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Every worker in public health has been aware for centuries 
of the fact that man is so often a victim of his environment» 
The hazard of disposal of human excreta to ¡nan through con-
tamination of water, milk and food and through the carriage of 
infection by flies is a matter of history since pre-Biblical days» 
Its importance in transmission of disease has been recognized in 
virtually every country of the world0 

In spite of this recognition, almost no country nus ueun 
successful either in elim3.nating entirely or even reducing in 
large measure the ravages of water-borne,mlI/fe-rborne and fly-
borne diseases о The necessities of emphasis on sanitation, 
therefore, appear to be worth recalling on an international level. 
The United States, for example, still has these seriou3 problems 
to cope with, requiring eternal vigilance to prevent either new 
or recurring epidemics from these environmental sources» 

It maj be assumed that the programme for malaria control 
will automatically provide for many hazards of insects, leaving 
to other activities the problem of fly control. This fly aspect 
needs further attack through the normal forces of environmental -
sanitation^ 

In many areas of the world, therefore., a necessary pre-
requisite to a modern public-health programme is in these 
community corrective measures» The scientific bases for such 
programmes are not only long-tested and scientifically sup-
ported, but they are universally accepted,i 
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These elementary measures, literally the underpinning of 
any sound public-health structure; are frequently lost in 
programme-making or give place in priority to more difficult 
and more expensive attacks on diseases of less total signifi-
cance, Aside from malaria, probably the- greatest killers 
and debilitators in the world are the water-borne, milk-borne 
and fly-borne enteric and respiratory diseases of baoterial, 
viral and protozoal origin» Worldwide attack upon these 
diseases need not wait upon new knowledge or upon the develop-
ment of new methodsо 

G-iver. sufficient impetus by centering on these measures, 
the results will not only be gratifying, but will bring major 
returns of a self-supporting nature0 Wot only will these 
direct water, milk and fly-borne diseases be reduced or 
eliminated, but more hospital beds will be released for 
general purposes than could be built with equivalent funds. 

Since these environmental measures in general are of a 
mass or public character realisable through direct governmental 
action, they need not wait upon the slower processes of in-
dividual education, instruction or treatmente Dollar for dollar, 
the returns wili be greater in this area of work than in perhaps 
any other field of public-health endeavor« 

It has been estimated that for the world as a whole the 
environmental diseases account for more than 20 per cent, of 
the total deaths, and in many countries for even more» The 
deaths from infant diarrhea, related in significant amounts 
to unsafe environment, in some countries are little short 
of appalling® 

The mere listing ot diseases having their origin in 
inadequate sewage disposalr such as typhoid fever, bacillary 
and amoebic dysenteries, cholera, hookworm? schistosomiasis, 
etCc, gives added emphasis to the widespread significance 
of activities essential for environmental controlo 

The United States Delegation is well aware of the fact 
that the Interim С.. d«ioii Has included in its broad list 
of potential activities many diseases which lend themselves 
to environmental control as well as to other corrective 
measures» It is our .judgment that, since these diseases have 
many common characteristics in so far as control is concerned, 
they should be consolidated into at least one activity generally 
described as environmental sanitatione 
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Furthermore, because of the great quantitative importance 
of the group of diseases here discussed, the delegation feels 
that early stimulation of efforts in these directions by the 
various nations should be pressed by the Y/orld Health 
Organization, This programme the World Health Organization 
may pursue with little cost by providing to participating 
nations ample evidence of successful procedures, of applicable 
methods of financing public works, by outlining standard 
practices, and by reporting on successful implementation of 
these efforts throughout the world. 

To accomplish these tasks, a small addition to staff 
would be required, preferably in the form of a competent and 
experienced sanitary engineer with secretarial aid* 

If such a programme were included in first assignments 
and objectives by the World Health Organization, one of the 
principal groups of major disease hazards in the world would 
be accounted for. Without it, the superstructure of the 
public health edifice would be pressed forward, while the 
foundation or underpinning would be missing. Even if such 
a structure we re to stand up, its cost would be unnecessarily 
high and its future precarious. 

In the development of such a programme of environmental 
sanitation, the following additional activities in whole 
or in part would naturally find their place : urban and rural 
hygiene, tropical hygiene, housing and town planning, etc» 

Item 12,l,7»lil0, Sanitary Engineering, would be 
automatically provided for by virtue of the fact that it is the 
specialized professional discipline which would concern itself 
with the environmental sanitation activities herein discussed* 
This discipline should likewise be related to the programme 
for malaria eradication. In addition, it is suggested that 
the malaria programme might profitably be expanded to include 
other arthroped-borne diseasese 

In order to implement the pit.cement of this function of 
Environmental Sanitation in Croup I of recommended activities, 
the following resolution is proposed by the United States 
Delegation: 

"Jhereas the World Health Organization, in order to 
perform its statutory functions in relation to environmental 
sanitation throughout the world, would benefit by the advice 
of a group of competent sanitary engineers, entemologists, 
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sanitarians and others experienced in the several branches 
of environmental sanitation and in various parts of the 
world, 

"The Firet World Health Assembly resolves: 

"1. That the Executive Board be instructed to 
establish during its first session a committee to 
be called: "The Committee on Environmental Sanitation 
of the World Health Organization", with the following 
terms of reference : 

"to act as an expert advisory body to the World 
Health Organization;, 

"2o That the World Health Organization establish 
within its Secretariat a Section on Environmental 
Sanitation adequately staffed, with a view: 

"to making it possible for the World Health 
Organization to function as an international advisory 
body in this specialized field of environmental sanitation. 


