
 

AFR/RC46/R4: Health and peace 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Deeply concerned about the numerous conflicts afflicting many African countries and 

leading to transborder population drifts and internal displacements of people, with incalculable 

consequences for the health of the affected people; 

 

Recognizing that the victims of these conflicts are mainly the most vulnerable groups of the 

population, namely children, women, the elderly, the sick and the disabled;  

 

Aware of the fact that the destruction of health infrastructure and the loss of health 

personnel resulting from these conflicts deprive populations of one of their most fundamental 

rights enshrined in the Constitution of the World Health Organization, namely the right to enjoy 

the highest attainable standard of health; 

 

Noting that the explosion of epidemics of communicable diseases and malnutrition as well 

as psychosocial disorders are some of the most serious consequences of the armed conflicts; 

 

Convinced that peace is absolutely necessary for health promotion and for all sustainable 

human development, through solidarity and cooperation among people and states; 

 

Aware of the adverse repercussions of armed conflicts on not only the affected countries 

but also the neighbouring countries; 

 

Recalling resolution AFR/RC42/R11 on emergency preparedness and response, and 

humanitarian assistance in the African Region; 

 

Recalling also resolution AFR/RC44/R7 which appeals to Member States to organize 

“Days of Peace” for children’s vaccination; 

 

1. APPEALS solemnly to countries affected by international conflicts, whatever the 

type, to make every effort to end such conflicts by peaceful means in order to 

preserve the lives of innocent people, especially women, children, the elderly, the 

sick and the disabled by inter alia institutionalizing an African Day of Peace for 

Health; 

 

2. APPEALS to Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity 

to take appropriate measures to prevent and stop these conflicts and, at the very least, 

to protect the health of the most vulnerable populations, especially women, children, 

the elderly, the sick and the disabled; 

 

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director to transmit this resolution to the Heads of State of 

the countries of the Region, the Secretary General of the OAU and also the Director-

General of WHO for the information of the Executive Board and the World Health 

Assembly. 
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