the Korean
people were regarded as being backward and without understanding of
political life. Not only had popular democratic movements, arising

after the defeat of Japanese militarism, not been allowed but they had
been cruelly suppressed. The United States had used former
collaborators and had restored the apparátus of the Japanese colonial
administration, including the police, to support them. The. United

States had also accorded full freedom of action to pro- Japanese

terrorists youth organizations. The puppet Korean government was a
result of the illegal elections in May 1948. The majority of the
Parties and social organizations with the exception of certain
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reactionary groups, had opposed these elections. The so- called

United Nations Temporary Commission itself, which had placed the
seal of legality and justice on the elections, was illegal because

consideration of the Korean question by the United Nations was
illegal.

It was not surprising, he said, that the puppet government had
requested the United States troops to stay as it depended entirely
upon their support. The Ukrainian SSR delegation objected to the
inclusion of this application in the agenda and to any consideration
of it.

The representative of France said that he was not convinced by
the arguments presented by the representatives of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the Ukraine. They had alleged that the
elections which had been held in Southern Korea had not been desired
by the Koreans, had been boycotted by the parties which really
represented the people, and had not been free. In fact it was evident
from the report of the United Nations Temporary Commission that more
than 75 per cent of the electorate had effectively participated in
these elections. If there had been boycotting it could only have
been done by a very small minority. In addition, the elections had,
been supervised by an international commission of the United Nations
which was the best guarantee that they had been free. The conditions
under Article IV of the Charter having evidently been fulfilled, France
would therefore vote in favour of the application of Korea.

The representative of the United Kingdom supported the application
of the Republic of Korea for membership. Korea, he said, was fully
qualified under the provisions of Article 4 of the Charter and in view
of the General Assembly resolution of 12 December, the United Nations
would only be acknowledging its own child in admitting it to member-
ship. With respect to the statements of the representatives of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, the United Kingdom delegation regarded as peculiar the
suggestion that elections held in Southern Korea under United Nations
auspices were false and resulted in the establishment of a Government
of colonial marionettes and quislings, whereas elections held under
Soviet oontrol in Northern Korea, where United Nations observers were
not allowed to penetrate, were fair and honest and resulted in the
establishment, by a vote of more than 99 per cent of the electorate,
of a representative democratic Government. In view of the United
Kingdom Delegation, such a suggestion demanded a generous measure of
credulity on the part of the Members of the United Nations and the
rest of the outside world.

The representative of Egypt stated that his delegation would vote

in favour of the application of the Republic of Korea. He took note
with some degree of, though not complete, satisfaction of the United
States statement to the effect that their forces in Southern Korea had
been substantially reduced and soon would all be withdrawn. Egypt,
he declared, welcomed Korea into the family of. nations and looked
forward to the day of the unification of Korea

The representative of Norway said that his delegation considered
that the Republic of Korea fulfilled the conditions for membership and
they would therefore vote in favour of its admission. He referred to
the General Assembly resolution of 12 December, which his delegation
had voted in favour of. This resolution declared that there had been
established a lawful government which had effective control and
jurisdiction over that part'of Korea where the Temporary Commission was
able to observe and consult. When voting for admission, his
delegation assumed that the application comprised only'the territory
over which the Korean Government had effective control.



11..2/Ci.ï/5

page 33

The representative of Argentina said that his delegation
viewed the apDlicati.on of the-Republic of Korea as conforming with
the provisions of the Charter. He drew attention to the

importance which his delegation attached to the sanction of the
General Assembly in connexion with the admission of non -Members.
As the General Assembly had already expressed its views as to the
validity of the expression of the will of the Korean people and the

legality of the Government of the Republic of Korea, it was clear,
he said, that he would vote in favour of the application.

The representative of Cuba supported the application of the
Republic of Korea which was in his opinion in conformity with t he
provisions of the Charter and with the corresponding Rules of
Procedure and expressed the 2all sympathy of the Cuban people for the
efforts of the Koreans in reaching independence.

The representative of China stated that his country s interest
in Korea was second to none. Referring to the close cultural and
political ties between China and Korea, he reviewed their historical
association in struggles against the Mongols, the Japanese, the '

Manchus and again the Japanese. The history of the Far East did
not fail to show the interest that China had in tir;: admission of

Korea to the United Nations.

He pointed out that Korea was a newly liberated state and not a
ae new political entity, its antiquity in the Far East being second only

to that of China. The first question to answer was not therefore
whether Korea was a state, but whether the government which was making
the application represented her, the question having arisen from the
fact of the existence of a rival government. Happily, this question
had already been answered by the General Assembly, which had declared
the Government of the Republic of Korea to be the only lawful one in
Korea. He said that he agreed with the other.members of the Committee
that this declaration was conclusive and final,.

Taking up the other qualifications for membership, he said
that the applying government had made a declaration accepting for

Korea the obligations of the Charter and therefore what remained

to be discussed was-whether she was peace -loving and able to carry
out the obligations. He went into history to'show that the
Committee could be satisfied in those respects,

He declared that his delegation supported the application made
by the Republic of Korea.

After this discussion, a vote was taken on the attitude of the
representativos on the Committee. Eight votes (Argentina, Canada,
China, Egypt, France, Norway, United Kingdom and United States)
were in favour of the application, two votes (Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics and Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) were
against. The representative of Cuba was absent at the time of voting,
but had ind.iceted his support of the application during the
discussion.


