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The following is the text of a letter sent to the Director-

General of WHO by the Secretary-General of the United Nations on 

10 June 1949*. 

"The United Nations is deeply appreciative of the work 

done by the World Health Organization in helping to implement 

the United Nations program for relief to nearly one million 

homeless and destitute Palestine refugees under the terms of 

the General Assembly Resolution 212 (III) . 

" I believe you know already that the United Nations Relief 

for Palestine Refugees is to be continued beyond the original 

termination date of 31 August 1949 so as to provide time for the 

Fourth Regular Session of the General Assembly to take new action. 

While it is hardly possible to anticipate the scope or character 

of any program which the General Assembly may establish, the facts 

would indicate that a sizeable need for international provision 

of assistance to refugees probably will exist in 1950, particularly 

while any measures for permanent rehabilitation are first being 

implemented. Certainly protective measures with respect to 

sanitation and medical care will continue to be needed. 

"I would like to suggest, therefore, that the attention of 

the forthcoming World Health Assembly be drawn to the question of 

the possibility of continuing and extending WHO1 s Palestine 

refugee program in the coming year. The total sums available 

for sanitation and health services from UNRPR resources have been 

very small, of course, in comparison with actual needs as 

assessed by the WHO representative serving as UNRPR's Chief Medical 

Officer and the msdical officers of the International Committee 

of the Red Cross, the League of Red Cross Societies, and the 

American Friends Service Committee. On this account, your 

Assembly might wish to consider the feasibility of a provision 

in the 1950 budget of WHO which would permit a substantially 

larger allocation toward a medical care program among the 

refugees than was possible for 1949. Any such favorable action 

wculd be. warmly welcomed by the United Nations." 


