
UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 

DE LA SANTÉ 

FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY A/L/Min/1 
29 June 1948 

ORIGINAL; ENGLISH 

LEGAL COMMITTEE 

PROVISIONAL MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING 

Palais des Nations, Geneva 
Tuesday, 29 June 1948, at 4» 55 p.m« 

CHAIRMAN: Dr, van den BERG (Netherlands) 

Note : Corrections to these provisional minutes should be sent to 
Mr. Richards, room A 215, within 48 hours of their distribution. 



A/L/Min/1 
page 2 

1- ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN drew the attention of the committee to Rule 29, 

which provided that each main committee should, after consideration 

of the report of the Nominations Committee, elect a chairman and a 

vice-chairman, Although the nomination of the chief delegates of 

the -Netherlands and New Zealand delegations, as Chairman and Vice-

Chairman respectively of the Legal Committee, had been approved by 

the Health Assembly, he proposed, therefore, that these nominations 

should also be submitted to the committee for confirmation. 

On the proposal of Mr. LINDSAY (United Kingdom) seconded by Sir 

DHIREN MITRA (india) and supported by Mr, CHEN (China) the appointr-

ments of Dr, van der Berg as Chairman and Mr, McLean as Vice-Chairman 

were confirmed, 

Mr. BAGHDADI (Egypt), while approving the appointments in question, 

reserved the right to query, when discussing the Rules of Procedure, 

the logicality of giving certain powers to the Nominations Committee 

and then subjecting its choice to revision by another committeet 

2, ELECTION OF RAPPORTEUR 

The CHAIRMAN proposed as Rapporteur Mr* Sandifer of the United 

States delegation, explaining that Mr. Sandifer was not present- but 

would be joining the committee at its next meeting; he was-, anxious 

to secure his appointment as he was an extremely able lawyer, who 

would also be well remembered for his part in the InternatL onal Health 

Conference held in New Yorkj 

The proposal, was supported by M. BOISSIER (Switzerland), Dr, de 

Paula SOUZA (Brazil) and Mr, CONFALONIERI (Italy)* 

Dr» PETROV (USSR) raised two questions! first, as to the necessity 

of appointing an absent delegate when there were many well qualified 

members present from whom to choose; secondly, as to the logicality of 
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appointing a rapporteur from a delegation whose position was not 

yet firmly established, 

The CHAIRMAN explained that he had suggested Mr 0 Sandifer because 

of his great legal abilities. Not all the members of the committee 

were legal experts and it was important to have an experisnced lawyer 

as rapporteur of a legal committee¿ On the second question raised 

by the Soviet Union delegate; he pointed out that the United States 

delegation had been accepted provisionally by the Health Assembly and • 

accorded full membership rights -> 

Mr» T0ML1NS0N (United States of America) suggested that,, in view • 

of Mr,•Sandifer¡s absence, the appointment of rapporteur might be 

postponed until the following meeting of the committee, 

Mr. EVSTAVXEW (Byelorussian SSR) supported the Soviet Union 

delegate and pressed that a rapporteur be appointed from among the 

members present* 
. . • 

Dr, PETROV (USSR) suggested that both his proposal and that of 

the Chairman could be adopted, as, under Rule 35; one or more rappor-

teurs might be appointed» The committee could therefore appoint 

both Mr. Sandifer and another rapporteur from amongst the members present. 

The proposal was supported by Mr, BAGHDADI (Egypt), 

Dr. STOYANOV (Bulgaria) proposed that M e de Laët of Belgium be 

appointed rapporteur, but M. de LAET regretted that he was unable to 

accept, as he considered that the position requred someone with legal 

expreience, 

Dr, PETROV (USSR)j in a desire to facilitate the proceedings, 

withdrew his proposals 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that discussion of item 2 of the agenda 

be postponed until the following meeting of the committee» 

Decisions Discussion of item 2 of the agenda was postponed* 
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3* CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP (item 7 of Agenda)» 

In accordance with the instruction of the Health Assembly that 

certain applications for membership be urgently considered, the 
» 

committee proceeded to item 7 of the agenda« 

The CHAIRMAN read the Provisional Rules of Procedure 88, 89, 

90 and 91, governing this question* He stated that applications for 

membership from Monaco and San Marino were to be considered and 

proposed that a small working group be appointed to deal with the 

matter and to report to the next meeting of the committee. 

Decision: A working group to с onsider the applications of 

Monaco and S m Marino for membership in WHO was appointed 

consisting of the following seven members: the delegates of 

Switzerland, USSR, France, Egypt, India, Brazil and Canadae 

The meeting rose at 5,40 p«m« 


